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TRAVELS 



INTO THE 



INTERIOR PARTS 



O F 



AFRICA. 



COUNTRY OF THE GREATER AND LESS 
NIMIQUAS, 

IT had been my fate for fome time to be in- 
ceiTatitly fluctuating between hope and de«* 
fpair. We had not proceeded above four or 
five miles, when my eyes prefented me with 
an obje(9: of hope and joy, in the footfteps of 
oxen. It is true thefe veftiges; as -well as the 
dung they h^d left behind* them,' appeared 
by no means recent; biit they proved, that a 
herd of cattle liad at letft paffed that way; 
^ Vol. II. B and 
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1 TRAVELS IN 

and whether it belonged to a horde of Hotten- 
tots, or was the property of Klaas Bafter, the 
man of whom I was in fearch, I could promife- 
mjfelf, if I came up with it, to find both fuc- 
cour and friends. 

While we were reafoning on thefe probabi-* 
llties, and the moft certain and fpecdy means 
of finding the herd, Kees, leaping out of my 
waggon with a cry of exultation, began to run 
on before, and was inftantly followed by my 
dogs. Certainly it was not to attack any wild 
bead that my ape difplayed fuch ardour ; I 
knew him to be too great a coward. Till this 
moment I had never feen him thus adventurous 
but once, an^ that was on my firil journey, 
when, in the country of the Cafires, he difco- 
vered the fpring to which I gave his. name. 

A fimilar proceeding fcemed to announce to 
me a fimilar difcoveiy. I ran, therefore, to the 
place where helloppedy and at two hundred 
paces from the waggon^ I perceived him fur- 
rounded by .my pack, in a large wet hollow^ 
which the dogs were-digging with their paws 
in queft of water. ., 

I called to my^people, who advanced with 
^ad^sand pickrax^v^^ began to 4tg« We 

i^oa 
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AFRICA.. 3 

foon obtained two or three quarts of muddy and 
brackifli water ; and to render it drinkable, I 
threw into it a few ounces of ground coffee, as 
rl had done into that of Krakkeel*klip. I had 
intended alfo to boil it as in that inflance ; but 
my people were fo feverely tortured with thirft, . 
that none of them could confent to wait this 
procefs. Accordingly I was obliged to ferve 
out-this fort of liquid mud ; and, like an im- 
partial parent, I divided it, as was my cuftom, 
equally among all, fo that a very fmall portion 
fell to the Ihare of each. 

We were at this time at the foot, of a fmall 
chain of mountains, which ran from north to 
fouth, and, going off from the great chain 
which we had to the eafl of us, formed a defile, 
of which it was impoffible for the eye to take 
in the whole extent. 

Cattle had evidently remained here fome 
time. The trodden earth eyery where exhif- 
bited.the print .of their feet. Not doubting, ^^ 
. therefore, but I fhould foon find fome Hotten-^ v: 
tot horde, that could inform me refpeding the . ^^ 
tribe of Bafier, which Colonel Gordon had ^ 
S3&entioned to me, Trefolved to proceed along 
Uie defile, as the road to fuch difcovery. 

B 2 Por 
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4 TRAVELS IN 

For this jpurpofe it was requifite to leave my 
waggon, my equipage, and my cattle, at the 
entrance of the defile. This I did ; appoint*- 
ing at the fame time four perfons as a guard, 
.whom I direded to dig and enlarge the hole^ 
that they might procure a fufficiency of wjter 
for themfelves ; and, if poffible, for the few 
beafts ,1 had Ijeft. 

The number of thefe was confiderably di- 
miniftied. From the moment I entered the 
defert, and ceafed to find game for the fupport 
9f my people, I found myfelf obliged to kilLall 
my flieep one after another. Since the death 
•of Ingland, I had alfo loft on the road two 
•other oxen. All my cows had died. Of four 
horfes two only remained, reduced to fkin and 
bone, in the moft deplorable ftate, and abfo- 
lutely incapable of the leaft fervice. My goats 
only w6re exempt from fharing in our extreme 
dlftrefs. They had even conftantly afForded| 
lis milk ; and to this refource we were indebted 
for our prefervation, as it had hitherto enabled 
me to furnifh my people daily with a little, and 
even to bcftow a portion on my dogs, who, for 
want of water, might othtfrwife foon have gone 
mad. . 

I took 
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I took with me eight men, among whoiVi 
was Klaas. That our refearch might be con- 
duded with more promptitude and certainty, 
I direfted him, with three of his comrades, to 
proceed on the weft of the fmall chain of moun- 
tains, and, marching- northward, to follow ,its 
courfe ;! while I, in the mean time, with four 
hunters, penetrated the defile, which was com- 
pletely covered with thickets. 
,. After walking fome time, I arrived at a 

, path, which appeared much trodden. This 
difcovery, at which we had every reafon to re- 
joice, petrified my four men with terror. They 
fancied this path to lead to fome retreat of^ 
the Bofhmen, and begged me to advance no 
farther, left we fhould be all killed by thefe 
robbers. In vain did I urge to them, that the 
•greatcft misfortune that could befall us in our 
prefent circum fiances was the meeting with no' 

•one, and that it was impofllble for us to extri- 
cate ourfelves from bur urgent diftrefs without 
the aid of fome human being ; they beheld no- 
thing at the end of the path but a horde of af- 
faflSns ; and, not daring to advance, they ftop- • 
pe<3, hefitating between ihame at deferring me, 
and the fear of being murdered. " If the devil 
B 1 " him^ 
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ft 



•* himfelf he there, with all hell at his hfeels^ 
cried I, *' I am determined to go and fpeak to 
•* him. However, my friends, if you have 
•* any diflike to follow me, you are at liberty 
" to return : I can do without you." 

With thefe words I proceeded along the path, 
and I obferved with pleafure that they all fol- 
lowed me. Their fteps, however, were far 
from refolute. As they advanced, they de« 
bated on what they fhould do, if we fell in witli 
a- horde of Bofhmen ; how they fhould accoft 
them, if they di(f not attack us, and how fup- 
port eaqh other and defend themfelves^ if they 
tiid. The -plans of manoeuvring formed by 
my favages, and thefchemes they prppofedfor 
either cafe, whether of friends or enemies, did 
not fail to amufe me. I was particularly pleafed 
to difcover, that their fear, great as it was, had 
not deprived them of their mental faculties ; 
and that, though they Were much alarmed at 
the danger with which they believed them*- 
felves threatened, they took prudent pre- 
cautions to defend themfelves if we fhould be 
attacked. 

But all their talents had been exerted in vain. 
Having purfued the path for an hour, we ar* 

rived 
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rfred at the end of the defile, and found our^ 
felves in the open country, where wc faw Klaas 
and his comrades traverfing a fpot on which 
'were fome ruined huts. I made a fign to them 
to join me ; and in the mean time I afcended 4 
neighbouring height, from which I could dif- 
cover whether there were any people to whom 
the huts belonged in the furrounding plain. 
AH I could difcovcr with my glafs was an af- 
femblage of cabins at a diftance, which I con- 
ceived to be thofe of Hottentots ; and among 
the reft there was one, which appeared to me 
larger than ordinary. Was this adually a 
Hottentot kraal ? Or was it one of thofe tempo- 
rary ftations, which Bafter, whom I fought, 
and who lived in the Hottentot manner, had 
chofen for himfelf and his people ? But whe- 
ther it were a kraal, or an abode of Bafter, in 
order to obtain dlredions or affiftance, it was 
neceflary for me to repair to it without delay ; 
which I accordingly did. 

On my arrivail, I perceived, to my forrow, 

that they were all as empty as the former. 

"They even appeared to have been deferted for 

feveral weeks^ In the large one, however, 1 

found one of thofe hand-mills which the 

B 4 planter^b 
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pUnters make ufe of for grinding their cortt* 
The leaving this domeftic implement indi-* 
cated an intention of returning to this fettlc- 
ment ; which was confirmed by two fmaU 
fields near the cabin regularly fown with 
w.heat and barley. But what fignified to mc^ 
on the prefent occafion, the appearance of s^ 
fpeedy return I It was prefent afliftance that I 
wanted, not the hope of what might occur. 
Yet: in the midft of thefe difappointments I 
found one fource of comfort : this was a fpring, 
which, though brackilh, as all we had met 
with for fome time had been, was a very agree- 
able difcovery, and afluaged for the moment 
our burning thirft. 

From thefe indications I could not doubt, 
but the Hottentot horde, or the proprietor of 
thefe huts, had retired with their cattle into the 
p^fles and valleys of the neighbouring moun- 
tain ; and I purpofed to feek them there. But 
as it was too late to continue our fearch imme- 
diately, we deferred it to the next day, and 
made preparation for pafling the night in the 
cabin in which was^the milK Our fires, fijr 
want-of.wood, were fnade with drycow-dun^j, 
of which we found abundance ; and I took 
i .. care 
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care to Icefep feveral burning, in hopes that the 
aafter, ifwithin fight of them, would have the 
curiofity to come the next day, to learn who 
were his new giiefts. 

The next day, however, no one appeared, and 
we found ourfelves obliged to continue our 
fearch* But towards what point we (hould dired; 
pur courfe was a queftion that puzzled me. Cer^ 
tain, at leaft, that it muft ft ill carry us farther 
and farther from my encampment, I refolved 
to fend thither one of my people, with orders 
to bring my waggon and cattle to the place 
where I was. Befides that the ground here 
.was lefs parched, the .little fpring would be 
ilifikient for my cattle ; for it undoubtedly 
promifed to be more abundant than the hole 
which my dogs had begun, and which was 
4)robably already dried up. , At the faqie . time 
J iflued an fe'jfprefs injundion, to prevent my 
cattle from feeding on the fields that had, beca 
ibwn. 

While my orders were carrying to the en#. 
campment, I proceeded with my compatiy to- 
wards the great chain of mountains, hoping 
that thqre, being confiderably elevated above 
the adjacent country, we fliould eafily difcena 

the 
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the abode of the prpprietors of thedefertedkraaL 
The road was difencumbered of obftru6lions. 
It was beaten by the footfteps of the herdfmen 
and their cattle^ from the cabins to the loftieft 
fomrnit. My eye could trace it winding along 
the fides of the mountsuns, lofiiig itfelf pc- 
caiionally in their hollows, and again re-afcend- 
ing the more prominent parts, to terminate in 
the plain at the top. 

At any other time I (hould by no means 
have thought of attempting fo long and labo- 
rious a march, and even now I was fenfible of 
all its difficulties. Leaving out of the account, 
that it would coil us a whole day's toil, and 
that perhaps to no purpofe, I had reafon to ap- 
prehend, that the fatigue of it, in our prefent 
cxhauftcd ilate, would be more than we could 
fupport. Befides, if there were really Bofh* 
tnen in the mountain, I (hould evidently ex« 
f)ofe my troop, by entangling it among the 
rocks, where it might be attacked to the great- 
^ advantage. I was well aware of all the 
Ibrce of thefe reflexions j but at the fame time 
i was more ftrongly imprefled with the cerr- 
tainty, that we could not extricate ourfelves 
from the diftrefs in which we were involved, 
4 but 



Digitized 



by Google 



AFRICA: It 

but By the dircovery of fotae human beings^ 
from whom we might obtain afliftancc : and 
when a f^ngle refource only prefents itfelf, it 
would he folly to think of its danger. 

On the way we met with an opportunity of 
Icilling, on the fummits of the rocks, a few dar- 
roans, or dama antelopes, which we deftined for 
our fupper. We had brought with us a fmall 
quantity of water from the fpring,^becaufe wc 
liad reafon to fear we fhould find none on the 
mountain, and in fadl its top was a vaft parched 
plain. We arrived on it after having labori« 
oufly climbed its fides, expofed to the fcorch- 
ing heat of the fun ; and when there, we ftill 
fufiered from its rays . become nearly hori* 
zontal, without finding fd much as a tree t<i 
afford us flielter. But it is nccdlcfs to fay, 
that this was not the principal care that occu- 
pied my thoughts ; our firft anxiety being td 
explore with our fight the country aroimd, iti 
order to difcover what, . with fo much pains, 
we had come thither to feek. 

The piercing eyes of my farw'ages permitted 
no objeft they could ^ke in to efcape them. 
They fcrutinizcd' pafles, vaUeys, plains, and 
mountains, with the ftrideft attention. A kind 

of 
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.of emulation indeed fcemed to have arlfeit 
among them, who fliould firft difcover a hu- 
man being, or a herd of cattle. But, alas ! 
the very exadlnefs of their refearch ferved but 
to afHia us the more. We beheld, on all fides, 
nothing but the difcouraging pidure of a fright- v 
ful folitude. Neither man nor beaft waste be 
* feen; and we appeared to be left, ilone in 
the world. The plaintive cry of the dama- 
antelopes was the only found that met our 
cars. 

At ' this period the confternation became ge«F 
nferal.. I myfelf even was deftitute of hope ; 
which At lead I'had hitherto preferved; amidft 
all our calamities. In vain did I exhort my 
poor defponding friends to prepare the ante- ' 
lopes for their rep^ft j' in vain did I urge them 
to drink, of the water we had brought; they 
;refufed to eat, left it fhould oblige them to 
drink, and they i:efufed to drink, left it^ fhquld 
increafe their fufferings. 
• For feme; time, it is to be obferved, our 
^\^ater, having been .uniformly brackifti, had 
fwelled our mouths, and afflided us with. ex- 
treme pains and additional droijght, which had 
become our conftajit ftate of fuffexing. That 

of 
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of the preceding^ evening, had particularly ag- 
gravated otlr'. diftrefB ; bec^ufe,. dying with 
thirft, anid feduced by the appparance of a 
fy^^Sj we had indulged ourfelve? freely iti 
drinking it. Thjis- had iqflamed our torigues, ; 
our gums, and even the infide of our throat$« 
In fuch a ftate of the fauces, it is eafy to con- 
ceive, that the continued ufe of fuch water,.in- 
ftead of refrefhing us and allaying our thirft, 
would tend only to increafe the inflammation. 
Some of my Hottentots had ventured to nioiftcn 
their tongues with, it on the road, and it gave 
them the fame burning fenfation as a cauftic ' . 
would. have occafioned ; it is, therefore, by no 
means furprifmg, that they felt refpedingjt 
the dreadful horror which thofe feel for water 
who have been bitten by a 'mad dog. 

At length, having perceived nothing, and 
the fun^difappearing from the mountain, we 
fought for a convenient place in which to pafs 
the tiight. We kindled a fire behind a large 
rock, that we might not be difcovered by the 
Bofhmen, and betook ourfelves to reft. All 
my Hottentots, fquatting round the fire, with 
their elbows refting on their knees, and their 
cheeks on. their hands, preferved that melan- 
choly 
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14 TRAVELS IN 

choly filence which is the ufuat efii^d of c*^ 
treme defpopdency^ At laft Utey laid them-^ 
ietrcs on the ground, and prepared to fleep j 
fcekiag thus a momentary "refpite from evils^ 
which would revive but the more acutely. 

Like them- 1 had ftretched myfelf alfo oil 
the earth ; but not pofleffing the fame faculty 
of calling at will fleep to my fblace, I gave myi- 
fclf . up to the alarming reflexions which my 
horrible fituation naturally induced^ At one 
;DiQment I reproached myfelf for that igni$ 
fatuus of hope, which had led me to brave fo 
many dangers to no purpofe, ajod drawn me 
jiway more than eight Jeagues from my camp : 
at another, I contemplated with forrow the 
unhappy companions of my journey, conr 
demned to fufFer every want with me : thep 
.cafting my thoughts on myfelf, and feeing no 
xeniedy under my diftrefs, I wiflied for death, 
and thought only on the means of haftonjng 
its approach. But the extreme of defpair pftes 
borders on the extreme of happineis. 

About an hour after midnight, IClaas, al- 
ways the fame, always thinking of me, an^ 
t\cv on the watch to give me fome agreeablit 
intelligence, drew near on a fjiijden, ^nd> in ji 
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iFolce indicating the p^pitation of hope, m* 
formed me, that he perceived flaihes of ligh4> 
ning in the. horizon towards the weft, andthal^ 
the clouds appearing to gather over our heads^ 
we (hould infallibly have a ftorm. Though 
we had been deceived in the plain by a falfe joy, 
more cruel even than the certainty of our mis- 
fortunes, I could not avoid giving credit in 
fpite of myfelf to the report of Klaas; and, 
half opening the cloak in which I was wrap- 
ped, to confidcr the appearances of this ap- 
proaching ftorm, I perceived that it* was on the 
point of burfting over the mountain, and that 
^e ih(Mild not fail to partake of its benefits! 
. It was not long before I heard the found of 
finac large drops t£ water, the welcome har- 
bingers of a copious rain. All my fenfes, in- 
'ftantly expanding with fatisfa€lion and joy, 
again unclofed themfelves to life. I threw off 
my covering, and ftretching myfelf on my back, 
with my mouth wide open caught with de- 
light the drops which happened to fall into it 
Each was the . moft refreihiog balm to my 
plrched tongue and burning palate. I can 
fafely aver, that the pureft pleafure I ever 
tafkd W9Sat thdt delicious moment, piu^chafed 

by 
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Jby fo many fighs and fuch cbntimied fufferlngj; 
it was not long before the rain poured dowa 
^n all parts : for three hqurs it fell in torrents^, 
its noife contending with that of the thunder^ 
jwhich ceafed not to roll over .our heads. AH 
ftij people were running to and fra in ' the 
ftorm^ feeking and congratulating one another 
iwitjiiaa air of triumph, at findingttl^emfelvcg 
thus uuiexpeftedly bathed:: they were. beings 
je-aryimated'j you would have faid they endeai 
•vour^d to fwell out their bodies, as if to offer a 
•Jarger furface to the raiu, and imbibe the more 
tof it. Fpr my part, I found it fo:agreeable to 
foak myfelf in like manner, that, in order td 
jetain the grateful coolnefs more effedlually, I 
refolved not to take off my clothes. The cold> 
however, of which at length I became fenfiblej 
obliged me to depart from my refolution, and I 
ilripped myfelf completely, .and again crept 
,under my cloak. 

So much happinefs could not end in forrow; 
An eaft wind arofe to difperfe and carry away 
•from us the remains of the clouds; the. fky 
Tcfumed.its clearnefs; and the fun, which the 
evening before had ferved only to parch -our 
bodies, now feemed to rife merely to repair 

the 
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the damages of iht ftorm. On awaking, 
each found himfelf a very different man j we 
Were completely revived, and one of the firft 
effeds we experienced from this unhoped-for 
change was a devouring hunger. Thus dit 
pofed, what a refource did we find in thofe an- 
telopes^ which the evening before we had fo 
much defpifed ; and what an eager appetite at 
once fucceeded to the univerfal difguft we had 
conceived for them ! 

While we were employed m making the 
neceffary preparations to drefs them, I difco- 
vered with furprife, that one of my people was 
miffing. As it was poffible that he might have, 
loft himfelf in the neighbourhood, I fent one 
of his comrades in queft of him } but he having 
returned without finding him, I began to be 
uneafy ; and for this I had the more reafon, as 
no one could tell me whether it was before or 
after the ftorm that he abfenled himfelf. Our 
uneafinefs was foon changed into alarm, and 
each endeavoured to account for his difap* 
pearance. The caufes they affigned were, 
however, the reverfeofconfolatory ; according 
to fome, he nxufthave been affailinated by the 
Bofhmen ; and according to others, deftroyed 

Vql. 11. G by 
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by fome wild beaft, prob^ibly while going in 
fearch of water. 

Both thefe conjedur^^ . appeared to me 
equally improbable. We bad been wandjering . 
about tb^ mpuataias a whole day, ^vithout 
di/coveriag.any wh^re a fingle Bofhman, or 
the leaft trace of one. Befides, fuppofing a 
horde of thefe robbers to €xift in fome of the 
pafles, what likelihood was there^ that they 
could have attacked him without our perceiv- 
ing it, as Janije, which was his name, would 
eertainly have defended himfelf, and called for 
affiftance. The fame reafoaing would equally 
apply to the other fuppofition. Carnivorous 
animals inhabit only fuch diftridls as abound 
in game, where they find of courfe a ready 
fupply of food. This was not the cafe here, 
and accordingly we had found not one fero- 
cious animal. Thuis, therefore, I was per- 
fuaded,-that Jaritje had neither been carried off 
by the Boflimen, nor devoured by a wild beaft. 
I had far more reafon to apprehend, that, 
wearied of the laborious and painful life he 
had for fonae time led, he had refolved to quit- 
me, and had ftolen off in the night; or that^ 
worn out with want and fatigue, incapabk of 
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rciifling any longer fo many iHs, he had gone, 
exhaufted and dying, like the wild beafts, 
to yield his laft breath in fome fequeftered ^ 
corner. 

Thefe gloomy prefages appeared to me more 
ttafcural than thofc of my companions, yet they 
Were not better foutided. While they were 
contending for theirs; and I, from motives of 
J)ru<Icncie, concealed . mine ; ' they perceived 
Jantje running toward^ us, with extended 
arms, and making thofe figns ufual.among the 
favages when they have any great news, either 
good or bad^ to aoaounce. 

On his arrival he informed me, thjit, 
the ftorm in the night having reftored his 
ftrength, he availed himfelf of it to endeavour 
to ren'det me a fervice. He had flattered him- 
felf, that the darknefs would enable him to dif- 
cover any fires that might be kindled in the 
furrounding valleys, and with this defign he 
quitted me. " I rambled*' added he, ." all the 
" night, without perceiving any fire ; but at 
" day-break I obferved, about a league off, a 
*' flock of fheep coming from a kraal, and 
** fpreading over the plain. My firft thought 
•* was to go arid fpeakto the keepers, of whom 
C 2 ^' there 
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" there were three; Ij^t as I did not know them, 
*• and was alone, I thought it more prudent 
" to come and inform you, to know how you 
" would aa/' 

In the extremity to which I was reduced, 
nothing could be more fortunate for me, than 
the news announced by this Hottentot. His 
comrades heard the relation of his difcovery 
wit|i tranfports of joy. They fqueezed his 
hand to thank him; they careffed him after 
their faftiion, and requefted mc immediately 
to proceed towards the fliepherds. I alfo, in 
my turn, paid him my warmeft acknowledge- 
ments, and praifed his acutenefs, his prudence, 
and his zeal 

It was not enough to have efcaped for the 
moment from the agony of thirft : it was ne- 
, ceflary to efcape, as I may fay, from the de- * 
fert, by finding fome means of getting out of 
it ; and in thefe we could be inftrudled only 
by the fliepherds. Guided by Jantje, we pro- 
ceeded with alacrity towards them: but, not- 
withftanding our general ardour, my Hotten- 
tots found here and there on their road baits 
to' feduce them from the purfuir, in the pools 
of rain-water which the ftorm had repofited 
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in tlie cavities of the rocks. They were never 
tired of admiring thefe. beautiful bafins of li- 
quid cryftal, the tranfparency of which was 
unclouded; they were all eager to tafte of it j 
and if one of them difcovered a new refervoir, 
he called his comrades, who, joining in his 
eeftafy, failed not to tafte of it alfo, and found 
its water ftill more copiops, more clear, and 
more deliqipus than the preceding : .mere chi^ 
dren, who Teemed to intend by drinking now 
to quench the thjrfl that fhoujd oppur to-mor- 
row. 

I had an interior fen fation of pure delight 
in feeing thefe unfortunate Hottentots laugh 
and amiife themf^lves with our paft misfpr- 
tunes, and, fatisfied ^^t^ thp prpfent, difmifs 
all care for the future. JVIy piitjd was fixed 
upon the future ; bot I wa« not inclined to 
diftiirb ' their tranquillity;. Meanwhile one 
thought ftrpngly fuggefted itfejf to ine, ai>d the 
hope that it conjured up in my mind completed 
the chaf m I felt in thefe fcenes, as flmple as 
they were affeCting. The number of refervoii^g 
we found on pHr road, qonvinped me 'th^ th^ 
ftorm had extended a great way : and I had 
^yjery rejifon to conclude, that, comipg fron^ 
C 3 the 
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the weft, it muft have watered, before it reached 
U8, not only the plain where I had left my 
cdmp, but have filled the refervoir near which 
my old Swanepoel remained, with hia four 
men. Every inftant I reprefented to myfclf 
their joy : I depidted them alfo as forming' the 
fame confolatory conjeftures with refpe6l to 
me, and thanked them in my mind for their 
generous attachment. 

At length we arrived at the place where 
Jantje had feen the flock, but fmce the morn* 
ing it had removed, and we perceived it a\ a 
diftance advancing along the ridge of a hill. I 
Went ftraight forward to the f^epherds^ who 
informed us, that they were in fa£t part of 
the horde of Klaas Bafter, to whom one of them 
offered to condud: me. 

The approach of a company like mine was 
calculated to alarm thefe men j and I fancied 
that I perceived in them, as we drew near, 
fyinptoms *of uneafmefs and furprife.. But I 
foon quieted their apprehenfions, by making 
my. people halt j and I fept forward Klaas with 
jhe fliepherd^who had offered to accompany 
US. I direifted them to inform JBafter, that I 
Jiad brought him a letter from our common 

firien^ 
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friend Colonel Gordon, and that J, like him, 
. tvas an inquifitive traveller^ defirous of feeing 
the country. 

The name of Gordon dlilipated every fean 
Prelently I perceived roy ambaflador return- 
ing with a wdUooking mulatto, by the fide of 
whom was another, lower in fixture, and lefe- 
dignified in appearance. The forrtier was KlaaB 
Bafter, the name of the latter was Piet They 
were brothers. They accofted me with franfc* 
nefs, and took me by the hand m the Dutchs 
mode ; for they had acquired the manners of 
the Dutch, as well as their latnguage, ivhich 
they fpoke extremely well. I delivered to 
them the Colonel's ktteri: but here their 
(cience was at a ftand ;, neither of them could 
read ; and the letter was returned to me, as 
ibon aB rcceiv^^ 

The Colonel had defit'ed them to do every 
thmg for me, that might be in their power ; 
but as be could not forefee the diftrefs to which 
I fbould be reduced, he bad of courfe not been 
able to fpecify the kind.of fervice 1 fhould need^ 
Ic was very eafy,hQwever^ibr me t;o filpply what 
was wanting in the letter} aftd ^accordingly with 
my eyes fixed on the paper, I read to them a 
C 4 long 
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long catalogue of my wants, and ventured 
boldly to demand of them, in the Colonel's 
name", all that he might have alked himfelf^ had 
he known my (ituation. 

The weight of this powerful recommenda- 
tion I endeavoured to augment by other ar- 
guments, in the courfe of converfation. As 
we proceeded towards the kraal, I related to 
the two brothers all the difafters we had expe^ 
rienced fince our departure from the Elephants- 
River ; the^ defpair to which we had been re- 
duced for want of water, when the ftorm came 
to relieve us ; and the whole feries of unfor- 
tunate adventures, which had obliged me to 
abandon my three waggons, and to leave my 
people and baggage difperfed upon the road. I 
appeared as if greatly agitated, while I related 
all the obftacles that I found arifing at every 
ftep : and I was really much affeded ; for a 
fecrct prefentiment told me, that thefe obftacles 
would .fome day be multiplied to a degree 
that it would be impoffible for me to overcome 
them. 

My misfortunes feemed to intereft the two 
brothers. They had liftened to the narrative 
mth attention^ and without interrupting me ; 
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hot when arrived near the kraal, the elder fud* 
denly broke filenee, and, ftriking the ground, 
forcibly with his foot, " Do not," faid he, " be 
•* caft down ; in a few days your three wag^ 
^ gons, with all your people, iliall be here." 

Agreeable as was this promife, it appeared 
to roe not the lefs aftonifhing. It ftruck me 
as too difficult a talk for the waggons to ar- 
rive at the mountains where we were fituated ; 
for, though they were lefs high than the ridge 
on iK^hich we had paffed the night, ftill they 
were very confiderably elevated above the 
plain. However, as my hoft engaged for the 
execution of his defign, I could not avoid giv- 
ing credit to its pracfHcability. When we had 
/entered his hut, Klaas Bafter invited me to reft 
myfelf. He then renewed his promifes with 
ilill more energy ; adding, that at the prefenfr 
moment indeed he could not begin to carry 
them into efFe<9:, becaufe his cattle were abfent 
In the paftures; but the moment they returned, 
his brother iliould fet off with all the oxen, 
an(J as many men as were necefiary, to aflift 
Swanepoeland his four companions, to whom 
they fliould carry provifions, and whom I 
ih-Ojuld foon fee. 

This 
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This expedition would be tidings of joy to 
my companions in misfortune, whom i had 
left at the laft place of oui: encampment. Sup- 
pofing that, from my former orders, • part of 
them would have, arrived at the fountain, to 
which I had direfted them' to repair, I fent 
three of my people to acquaint them with it } 
and having done this, they were to purfue the 
road we had taken, between the two chains of 
mountains^ reconnoitre Oliphants-Kop^ and 
thence, ftill following the track of my wag- - 
gons, proceed to inform Swanepoei and hifi 
companions, that they would foon receive af* 
fiftance. 

After dinner, . Klaas Bafter employed his 
people, with thofc of mine who were with me, 
to conftru^a a hut for my ufe ; and towards 
the evening his brother departed from the kraaf, 
to execute the plan he had formed I gave 
him two men armed with mufkets for an efcort, 
and alfo to fervc as guides : befidcs thefe, as he 
paffed the fountain, he was to take with him 
fome more of my people ; becaufe, having to 
load the laft waggon with fuch of the baggage 
as had been taken out of it ami put into the 
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preceding one, a number of haads would b^ 
ncceflary^ 

The time requifitc for this journey woulct 
oblige me to pafs fome day$ at the kraal ; and 
it was poffible, that I might be under the ne- 
cciEty of prolonging my ftay, fince I could no? 
;ivoid giving my caravan, ray horfes, ahd even 
my oxen, if any remained alive, TufEcicnt reft 
^o enable them to recover from their fatigue. 
Jn this compulfory ftate of inadion, I had no 
refourcc but the chace. Accordingly I em- 
ployed the two following day^ in hunting ia 
the mountains with my hoft and my guide* 
But the evening of the.fecond day I experi- 
enced an agreeable furprife, when, as I ap- 
proached the kraal," I perceived my jBag waving 
near the hut which had been erefted for me ; 
iny waggon and people having arrived in the 
.courfe of the day. At this fight an involuntary 
cxclarftation of joy efcaped me ; and hope, 
?psrhich had long been banifhed from my breaft, 
entered it for the firft time, I even found 
ithirteeh ibx^nand both my horfes alive; but 
Ihefe were all the animals, except my g6ats, 
which had furvived. 

for the reft, the chace in thefe mountains 
' ^ promifed 
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protnifed to afford me neither much'fport> nor 
any very valuable fubjedts of natural hifltory. 
Game was very fcarce in theiA, and I faw * 
hardly any thing but a particular fpecies of 
antelope, called by the Hottentots kainft^ and 
by the Dutch kUp^fpringers (rock leapers), of 
which no author has yet given a perfedt d'e- 
fcription. 

.The kainji has received from the Dutch the 
appellation oiklipfpringer on account of the 
^afe Tvith which it leaps from rock to rock ; 
and indeed of all the antelopes there is no one 
equal to it in agility. It is about the fize of a 
kid of a year old, and of a yellowifli grey co- 
lour J but its hair has this peculiarity, that, in- 
ftead of being round, pliable, and firm, like 
that of moil other quadrupeds, it is flat, harfh, 
and fb little adherent to the fkin that the 
fligbteft fridion makes it fall off. Nothing is 
more eafy, therefore, than to deprive this ani- 
mal of its hair : dead qr alive it is the fame ; 
to rub, or even to touch the animal is fufEcient. 
I have often endeafvoured to preferve the fkin 
with the hair on it of thofe I have, killed, but 
I could never fucceedj for, whatever care I 
itopk in flaying them, the fur always came off 
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in fuch quantities, that the ikin was not worth 
keeping. 

Another peculiarity of this fingular hair is 
its being extremely fragile, fo that if you take 
a tuft of it between your fingers, and twift it 
with the other haod, it will break like the 
barbs of a feather. This property, however, 
belongs not exclufively to the hair of the kain/ii 
for I have obferved it in the hair of other qua- 
drupeds, which in the fame xnanner live among 
the rocks. 

The antelope of which I am fpeaking differs 
from the other fpecies alfo in the fhape of the 
foot, which, inftead of being pointed like thfeJrs, 
is rounded at the end ; and as it is always ac^ 
cuftomed, both in leaping and walking, to 
tread with the point of tl\e hoof, without reft- 
ingat all on the heel, it leav^ a print diflinguifh- 
able from that of any other antelope in Africa. 

Its flefli is exquifitely flavoured, and much 
fought after, particularly by the hunters. ' Pan- 
thers and leopards too are equally fond of it j 
and I have been told by the Hottentots, that 
thefe animals unite feveral together to hunt 
the kaiafi, and, when it takes refuge on the 
point of fome fteep rock, that one of them will go 
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to the bottom to wait for his prey^ while th^ 
others advance, and oblige it to leap froni its 
retrcais. For my part, I catinot eredit thefc 
pretended afibciations of animals of the tiger 
kind^ all of which are a<^uftoracd to live foli-* 
tarily, and to hunt eacli for himfelf ; nw have! 
1 feen any wild beads, except the hyaena, the 
jackal, and the dog, join with others of their 
ipecies, march in companies, and form fchemes 
of manceuvring, either in the difcovery or pur^ 
fuit of their game. 

The chace of the kainfi is very amufing. It 
is tru^, it is fcarcely p^ffible to hunt it down 
with dogs, as it foon efcipes them by means 
of its. inconceivable agility, and gets out of their 
reach on the point of fome detached rock, 
where it will remain whole hours fafe from aH 
purfuit, and fufpended, as it were, above the 
abyfs. But in this fituation it is excellently 
placed for the arrow or the ball of the huntf- 
man ; who is commonly certain of (hooting it 
at pleafure, though he is not always able to 
come at it when killed. 

I have often been pleafed with the exceffive 

activity of the kainfi, and once in particular 

was witnefs to a moft aftonifhing inftance of it. 
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I was hunting .one »of thefe animals, when, 
£ix)m the nature of the place, it found itfelf fo 
preflcd by my dogs, as to be on the point of. 
being run down and taken. There were ap- 
parently no . means of efcapcpfince before 
it was a yaft perpendicular rock, by which its 
courfe was necefiarily flopped. In this wall, 
however, which appeared to me perfcdly 
fmooth, was a little ridge, projeding at moft 
not above two inches, which the kainfi quickly 
perceived, and, leaping upon it, to my great 
aftonifliment kept itfelf firm. I imagined^ 
that at any rate it muft foon tumble down ; 
and my dogs too fo fully expeded it, that they 
wn to the. bottom of the reck, to be ready to 
catch it when it fell. To haften its fall, I en- 
deavoured to harrafs it, and make it lofe its 
equilibrium ; and for this purpofe I pelted it 
with ftoacs. All at once, as if gueffing my 
defign, it collGded its whole ftrength, bounded 
over my head, and, falling a few paces from 
me, darted away with the utmoft fpeed. Not- 
withftanding the rapidity of its flight, it would 
have been eatfy for me to have fhot it ; but its 
leap had fo furprifed and amufed me, that I 
gave, it its life. Its ftratagem fucceeded only 
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^ith tnj dogSy who, confufed at feeing it 
cfcape, did not return to me but with a fpecicd 
of fham^. 

Except the kainfi, I faw no other game 
throughout the whole chain of mountains, 
hut fome dafien, or dama antelopes ; and the 
breed of thefe is not numerous, becaufe the 
eagles, and other birds of prey', which inhabit 
the mountains, prevent their, muhiplying. 
' The mode of hunting obferved by thefe 
carnivorous fowls, is a curious fpeiStacle; 
perched on the loftieft fummits and the fteepeft 
rocks of the mountains, they watch their game 
from afar, and their acute fight enables them 
to difcover it at a vaft diftance. If they per- 
ceive one of thefe antelopes among the rocks, 
they dart upon it with the rapidity of light- 
ning, feize it before, it has time to recover its 
hole, and carry it off to their eyry, either to 
devour it themfelves, or to deliver it to the 
talons of their hungry young.- 

/Thefe vultures, and other birds of prey, en- 
gaged my attention much more than the fmall 
quadrupeds I have mentioned. Having always 
the increafe of my colleftion at heart, I hoped 
here to meet with an opportunity of adding 
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to It fome new or interefting fubjeds, and my 
. wiihes were not difappointed. But how w^as 
^ td get within fhot of thefe birds without their^ 
perceiving me ? And if they did perceive me, 
there was no probability of my coming near 
them. My only method was to conceal my* 
ielf among the bruihwood, near a place where 
•there was plenty of dama antelopes^ and to 
wait with patience till the birds^ darted on. 
theif prey. This device fucceede(i ; and I 
was indebted to it for'feveral new and fcarce 
birds, of which I fhall give a defcription in my 
ornithology. 

In thisdiftria I killed, among others, a vul- 
ture, of a pale yellowifti carnation (blanc ifa-^ 
idle). The Dutch planters call it wittC'^kraai^ 
(the white crow) : though it is far from being 
a crow, and is certainly a vulture. By the NU 
miquas it is called ouri-gourap ; another very 
common bird in thefe mountains, of which 
alfo r fhall fpeafc hereafter, and which is allied 
in its charader both to the vulture and the 
crow, and forms between them an intermedin 
ate genus. Its plumage is black ; but, having a 
*vhite patch on the hinder part of the neck^ 
it has thence, in the colonies, received the ap^ 
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l>tlhx,iono£ rir^-bals-iraaiy (ring- neckedcrow). 
It is rare, however, at the Cape, though very 
•abundant among the rocks in queftion. I have 
denominated it the corbivau. 

Thefe yaiious cxGurfions in purfuit of game 
afforded me many adventures, fome of which, 
perhaps, would not be unamufmg to the reader ;; 
but I fliall only relate fuch as may in fome de- 
gree contribute to the improvement of natural 
hiftory, and this is my inducement for reciting* 
the following particulars. 
^ Ope evening, when I had returned^ at aa 
early hour to the kraal, one of Klaa» Baftcr's^ 
herdfmen came haftily to inform us, that he 
had obferved two elephants flop on a neigh* 
bouring heath. Scarcely any news could be 
more interefting to me than this. It recalled 
to my remembrance all the pfeafure I had re- 
ceived m my firft journey, from hunting: thefe 
unimals in the Autcnicjua country j and the 
two mentioned by the herdfman appearing to 
indicate an intention of paffing the night in the 
place where they had been feen, I had every 
refifon to promife myfelf, that I ihould come 
pp with them before they quitted it. It wag 
lefolved, therefore,, that we (holild attack th(^itt 
t ^ ■ -J-- /at 
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they perceived • it ftretched on ihe ground, I 
heard them exclaim repeatedly, and with 
every demonft ration oi ]0Yj poes-kop^ poes-kop. 
Aftoniftied at this exclamation, the meaning of 
which I did not underftand, I defircd Bafter 
tp, explain it ^ me. He anfwered, \\i?xpoes^kop 
M^as the nam^ of a particular breed of ele* 
phants, which had no tufks, and were very 
rarely to be met with ; and tl^at hence arofe 
the fhouts of joy aiid furprife that burft from 
my people* The^^ poes-kops^ he added, though 
deftitute of tulks, were much, mgre dreaded^ 
than elephants provided with them, becaufe 
they were much more malicious. 

After Or thorough examination of thefe ani- 
maW, I was fully convinced, that they were 
not a different fpecies of elephant, as Bafter 
had afferted, but a mere variety, or Itifus m-^ 
tura. Experienced hunters have fince in- 
formed me, that, though the /(?^/*ifo/ J are very 
fearcc, they do not fail to meet with fome oc- 
cafionally, and always dcftitute of tufks, how- 
ever old they may be. That which my hoft 
had jufl: killed had not the leaft appearance of 
tufks ; iind moft certainly would never have 
had any ; for,' as I have already obferved, the 
P 3 tufks 
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tufks begin to be vifible in elephants at t&t 
carlicft age. I have in my colIc<;lioti two^ 
taken from a fucking elephant, probably not 
more than three or four months old, which 
meafure only two inches and a. half in length* 
This is a peculiarity, however, ii> Africa only, 
and by no means in other couotries ; iince it 
is as rare to find an elephafnt with tulks in the 
ifland of Ceylon^ as without them at the Cape 
of GoodrHope. Of this fadl I have been af- 
ftired by perfons, who have refided thiity y^ara 
in the ifland, and were conftantly prefent at all 
the elephant-hunts, which take place there at 
ftated and regular periods. Among a hundred 
elephants taken on thofe occafions,. to find 
two with tuflts would be a phenomenon ; and 
of thofe furnifhed with fuch inftruments of 
defence, the tufts would not weigh more than 
fifteen or twenty pounds. The females of the. 
country of which lam fpeaking never (how 
the leaft veftige of any ; while at the Cape of 
Good-Hope they are never without them of a 
larger or fmaller fize, and even the old males 
have formidable weapons; for it is by tio 
means uncommon to kill one of thefe Vi^ith 
tufks, ef ch of i hundred pounds weight, and 
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mere have been fomc in the Company*6 ftore- 
houfes weighing as much as a hundred and 
fixty pounds, as I bare been affurcd by feveral 
jpetfons of credibility, who had the charge of 
things of this nature. 

Are the elephants of Ceylon then a different 
fpecies from thpfe of Africa? I think they are 
not. At the fame time it is now proved, that 
the rhinoceros of India is of a different ipecie* 
from the rhinoceros of the Cape, fince ihtf 
have diftina charaaers, by which they are 
completely difcriminated from each other : but 
the fame circumftance remains to be Ihewn 
with refpeft to the elephants of the Cape and 
of Ceylon. The planters and Hottentots, who 
have had opportunities of meeting with or 
kilUng poes'kop elephant^, affurcd me they were 
s4l males. That which we had juft killed wa* 
ten feet four inches high (French). To judp 
of its age by its grinders, which were very lit- 
tle worn, it'muft have been ftill very young. 
The female was not more than a foot fnorjer, 
and was the largcft I had ever feen. Its tulks 
weighed twenty pounds each. In the courfe 
f>f my journey, however, I met with larger 
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femak^y tbe tufks of which weighed a ti^fi 
more 

. This' extraordinary bulk ia animals inhabit-p 
log a country. fo fterile, and that affords only 
trackifli water, excited in me confiderabic 
aftonifhment. I obferved, too, that the cattle 
of Bafter were remarkably large and ftrong* 
This double fa£l led me to a very (imple re- 
flexion. While I trayerfed, ii^ my pfeced^ 
i»g journey, the country of the Caffres-an4 
the land of Auteniqua, I every where behe|4 
enchanting fpois, pafturea always green, axid' 
magnificent forefts with rivers and brooks in 
abundance j no country indeed could in ap- 
pearance be more favourable to graminivo- 
rous animals, whether wild or tame : never* 
thelefe they are there flow in growth, and 
never attain more than a middling lize and 
flature. On the contrary, in the country in 
which I now was, the breeds both of wild and 
tame animals were extraordinarily large;; not* 
wiihftanding water, befides its brackiflijiefs 
which I have already had too xnuch oceafion 
to notice, was very fearce, and its dry f^nds 
afforded only meagre plants, with a fort of 
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^t day-break ; and, for this purpofe, I imme- 
diately melted fome lead, to cad fuch balifi as 
we wanted. But Klaas Bafter's fufee would 
not (hoot ftraight j and, to bring it into a proper 
ftate, he fpent a confiderable time in firing at 
a mark, according to the abfurd cuilcm of the 
country. 

More than a pound. of my powder was 
wafted in this manner ; yet this circumftance 
grieved me much lefs than the imprudence and 
obftinac7 ^^ ^^^ man, who could not l^e igno* 
rant that the noifc of this continued popping, 
augmented and repeated by the numerous 
echoes of the mountain, muft alarm the ele- 
phants, and induce them to retire. This was 
cxadly the cafe. The next day, guided hf 
the fliephcrd, and accompanied by feveral of 
my Hottentots, we proceeded with all poffible 
precaution to the heath : but thij precaution 
was ufelefs; for the two animals had quitted the 
place, aiid we faw no marks of them, except 
their dung and their footftepS. However, I 
wasftiU not without hopes of overtaking them, 
as their footfteps pointed out the means of 
purfuing them, if I were inclined fo to do j 
aod tbU was the refolution I adopted. 
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, We rambled a long while over the iftoft 
tirefome ground, and had frequently to, leap 
from one piece of rock to-anothcr, and fcramble 
over the mouldered fragments of the moun- 
tain. With my mind lefs occupied, I fliould 
have enjoyed this tremendous fpedtacle, where 
exhaufted nature wants flrength to renov^c 
hcrfetf. How many fucceffive centuries have 
exercifed their devouring teeth on thefe for- 
midable barriers ! Thus every part of the globe^ 
one after another, becomes the prey of time ; 
or rather the globe itfelf perpetually waftes 
away, and melts infenfibly in the bofom of 
fpace. 

After a very fatiguing walk, made up of 
turnings and windings, we at length perceived 
behind a little hill the two elephants of which 
we were in fearch : and, to add to our good 
fortune, the fituation was fo favourable, that 
we could approach within gun-fhot without 
being perceived. Klaas Bafter an4 I feleded 
each his obje£t. Mine, which was a female, 
dropped inftantly. His was a male : it uttered 
fo dreadful a cry as to make us (hudderwith 
fear, and ran two hundred paces before it fclL 
My Hottentots followed it j ,and -the ogioment 
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%zd fedt an expreis to his fider to infoYm kef 
of it ; and ihe, having her curiofity excited^ 
haftened to fee me. She was a Very chati«ing 
woman ; not pofTefTed indeed of the ileiider 
ihape or ingenuous limplicity ofNarina; on 
the contrary, a flight degree of corpulency was 
prejudicial to the agility of her motions, and 
ihe had all the airs and coquetry incident to the 
remembrance of diftingui(hed birth; for ihe 
was not born a favage, and no doubt laid claim 
to a far fuperior nature* 

Her father was an European, who in his 
youth had gone over to the Cape, and who, 
firft in the fervice of the company, and next of 
a farmer, had contrived, by his labour and 
induftry, to form to himfetf a pretty confider^ 
able eftablifliment, about five-andi-twenty or 
thirty leagues off, on the banks of the Groent^ 
Rivier (green river). At firft he had cohabited 
with a Hottentot woman, by whom he had 
Klaas Batter, Piet Batter, and their fitter. But 
growing vain in proportion as he grew rich, h« 
became afhamed of his wife, and ieparated 
from her to marry a white. The latter 
brought him feveral children, two of whom, 
boys, the one twenty, the other twenty-two 
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years of agi^ lived in the fame houie with him i 
but being, as ^ well as their mother, at enmity 
with him, they contrived to lead him a mod 
wretched life. 

Tbefe young men were not only afhamed of 
their i)[iulatto brothers, but had fo perfecuted 
and harafied them, as to oblige them to flee 
from home. Their fifter had rep^red from 
ditMceto the Hottentot horde of her mother. 
Th« twp Baftere, attached to each other by ties 
<jf friendfliip as well as confanguinity, were 
unwilling to feparate, and had firil formed a 
fettlement together more to the fouth in the 
plain. They had cleared fucccffively two ex* 
cellent fpots, from both of which their rela*^ 
lions had driven them by force, at the fame time 
killing part of their cattle. Frequently they 
liad been favage enough even to beat an4 
wound poor Klaas, who was the principal ob- 
jed of their animofity. At length, tp fliua 
their fury, he had agreed with his brother t6 
come and fettle among the mountains, where 
he hoped to be more cafily concealed. Hav- 
ing both married Hottentot women, they 
formed, with their family and the people at^ 
'tached to them^ who were all relations, a Horde 
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jg^a^ x»lle4 the bpfhm^n's graf$. Hi^Qce I 
was naturally: led to fuppofe, that in wa;t€ry 
fcountriesthe juices of vegetables are too aque^ 
pus and deficient in nutriment. Perhaps too 
t}xe earth has veins producing different juices, 
more or lefs nutxittops. Hitherto Jl^ hiPtd beea 
ijQduce4 to beljoY^, that a Tandy foi^ «f whaic- 
cver kind, that of the Nimiquas foir^jexampl^ 
mud produce falts injurious to the plants 
growing on it, and confequently prejudicial |o 
cattle J and that, on the contrary, the delight- 
ful countries of Auteniqua and Cafiraria, the 
foil of which is good and well watered, muflb 
furailh in abundance the juices beneficial to 
life: but I abide by the fa£t, more certaia 
than any conjeftures, and leave the tafk of 
inveftigating its caufes to any one who m^y 
iphoofe to undertake it. I fliall oply remark, that 
I have generally obferved land, too much water-- 
ed produce hprbs that are acid, which oattle 
not ufed to the'm refufe. The colonifts term 
fuch fpilsyi^r^-'y/^i/^ (four land)* 

. Before we quitted our two elephants, I de-* 
termincd to extradt the tulks of the female. 
My Hottentots begged me to carry away the 
chine? of the animals alfo. Thefe two ope- 
rations 
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tations confumed the remainder of the da^, 
and obliged tis to pafs tibe night in the midft d£ 
this huge flaughter-houfc. Thofe delicious arid 
T^re morfelsy the feet, were roafted as ufuaHn 
the embers. Every one was adive in prepar- 
ing this feaft, for it was long fince we had 
Yavourfcd any thing like it. The choiceft mor^ 
fels being allotted for the mafter, while the left 
'dilnty chines gratified the more hungry, every 
'gueft falling to with much joy and-appetitc, and 
good water being plenty, nothing was wanting 
to this celebrated fupper, but the certainty of 
(making a fimilar one every day. 

Thus diverting my leifure hours, I divided 
^my days between the pleafure of hunting, and 
that of acquiring from the two wandering bro- 
thers more accurate information refpeding the 
coutitry which I intended to traverfe. But 
the moft agreeable day to me was unqucftion- 
zhlf that on which I faw all my effeds arrive 
at the kraal bf Klaas Bafter, and my people , 
a0embled around me. Every one was eager 
to teftify his joy : every one endeavoured 
to outvie the reft in reciting all the anxiety he 
liad felt on account of my dangers : and I was 
obliged to attend to this overflow of proteftav 
4 tioQS. 
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tloflA# ]^usaai;ri& panicula^r pieaiuw tliatl 
embraced Swanepoel. The good old - tnati 
had defpaired of ever feeing me agaln^ and 
yet had remained faithful to his poft* tSince 
my dep^rture^ he and his company had partly 
lived on a pafan antelope, which he had killed oa 
its coming to dtink at their refervwr. Luckily 
the ftorm, which we had experienced on the 
mountain, extended alfo to them, and ihfuired 
' them a provifion of water for fome time, hy 
filling their ciftern. They had even recovered' 
one of my oxen, which I had left dying on the 
road. Relieved from its thirft, and revived by 
the rain^ the animal had proceeded on its way». 
and, guided by the fires which they had kept 
burning, had actually rejoined them, Swane* 
poel had flattered himfelf, that he fliould allb 
fee again the three dogs which had quitted me: 
hut thny never appeared, and no dc^bt re^ 
mained in the defert, where they became wild* 
B\it what gave him moft uneaiineis in his little 
c^mp was, the frequent attacks of the lidnt 
md hyaenas. The carcafes of the oxen I had, 
left on the road ha4 attraded by their fmeU 
^ cohfidcrable aflemblage of thefe ravenous 
|>ej!^ft^j the fiercenefs and number of which werie 
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a Aibjed of very ferious alarm Co his final! 
company. 

X j^y qarav»Qb«ingairembledFequire4ofm0 
freih careS) afiiduoys attentioa, and of courfe a 
ii^or^ fedeotary life. It \& true> the chain of 
mountain^ not abounding with animak^ a few 
d^ys were fufficient to procure m^ every ad-* 
dition I could mak^ to my coUei^ion ; fo that 
I hunted only by way of varying my occupa- 
tions, or avoiding idlenefs ; and very foon an 
<vent» which I was far from fufpe£ting^ obliged 
5\e t£> give it up entirely. 

One day as I was ranging the valleys with 
5iy gun, I faw at a diftance a female mulatto, 
who, mounted on an ox, which fhe managed 
gracefully, appeared to be proceeding to the 
Jcraal She was drefled in the Hottentot 
mode, arid was conduded by a man, who I 
knew belonged to the horde of Klaas Bafter. 
As foon as her guide perceived me, he pointed 
me out to her, and ihe immediately put her 
animal upon the trot to overtake me. Accoft- 
ing me in Dutch, (he alighted, and requefted 
liJe to accompany her to the kraal. It was a 
lifter of my hoft, yet unmarried^ and living in 
a diftant horde. On ^i^ day of my arrival, he 
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COflipo£sd of fixteeo or eighteen hiitt. Khz^ 
however, lived in perpetual difquietnde ; air 
ways afraid of being difcovered and furprifed 
by his cruel brothers : and this was the caufe 
of the akrm which the Shepherds had teflified^ 
when I appeared with my troop. 

As his brothers refided at the Namef o^ Klaad^ 
was in fome meafure at th^ir difcretion ; and, 
to fay the truth, I was allonUhed at his remain-- 
ing in their neighbourhood, fmce he expeded 
to have his days finifhed by a mufket ball^ aa 
he himfelf aifured me, which would have hap« 
pened long ago bad they not more than, once 
milTed their aim* Pitying his fituation, I waf 
dtfirousof bringing about a reconciliation be-« 
tween him and his family, a& a return for the 
Services he had rendered me ; and, aa I was ta 
pails through the diftri<fk they inhabited, I 
formed the defign of effeding thi4 purpofe^ 
Its fuccefs appeared fo certain, that I hefitated 
not to offer my mediation to the unfortunate 
Bafter, and went fo far as even to pledge my- 
felf for the ratification of a treaty of peace, if 
he would but aecompaiiy me. He appeared 
fenfible of the motive that prompted my offers ^ 
but he jdeipaired of the poifibility of mollifying 
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the hatred of his inipkcible relations, and «* 
ijuefted of me, as a particular favour j if- 1 
fhould fee them on niy joutney, not to men* 
tion his name^ and even to conceal from theni 
that I had feen him. 

Thefifter, both from her natural difpofitiorf, 
and the mode of life Ihe had embraced, ap-* 
peared to be perfedly happy. Her day^, 
while I was with her, were fpent in frolic and 
merriment. She was above all extremely cu- 
irious. My waggons and equipage fo occupied 
her atteAtion, that (he was continually examin- 
ing them. I had not a piece of furniture or a 
fingle implement of which fiie would not know 
tt\c name; atid the ufe. To pleafe her, I wasi 
obliged to open and empty all my boxes ; and 
Ihe fuffered not the leaft bundle or the fmalleft 
drawer to efcape, Refpeding myfelf, alfo, fhe 
was inexhauftible in her queftions ; and fre- 
quently put to me fuch fimple and frank ones, 
^ as almoft to render me curious in my turn. 
My beard, which as yet was not very large, 
was a fubjeft of fmgular amufement; fhc 
handled it without ceremony, toyed with me 
in all ways, and told me, that in her eyes I 
was handfomer than the handfomeft Hotten- 



Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



A F R I C A* 49 

t6t4 I thought her alfo very well for the 
place where we were, and indeed fhe was the 
Venus of the €Ountry. The fcantinefs of her 
attire left great part of her charms expofed to 
view ; but fhe thought no more of indelicacy 
in exhibiting, than of modefty in concealing 
them. A man of lefs temperance would have 
had no favour to afk, and ho denial to fear. 

Meanwhile it appeared ftrange to me, that^ 
Keing defcended from a white parent, and 
having it in her power to live among whites^ , 
and fettle heffelf in a habitation like her father's^ 
flie fliould renounce fuch an advantage. This 
ren\ark I made to her, and alked what motive 
flie had for preferring the wandering life of 
the Hottentots, and adopting a cafte lefs re- 
fpedable than that in which fhe was born. 
Her anfwer aflonifhed me. It was rational, 
and appeared to originate from a fort of na- 
tive philblbphy which I certainly did not ex- 
pedl to find in fo giddy and volatile a head- 

" It is true I am the daughter of a white 
** man," faid (he, " but. my mother is a Hot- 
*' tentpt. Thus allied by birth to two dif- 
•' ferent races, I had to choofe with which of 
•* them I would live. You know the pro- 

Vol. II. E *♦ found 
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** found contempt which the whites entertain 
*' for the blacks, and even for thofeof a mixed 
*' breed like myfelf. To fettle among them 
" was to expofe myfelf to daily difgrace and 
" affronts, or -to be reduced to live alone, foli- 
** tary and unhappy ; ' while among the Hot* 
** tentots I was fure of finding a welcome, and 
** of being treated with fricndfliip and efteem^ 
^* What, let me afk, would you have done in 
♦* my place ? For my part, between certain - 

, ^* friends, and undoubted enemies, T faw no 
** room to hefitate. I preferred happinefs to 
♦* pride. Aniong your planters I fhould have 
** been overwhelmed with humiliations : a- 
<^ mong thofe of my mother s complexion I am 

' ** happy. Efteemed and refpeded, and per^ 
^* fedly free, I am in want of nothing. Elffe* 
** where I fliould have (hed torrents perhaps of 
" tears : hete 1 laugh all the day lon'g j and 
•* you may judge from my difpofition whether 
*' lam content." 

Thus fagacioufly did my pretty mulatto 

reafon j and if her playfulnefs and frivolity 

fometimes teafed me, to balance the account I 

was frequently aftoniflied at her good fenfe. 

One morning as Ihe was rambling round 
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my waggons and tents, ihe fuddenty called to 
me aloud, and putting into my hand an egg 
not yet cold, *^ Here/' faid (he, " this belongs 
*' to you. But let it teach you to be lefs neg- 
" ligent, and do not again let it be neccflary 
" for me to wait upon your heels, and giv« 
•• you lefTons of vigilance." 

The egg had been found in a bufli, where 
it had been laid by the hen, which, when I fet 
out upon, my fecond journey, I had given a» a 
companion to my cock* In reality, neither 
I nor my people fufpcdled, that^ after a jour- 
ney in which ihe had fo much fufFered from 
want and fatigue, a few days reft were fuC- 
ficient to recover her ftrength, and enabl6 
her fo foon to give me eggs. This^ however, 
'was certainly not the firft. At fcaft I faw 
near the neft fragments of broken ftielfe, whirfl. 
proved that others had been laid. 

It was poiDble, that a weafel or fome fuch 
animal had come unknown to ue, and devour- 
ed the produce of my hen ; but • there was a 
culprit nearer at hand that might be fufpeded 
with more appearance of probability. This 
Was my ape. Such is the efFedt of a reputation 
defervedly loft. If any crime was committed 
E2 t© 
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to which gluttony was the incentive^ if any 
theft of eatables was difcovered, Kees was iri- 
(lantly accufed, and the accufation was feldom 
unfounded. 

On this, occafion I was defirous of fatlsfying 
xnyfelf whether I was right in my conjedpre : 
and the next morning I kept on the watch, till 
the hen fhould inform me by her cries of having 
laid, Kees was then on my waggon : but no 
fooner did he hear the firft cackle of the hen^ 
than he leaped upon the ground, and was run- 
ning to the egg. Stopped linexpeftedly by 
my prefence, he afFedted a carelefs attitude^ 
balanced himfelf awhile on his hind-legs, and, 
winking his eyes with a filly air, walked back- 
ward and forward feveral times before me ; in 
fliort, he employed all his cunning to t^ke off 
my attention, and deceive me refpeding his 
defign. Thefe hypocritical mapocuvres con- 
firmed me in my fufpicions; and prefently I 
was convinced of the truth, when, to deceive 
him in my turn, pretending to turn my back 
onth? bufh, I faw him dart towards it and 
bear away the egg. I ran after him, and ar- 
rived juft at the moment when, having broken 
the fhell, he was fwallowing its contents. It 
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'ixrill readily be prefumed, that the knave did 
not efcape unpuniftied for his crime. Yet, (6 
incorrigible is a perverfe difpofition, that my 
corredion, fevere as it was, had no cfFedt in 
curing him of the practice. 

An ape is in reality an intradable animal* 
It is true he poflefles fuch powers of inftind:, 
that he can often render important fervices ; as 
■mine did to me on more than one occafion. 
But if he has invention, and becomes ufeful, 
it is filways for himfclf and not for you that 
he labours. Certainly no animal upon earth 
is fo dexterous, or perhaps fo artful. Yet if 
you attempt to employ him in any exercife or 
finy work which is not v^oluntary, you will 
find him dull and awkward. It is only by 
.dint of hunger and 'blows that you can difci- 
pline him to certain tricks : and of fome faults 
that are natural to him it is impoffible to cor* 
red him. He is lafcivious, gluttonous, thievilh, 
revengeful, and paflionate ; and if he has not 
the vice of lying, the favages fay it is becaufe 
he does not choofe to talk. 

Perfuaded that I fhould never change 

the nature of mipe, and never get an egg, 

\yilefs I kept hiijj chained up all the morur 

E3 ing^ 



Digitized 



by Google 



54 TRAVELS IN 

ing, I endeavoured to beat him at hia owil 
weapons. For this purpofe I trained one of 
my dogs to run to the neft the moment the 
hen give notice of having laid/ and bring me 
the egg without breaking it. This was done 
in a few days : but Kees, when the fignal 
was given, ran as well as he to the neft. A 
contcft then arofe, and often it was not the 
dog, though the ftronger of the Iwo, that car- 
ried the day. If the dog was fuccefsful, he» 
ran with joy to bring me his prize, while 'the 
ape followed growling and threatening with 
his teeth, till I had .taken the egg ; when he 
appeared to be confoled for the lofs of his prize, 
by finding that*his antagonift did not enjoy it. 
If Kees was the vi£tor, he ran up into a tree, 
and, having fwallowed the egg, 'threw the 
fliell at the dog, as if by way of defiance, 
who returned with a look of fhame that in- 
formed me of his mifadventure. 

Thefe details may appear trifling to many 
who will read my work folely to criticife it ; if 
indeed they do not critlciie without reading it : 
but to others, perhaps, they will be more ufeful 
than thofe tirefome defcriptions, ^hofe end- 
lefs accounts which are frequently given of an 
4 ' infed,- 
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jnfc<a, or a part of ai^ infed, and the dimen- 
fioas without number of an animal. To me 
it is pleafing to begin my journeys again ; to 
think, to feel, and obferve all that L have 
feen, thought, and felt in the courfe of them ; 
leaving to great geniufes to contemn thefe 
trifles : and I take the greater pleafure in them, 
becaufe they keep me at my own level. Such 
at leaft has ever been my plan— Plan <lid I fay ? 
I have none : nor could I ever difcoyer what 
fcience there is in writing a book. Mme, 
however, if it is one, will always hav-e this' 
■ gre.it advantage in my opinion, that of not 
bein^ made on purpofe ; and this is the reafon; 
why I would not even think of it.. I have fo 
often talked over my travels, that it is not dif- 
ficult for me to write them : and any one of my 
friends who has a good memory, and has 
heard me give an account of them, might eafily 
and in the fame manner write them for me. 
Such are the whole of my literary pretenfions. 
As to the mofl: celebrated part of travels, new 
obfervations and difcoveries; fomething of the 
kind (for fuch there muft neceflarily be) will 
, be found in the particular defcriptibns of the 
new fijbjeds I acquired in Africa, which I 
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{hall foon lay before the public j but let no one 
exped, as I have already obferved, geometrico- 
inicrofcopical deraonftrations. 1 fliall enlarge 
with pleafurcon the manners and habits of the 
animals with which I have lived: the moft 
iimple obfervation of this nature will afford us 
more happy and certain conclufions, than the 
examination of their fmoking and dumb en- 
trails ; — that abfolure quackery, calculated to 
deceive its ignorant admirers, and often, which 
is dill worfe, the learned themfelves. 

I fhall more particularly attend to the efTen- 
tial parts, and of thofe parts (hall confider 
chiefly the forms. With regard to the animal 
altogether, that is to fay its external appear-- 
ance, a fimple defcription, aflifted by an accu- 
rate figure, will always be fufficient to dif* 
tinguifh it, and prevent it from being con- 
founded with another : but God forbid that I 
fliould ever employ mytin^e in meafuririg the 
length, breadth, and thicknefs of every tooth 
of a quadrupede, in giving the exadl dimen- 
fions of the apertures of the eyes and of the 
noftriU, the magnitude of the hole of each 
verteljre, the circumference and diameter of 
th^ anus, the thicknefs of the reftum, the 
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fi2c of every inteftine, and the comparative 
length of the hair in all the different parts of 
the body. So much fcience is afluredly be- 
yond my fphere ! , 
I arrived at the horde the 23d of July, and 
had been there eighteen days. I began to 
languifh with impatience, and was delirdus of 
refuming my journey j but eager as I was ta 
be gone, I had thought this ftay neceffary to 
reft and recruit my cattle. My horfes had 
already refumed their ftrength and fire. Of 
thirteen oxen which my people had brought' 
with them, feven were tolerably recovered; 
but there were fix of which I defpaired. There 
is no cloven-footed animal in which the vital 
powers are more flowly renovated than in the 
ox. Having no cutting teeth in the upper 
jaw, it can pluck up the grafs only with its 
lips, which, being thick, will not allow it to 
crop the fhort and fucculent . blades of the 
young fhoots. If fatigue does not leave it 
fufficient ftrength to ruminate, when it meets 
with forage of indifferent quality, its ftomach, 
for want t)f this fecond and neceffary maftica-. 
lion, has to exercife its digeftive faculty on 
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imperfeftly comminuted, grafo, incapable of 
afibrding due nourilhment. 

My people, well fatisfied with the idle and 
quiet life they led in the horde, entreated mc 
to remain a few days longer, to give my fick 
03cen time to be perfedlly recovered. But my 
patience was exhaufted : I preferred rather to 
leave thefe oxen behind ine: and though { 
iKid every reafon to expefl: a continuance of 
drynefs and misfortunes, as my journey was 
in a contrary diredtion to that of the feafons ; 
though prudence direiaed mc to return to the 
Cape J and though there was fcarcely any thing 
butfalfe ihame which induced me toperfift 
in my fcheme, I refolved to refume my path, 
and purfue my exoirfion to the Nimiquas. 

At the fame time my health was far from 
being in a pcrhOi (late, and I ftill felt fome 
inconveniency from an accident which had 
cohfined me a week to my tent. 

Among all the remarkable plants of this 
canton,, that which mofl fixed my attention, 
was a Ipecies of thorny geranium with large 
fiowers, which the Nimiquas call ttourap. This 
geranium has a peculiar property : all its^ in- 
t terj^l 
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temal part completely decays in time^ while 
the bark remains tinaffeded. In this (late its 
trunk and branches are perfedly hollow : the 
bark aflumes a certain degree of tranfparency, 
and the colour of fine Flanders glue; and, if 
thrown upon the fire, it does not burn like 
wood, but fhrivels up and twifts like a piece 
of catgut. 

Some of thefe geraniums bear white flowers, 
others yellow : but they are only varieties of 
the fame fpecies ; for I have found flowers ci 
both colours on the fame flock. 

Among thofe with which I was furroundcd 
I found a very beautiful one, of which I made 
a drawing ; and when I had finifhed it, I im- 
prudently, threw the original out of my tent, 
near my waggon. At night, called up by 
a natural neceffity, 1 alighted from my wag- 
gon, and, not thinking of the geranium, leaped 
barefoot upon it, fo that one of my feet was 
plunged in its thorns up to the ankle. The 
pain I felt was fo great, that I gave a loud 
fcream, which brought all my people about 
me. They found me fupporting myfelf on 
one leg, while the other was nailed to, the 
thorny trunk^ without my daring to make the 
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Icaft motion to extricate it. The worft of the 
affair was, I did not know how to free myfelf 
from this implement of torture ; for I could not 
move the thorns from my foot on one fide 
without plunging them deeper into it on the 
other. , ^t length they lifted me from the 
ground, reclining me a little in a horizontal 
pofture,; and then tore away the plant at one 
jerk. 

This was a fcvere operation ; yet I bore it 
patiently, believing it would be the laft of my 
fufferings, and that nothing more would be 
wanting to my cure, than to ftay the inflam- 
mation. With this view I direded my foot 
and ankle to be wrapped up in a poultice of 
herbs and milk, which the Hottentots made 
, for me ; and went to bed, not doubting but I 
' fhould be able to walk as ufual the next day. 
To my great aftoniChment, however, the day 
following I found my fufferings mych in-, 
creafed ; and my foot, leg, and even thigh 
were fo extremely fwoUen, that I could not in 
the leaft move them. Klaas Bafter and his 
Hottentots, feeing me in this ftate, aflerted that 
the plant was poifonous, and that nothing 
coyjd cure me but baths of warm milk. Thefq 
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I cinpldyed, and I remamed a week Without 
quitting my bed. On the eighth day the 
dwelling was* completely gone : but, though 
I could ftand on my foot, the leg was of a 
greeniih^-brown hue ; and more than three 
months elapfcd before it refumed its natural 
colour. My people called tHe plant, afCer my 
accident, ^i//-/afc(?r» (poifon-thom). 

Such was the ftate of my health when I 
purpofed to depart. Every caufe of uneafine^ 
affailed me at once, and on all fides I beheld 
fubjefts of alarm. I had procured by barter 
from Klaas thirty ftieep, to form a new flock. 
Defirous that, like my other animals, they^ 
fliould acquire a habit of not wandering from 
my camp on my journey, I ordered them to 
be kept with my goats near my waggons and 
tents for fome days. But Iheep were not the 
cattle of which I had moft need. How could 
I fet out on my expedition with only f^ven 
oxen fit for fervice, when I wanted three com- 
plete teams ? 

The horde was too far diftant from any 
fettlement for me to flatter myfelf with buy- 
ing any in the neighbourhood. In reality I 
had depended upion Bafter: but he, having 
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• hcguh to clear fotne ground for the purpole 
irf fowing the grain neceflary for the confurap-^ 
lion of his horde^ wanted lit hisr* oxen^ The 
utuioft I could obtain from him by the moll 
,ui^eht folicitation was one tcaou ** Do yoa 
" fee thofe lofty ^lountains of Camis T' faid he 
to me : " you will there find as many as you 
*' want. Your conveyance thither fhall be 
•* my bufihefs. I will fend my brother to con- 
•^ dufl: you : he fhall take with him as many 
* mea and oxen as your waggons require ; 
^ and wheDr he has put you into a fituation to 
** procure frefli cattle, he fliall then return^' 

Circumftanced as I was, I could not defire a 
marc fatisfaQory offer, for it afforded me the 
meatus of continuing my journey. What in- 
deed could Bafter do mote ? Or v^hat n\ore 
could I afk of him I Yet I had flill another wifh 
at heart, and that was to take my hoft himfei£ 
with me. I was going to traverfe the country 
of tlie Great Nimiquas j and I knew that he 
had vifited thofe people, was' known to moft 
of their hordes, fpoke their language fluently, 
and of qourfe might be infinitdy ferviceabic . 
to me in my intercourfe with them. The 
difficulty was to prevail on him to accompany 

mc» 



Digitized 



by Google 



AFRICA* t$ 

tne. I had often felt fits pulfe upcm tlie fub^i 
jed, but had found him always draW back ; 
notwithftanding he had already travelled thithet 
twice, once with Colonel Gordon, and again 
^ith the Engliih traveller Paterfon *. At length 
I attempted to gain him by means of his fiftef^ 
his fifter-in-hw, arid his wife. Thefe I brought 
bver to my party by a few prefents ; and they 
fucceeded ib well, that he had nothing farther 
to obje<3: but the fear of being met and attacked 
by his brothers. But upon reprefenting to 
him that, furrounded as he would be by my 
people, and under the protedion of my arms 
and theirs, he had nothing to apprehend ; and 
afluring him, that if they dared approach my 
camp, or attempt any a£t of violence, I would 
write inftantly to Colonel Gordon, to demand 
their being punilhed by the government ; he 
at laft yielded to my requeft. 

Our terms were foon fettled. They were 
four rixdoUars a month, as much tobacco as he 
chofe, and hardware fufficient to purchafe a 
few oxen when we ftiould arrive among the 

* Who has publilhcd an account of hi$ travth, which 
has been tranllated into French. 
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JNrmiqua84 However, though he accepted 
thefe terms without hefitation, and even with** 
out alking me to make any addition to them, 
1 perceived that he .was by no means flattered 
vrith them. In reality they were little to a 
man ppffefled of eight hundred flieep^ and 
more than (wo hundred oxen, and whocon- 
fequently, in his fituation, might be deemed 
rich. But when I offered him a daily allow- 
ance of brandy alfo, he could not contain him- 
felf for joy. living, as he did, far from the 
colony, he had had few opportunities of drink- 
ing this kind of liquor, yet was he paflionately 
fond of it : during my ftay with him I had 
occafionally treated him with a little j and of 
all the means of operating upon his mind, this 
was the moft powerful. 

He added one condition, however, to our 
agreement, which was, that I fhould conduift 
him back again to his horde: a condition 
' which a little thwarted my views ; for though 
the obftacles which were continually arifing 
made me almoft defpair of the fuccefs of my 
joymey, I ftill retained the wifh to accomplifh 
it. Meanwhile I refieded, that if thefe obftades 

in the end compelled me to trace back my fteps^ 
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it i^rould coft me much lefs inconvenience to 
bring Bafter back with me. 

On the fuppofition that I fhould do this^ 
the family requefted me to employ my intereft 
with the governor on my return, in behalf of 
his horde, and to obtain for ihem the liberty 
of carrying arms, which are forbidden to all 
the Hottentots, yet were neccflary to thefe, to 
defend them not only from the incurfions of 
the Boflimen, but from the attacks of their re- 
lations, who had already often difarmed them. 
To this requeft I acceded as inconfiderately as 
I had done to the former ; though indeed it by 
no means expofed me to a breach of promife, 
for if I fhould not have it in my power pcr- 
fonally to folicit this favour, I could at leaft do 
It in writing, and on parting with Bafter could 
give him letters of recommendation to Colonel 
Gordon and the new fifcal. 

In the mean time I gave the horde ten pounds 
of powder, with ball in proportion, and lef^ 
them a fufee for their defence during the abr 
fence of Bafter. This gift was the more 
agreeable^ as the horde had long been in want 
of ammunition, I alfo made fome prefent to 
every individual belonging to it ; the women, 
' Vol. n. F ia 
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in particular, Were not forgotten ; but the fifter 
alkedx)ne favouf of me for which I was not pre- 
pared. Three days after my arrival at the horde, 
ope qf my bitches had brought me a litter of 
eight whelps. As I am firmly of opinion, that 
nature never errs, and that a mother can afford 
nouriftiment for all the y6ung fhe produces, 
however many they may be, unlefs particular 
cjrcumftances deprive her of food, I did not 
deftroy any of thefe whelps ; they might here- 
after become ufeful to me, and 'replace t>oth 
thofe I had already loft, and thofe of which 
future accidents might deprive me. The 
mulatto was about to quit me ; and, as a laft 
teftimony of friendfhip, (be begged of me one 
of my puppies, which at firft I refufed ; but 
fhe was fo urgent, that I was obliged to com- 
ply with her requeft. How indeed could I 
refufe the fifter of two men, to whom I and 
my people owed our lives I' 
- On the tenth of Auguft I refumed my jour- 
ney. My intention was to pafs the night at 
Poes^hp-H^vel ; which was the name we 
fead givea X4 the place where the elephants' 
wete killed^ The carcafe3 of thefe animals 
wore fiot^ot wholly confumed ; and whether 
*; - ■ — ' it 
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It was tte fight or the fmell of their remains, my 
oxen took fright, and were fo unruly in their 
traces, that it became ncceffary to unharnefs 
' them as quickly as poflible. The inftant they 
were at liberty, they fet oflF on a gallop towards 
the horde, and fome of our company were 
obliged to run after them to bring them back. 

Already, in the morning, when they were 
firft put to the waggons, they had fhown them- 
felves reftive, and it was not without difl^culty 
that we harnefled them. The fatal confe- 
quences that might arife from fuch dangerous 
freaks prefented themfelves to my mind, and 
made me ftill more regret the Iqfs of my old 
teams. To how many accidents fliould I be 
expofed from animals fo badly broken in ! 
This was a new fubje<3: of inquietude. Hap- 
pily, however, all I fuffercd this day was in 
apprehenfion. Thef^ cattle, which gave me- 
fo much reafon to fear for my people and 
my waggons, foon became gentle, and even 
travelled with eafe twenty-four leagues in 
the next three days, acrofs mountains and 
through execrable roads, where we only once 
met with water, and that horribly bad. For-' 
tunately we found fome in the trenches of 
F 2 Black- 
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Bjack-Thorn river (SwarteDoorn Rivlerj^ 
where we encamped on the third day, at nooiu 
This waa bordered with very large mimofas all 
along its courfe. 

Having, while the cattle were unharn effing, 
proceeded forward* to examine the place, I 
faw^ with equal joy and furprife, a waggon 
guarded by fome Hottentots. I accofted, and 

, put feveral queftions to thefe men refpedting 
the motives that brought them thither. But 
n>y joy was foon converted into uneafmefs^ 

, when they informed me, that the waggon be* 
longed to Piet Pinar, who had taken them into 
his fervice, and with whom they were juft ar* 
rived. Pinar was the great hunter, the famous 
ranger of woods, of whom I have before 
fpoken, and who is mentioned in Paterfon's 
work. He bad travelled with Colonel Gordon, 
and at the moment of my departure from the 
Cape, he had come and offered to accompany 
me alfo : but his character had induced me to 
refufe him, for the reafons I have elfewherc 
given, and it was with real forrOw 1 no\y met 
him on my way. 

However, he rendered me ope kind of fer- 
vice. As he gave out at the Cape, that be 

was 
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Ipiras going to hunt elephants among the great 
Nimiquas, Sjerrurier, who fucceeded Boers in 
the office of fifcal, had hop^d that he would 
fall in. with me, either on the road or among 
that people, and had- accordingly given him a 
letter and a packet for me. 

The packet came from Holland^ and was 
fent by Temminck, who, defirous of having 
in his colleclion a peculiar fpecies of hornbill, 
requefted me to procure it for him, adding, 
that it was to be met with in Africa, and that 
he had ihclofed me the beak of one that I 
might not miflake it. Temminck was per- 
fe^Iy right. The hornbill which he men- 
tioned was in reality an African bird, and 
pretty frequently feen on the eaftern coaft : but 
it iis fo wild, diftruftful, and difficult to ap- 
proach, that it muft always be very fcarce in 
colledions. During the whole of my firft 
journey, I had it in my power to (hoot only a 
fingle one, which was in the country of Au- 
teniqua : and, as if I had foreknown my friend's 
wifh, I had been eager to pay him the com- 
pliment of it, and had already fent it him by 
Boers. The defire expreffed in his letter en* 
hanced in my eyes the value of this hornbill, 
. F 3 and 
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and I felt a pleafure in imagining, that at the 
very moment, perhaps, when I received his 
requeft, the bird he fo much wanted was 
adually in his hands. 

The news which Temminck fent me of 
Hollandj and Serrurier of the Cape, were 
highly gratifying in my prefent fituation, but 
I ' would rather have received them by other 
hands thanthofe of Pinar. My meeting with 
him feemed to forebode me no good ; I was 
alarmed at his being in my neighbourhood ; 
and my fears, as will be feen, were but to0 
well founded. 

Though Pinar had followed a different track, 
his journey had not been more fortunate thap 
mine : like me he had experienced the cala- 
mity of drought and want of forage ; but as he 
had but one waggon and few people, he had 
extricated himfelf from them with lefs diffi- 
culty. I was obliged to liften to the tirefome 
and endlefs tale of his prowefs, with which I 
will not trouble the reader, for never was ftory 
told with more prolixity ; though, after the 
fervice he had juft rendered me, I could not 
aVoid hearing it. 

According to his own account, he was re- 
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pairing to the country, of the great Nimiquis, 
with no other defign^ than that of hunting 
elephants, and trading in ivory. But I knew 
the adventurer too well, to truft hia decla- 
rations. BeOdes, I had feen of what bis bag- 
gage confided ; and being myfelf alfo a tra- 
veller, I. knew that elephants were not killed 
■with hardware, tobacco, and brandy. His 
real and fole objed was to trade in cattle ; and 
he had talked of hunting fchemes only to Wind 
the eyes of Adminiftration,and avert fufpicion. 
This requires to be explained. 

The trade with the favages in catlle is 
among thofe which the Company has refervcd 
cxclulivdy to itfdf; and this fpecies of trafiic 
is prohibited' under very fevere penalties. But 
in countries fo remote from the fuperintend- 
ance of Government, how is it to be prevented ? 
And when it wants even the power to enforce 
the execution of its other laws, is it to be ex^ 
peded that thofe relating to the revenue fliould 
remain uninfringed ? The prohibition in 
queftiontoo is more eafily eluded, becaufe no 
one is particularly charged with enforcing ^ it ; 
and befcaufe every body befides is interefted in 
F4 the 
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the fraud, fo that certainty of profit is added to 
that of impunity. 

Meanwhile, were thefe contraband traders 
guilty only of infringing the fifcallaws, the bu- 
finefs woiild be a trifle. But what daring ini- 
quities, what horrible crimes, do they not coip- 
mit ! A few colonifts, well armed, aflemble to- 
gether : then, falling fuddenly on fome folitary 
horde, they compel thofe who compofe it to 
l>ring them all their cattle, from which they 
fe]e£t fuch as^may fuit them, and give in retura 
what they think proper. What can poor fa- 
vages, to whom fire-arms are unknown, do 
againft fuch formidable banditti ? If they at- 
tempt to rcfift, or even venture to complain, 
their lives arc in danger. Accordingly, no 
fooner is it known that a party of fuch fmug« 
glers is out upon an expedition, than they 
haflen to remove their herds, which they 
fend into the woods and mountains, where 
they keep them concealed, this is the only 
mode they have of preferving them from 
plunder, and to this the favages all have re- 
courfe. 

Often have I arrived at a horde without 

find- 
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finding fo much as a finglebeaft ; forjudging 
of me by others^ they had taken me for one 
of thofe pretended cattle-merchants, whole 
prefcnce is a real calamity. To remove thefe 
unfavourable prejudices, it was requifite for 
me to remain fome time with the favages, that 
they might know me better, or learn from my 
people the motive of my travels. When this 
was done, their confidence revived^ they re* 
lated to me the abominable crimes perpetrated^ 
by the wretches with whom I had been con* 
founded : I faw their cattle re-appear; and, if I 
wiihed to purchafe ,any, I was left to make 
choice among them, aad they were all at my 
difpofal. I dealt on honourable terms, and 
paid honeftly for what I purchafed ; and at my 
departure I had the confdlation to hear thofe 
lips^ which had hitherto beftowed execrations 
only on the whites, confefs that there were 
feme ampng them who did not deferve to be 
hated. 

I certainly did not fufpefl Pinar to be one of 
ihefe purchafers at the fword's point No doubt 
he meant to aft differently, as he lyas the only 
man of his colour, and carried with him the 
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three articles of mcrchandife particularly in re-^ 
queft among the favages j hardware, brandy^ 
and tobacco. Yet I feared the diforder and 
negle£l: of difcipline. which fuch a man might 
introduce into my company j and he foon con- 
vinced me that my apprehenfions were nojt 
without foundation. He had brought with 
him three barrels of that inferior kind of 
brandy, which is made and fold by the colonifts : 
but, from the fondnefs he fhowed for it, his 
cargo would be confidt^ably diminiftied before 
he reached the Nimiquas. That very evening 
he took fuch a dofe, as completely to drown 
the little fhare of fenfe he poffcfled ; and, in 
this ftate, his calks were left at the difcretion 
of the Hottentots, who regaled my whole ca- 
ravan with their contents, fo that before night 
both his people and mine were as drunk as 
himfclf. In the midft of thefe difgufting re- 
'vels, Pinar, though unable to fpeak plain, en^ 
deavoured to feduce my Hottentots, and per-r 
fuade them to quit my fervice for his. The 
fight of the three barrels that were abroach was 
a powerful temptation ; and I obferved an in- 
ilant when their ancient attachment to me was 
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on the point of yielding to the brandy, whichi 
fey chaoging mafters, was likely to be in theii? 
power. : 

Th^ next morning at day-breat they recom- 
menced their drinking, and plied it foftoutly, 
tha^, before the cattle were Barneffed, all my 
people were drunk again, Klaas excepted, and 
three or fotir of his comrades as prudent as 
himfelf. It was neceflary, however, to fetofF; 
and, to preferve my waggons from accident, I 
had no refource but giving the diredion of 
them to thofc who ftill retained their fcnfes- 
Swanepoel himfelf, who had hitherto merited 
fp much praife, was not in a condition to be of 
the leafl: fervice ; for, unable to refift the invi- 
tations of Piti^r, he had drank with him €Jireii 
iniore freely than the reft. In the mean time I 
refrained from teftifying my difpleafur^, till 
We were on the road. Mortified at my re- 
proaches, he was determined to convince me^ 
that he could drive my waggon as well as ever. 
In vain did I order him to keep off: became 
tip ftaggering, and endeavoured to jump upon 
the: 'fe^ ; but his hands and feet failing hini at 
®nce, he fell, and while I endeavoured to ftop' 
the waggon witli my crie?, the fore-wheel went 
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diagonally over his body, and the hinder would 
have cruihed his head to pieces, if he had not 
mechanically moved out of its diredlion, 

I fuppofed him to be killed ; and my people, 
thinking the fame, were running to take ^iai 
up, when I faw him unexpeftedly rife of him- 
felf, faying, at the fame time, with a fmile, 
" There's no harm done/' " Wretch V cried 
I, " you will foon find there is :'* and I had 
fcarcely fpoken, when he fell fenfelefs on me 
ground, I ordered him to be laid upon the mat- 
trefs of my waggon ; the motion of which fooa 
brought him to himfelf. Then it was he felt 
his pains, which, augmented by the fhaking 
and jolting of the vehicle, made him cry out 
moft piteoufly. It was, however, impoflible 
for me to flop. We had not found the leaft 
pafturage on the borders of the river near which 
we had encamped. Bafter expeded to be more 
fortunate near Green-River, which was about 
three leagues farther, and we haftened to get 
thither : but we found this river as little 
abounding in water, and as deftltute of herbage 
as the other ; yet fo fatigued were our catde 
that we were obliged to halt to give them a 
little reft. 

I took 
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' T took advantage of this ftay to examine the 
ftate of the wounded Hottentot, and fee whe- 
ther any affiftance could be given him. When 
my people had undrelTed him^ I found he had 
two ribs broken, the fradured parts of which 
formed even prominences under the ikin% Thus 
izieUnchoIily circumftanced, what was to be 
donei A chirurgical operation, dreflings ac- 
cording to the rules of art, and a proper regi- 
men were neceflary ; whereas I had neither 
ikill nor medicaments, and was obliged, there- 
fore, to confign to nature this mangled being, 
or, in other words, to fuffcring and death. He 
jgroaned horribly, and, wringing his hands, 
begged me to (hoot^him through the head with 
a piflol, to end his torments. His fituation 
pierced me to the heart : but my pity was foon 
converted into anger, when I learnt, that, 
while I was abfent for a moment, he had drank 
half a bottle of brandy, which one of Pinar*s 
men brought to him privately. 

How did I then curfe the unlucky fortune, 
which had thrown me in the way of this de« 
fpicable hunter, whofe intemperance I deemed 
the certain caufe of death to Swanepoel, and 
whofe prefence might occafion ftill other dif- 
2 orders 
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orders in my troop ! What fatisfadion would 
it have afforded me^ to have been able to effect 
a feparatibn, by remaining on the banks of the 
Green-River, and fufFering him to proceed 
before me ! But this reparation was impofliblc; 
for the bed of the river having no water, it 
was neceflary to feek one that could fupply us. 
Befides, as two of my teams did not belong to 
me, and were lent but to convey me to Mount 
Namero, it was incumbent on me to remerti^ 
ter, that they were neceflary to the two bro- 
thers for the cultivation of their land, and of 
confequencc that I ought to reftore them the 
moment it was prafticable. 

One refledlion, however, comforted me 
tinder the dlforders to which I ivas fo painfully 
a witnefs. If I had reafon to dread the prefence 
of Pinar, mine was perhaps flill more to be 
dreaded by him. My frank and decided tem- 
per would not fufFer me to be filent refpcding 
any equivocal action or culpable conduft. la 
the evening I had openly tcftificd my difplea- ' 
fure towards this drunkard : before we fet off, 
I renewed my reproaches, in the moll firm and 
peremptory tone; and I obferved that, fince 
our encampment, he was abaflied and embar- 
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raffed in my prefence, and appeared to fliun 
me ; which led me to believe, that, if I ftiould 
be obliged to proceed fome time longer with 
him, he would keep at a diftance from me and 
my people, and would probably endeavour, 
as foon as circumftances would allow, to quit 
me entirely. 

The next day we refumed our journey,vftill 
following the courfe of the river. After tra- 
velling four hours and a half, we found a con* 
fiderable cavity in its bed, which, happily for us, 
contained water, aiind indeed fufBcient for the 
two caravans and all our cattle. We found in 
it alfo a few turtles, which my divers caught, 
and which afforded us a temjporary refrcfh- 
ment, equally pleafing and falubrdous. The 
place where we flopped is called by the Hot- 
tentots Garicbe. 

Swanepoel was ftill in pain, and defirous 
of having fome rhinoceros's blood to drinker 
This is a medicine in repute, I know not why, 
both among the colonifls and the favages. It 
is reckoned excellent for luxations, fractures, 
and inward hurts in general : but rhinoceroses 
are not to be killed when you pleafe, and I had 
none at prefent at my command. For want 
o of 
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of this bloody the patient drank plentifalty o£ 
brandy^ i^hich Pinar afliired him would of it- 
ielf cure him. 

As I had fuppofed, that, after fuch ati acc^ 
dent, brandy would always be held by him ia 
^deteftation, I was furprifed to fee him indulge 
in fuch fearful intemperance. However, I 
ihut my eyes on his excefles, confidering him 
as one of thofe patients, who, being given over 
by the phyfician, are refufed nothing, becaufe 
it is prefumed nothing can do them any farther 
injury. 

Who would believe that this deteftable re* 
gimen fhould have operated the efFedl which 
Pinar had predicted ? At any rate it proved 
not to be injurious. The reader may argue 
as he pleafes on this miraculous cure ; and cer« 
tainly I fhould myfelf be far from recommend-? 
ing in a (imilar cafe the fame praftice, not- 
withftanding the fuccefs with which I faw it 
attended ; but whether it was the effed of the 
brandy, or * whether nature ' alone, and .the 
energy of the vital powers, united and confo* 
lidated the fradured bones, I cannot help de* 
daring that my old drunkard was perfedly 
cured, without dreffing, without bandaget 
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Without kny care, that he refumcd his office 
fix weeks fubfequent to the accident, and never 
experienced afterwards the flighteft pain. 

Our courfe from the Green River had brought 
xne nearer to Mount Namero, and we began 
to find ourfelves approaching the mountains of 
Camis, which majeftically rofe to our view, 
caftward of the country where Bafter had told 
me I ihould find a fupply of as many oxen as 
I wanted. I was accordingly eager to arrivi? 
ther^e ; but having met in our way with a 
charming fpring, named Oog-fontyn (Eye-foun- 
tain), the copious, fweet, and limpid waters 
of which promifed us an agreeable ftation, the 
two brothers, feduced by the coolnefs of th^ 
place, propofed to me to encamp there ; and, 
notwithftanding my impatience, I complied 
with their wifhes. In the evening, fome Hot- 
tentots of the neighbourhood, coming to fetch 
water from the fpring, were ftruck with the 
extreme fatigue of our oxen, and aflured mc^ 
that cattle fo jaded would never draw my wag-^ 
gons to the top of the Namero, which I in- 
tended to crofs. This remark could not fail 
to give me uneafinefs ; and I therefore afked 
them what in this cafe it was beft for me to 
Vol. II. G da - . 
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do. " A Iktie way ofF," faid they, *^ in the 
** mountains, is the habitation of Van der 
** Wefthuyfen j fend one of your company 
** thither for a frelh team or two ; he can fup- 
" ply ycu, and certainly will not refufe.'* ' 

At the name of Van der Wefthuyfen the 
two Bafters trembled and turned pale : it was 
in reality their father ; and the dangers, which 
they had fuppofcd at a diftance, were thus an- 
nounced to rhem as ready to fall on their heads. 
The old man had been thought by them to be 
on the banks of the Green River, or at its 
mouth, where lay his pofleflions ; but the' ex- 
treme drought and want of water had com- 
pelled him to retire with his cattle into the 
mountains, where he had another fcttlement. 
They were afraid, if they accompanied me 
thither, they ftiould meet their white brothers, 
and be ^xpofed td frefli infults and injuries j 
and fo forcibly were they ftruck with this ap* 
prehenlion, that, without refleding on their 
engagement, or troubling themfelves about 
what would become of me, they refolved in- 
ftantly to.return.with their cattle, and to leave 
me, thus deftitute, in my camp, with my teams, 
my waggons, and my people. I might cafily 
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have convinced them of the improbity of fucli 
condud : but I chofe rather to remove thei]r 
fears, by promifing them not to take up my 
abode with their relations^ nor remain at the 
fettlement longer than wadneceflary; and that 
in the mean time I would keep them concealed 
in my tentS) £o that their prefence ihould not 
l^ knowQ* My promifes quieted their minds : 
they confented to keep their engagement, and 
remained with W. 

Conformably to the advice given me by the 
Hottentots ac the.fpring, I fent an exprefs to 
Van der Wefthuyfen, to procure a relay of 
cattle, and the next day I received from him 
the teams that I wanted. When arrived on 
the height, I Hopped, and encamped at a di* 
fbmce from the houfe ; and the tw6 Bailers, 
while I went to pay my vifit to their relations, 
took the neceOTary precautions to remain con* 
cealed in my camp. 

They already knew me by report; and Pinar 
befides, who had gone on before me, and called 
upon them, had given them my hiftory. They 
received me with the greateil civility^ com* 
plaioed of me that I did not come, like Pinar, 
and take up my abode with thern^ and re« 
G a aewcd 
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^newcd their effcft of rendcriflg me eveff &f*» 
ifice in theit p0wei. The family eonfiftcd o£ 
two fofis, one of whom was fix feet high% 
and two daugbtcrsv one tall and handfome^ 
the dther an idi6u Thtte of the cUidretf 
im\y knd Ae mother took part in the convert 
fation. The good man of the hciufei fetefttf 
yearft of age, was reckoned as nobody, and faf 
Id a corner Hftening w what was fa^id without 
tittering a word. Under the pretence of fpanng 
his lungs, which were at times a little afthmatic, 
flie had long fipcc prefcribcd Tor him the re-» 
gimen of fiknce ; and whenever he put in a 
word, -he was inftantly told, in a tone not the 
moft conciliating, that he would fatigue him^ 
felf, and had bettet hold his tongue. 

The exchange of his Hottentot wife for a 
t^hite one had proved, but a fofry fpeculation^, 
for which he had paid dearly- Governed from 
the beginning by this impei iotis tyrant, he was 
]become her entire flavie ; and, in confeqtrence 
^f this weaknefs, had even htch obliged to 
join in the confpiracy flie had fortned, in con* 
'Certwllh her fons, agairift the children of his 
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former marriage* Aniame4 of ^ imbecile 
part he aded in hia houie, my prelj^mre ap* 
peared to etabarrafa hin^. Now ^nd ti^eQi 
however, he vcatured to beftbw lupon me 4 
fmile of kindaefe ; but it wa^ always by fteakh| 
and in a way that plaijily iadicftte4 po 9fe hut 
fear pf beijjg pbferw4 by hU wife* 

He was born in Germany, ai^d I fpoke hia 
Unguagf • Tp relieve bis anxiety, m . well af 
from refped to his cli^ader ^s o\j^j^r pf tb* 
faoufe, I wiQxed to treat him as of fipme icpi* 
portjmpe m the conv^rfa^ion, ^t^d I ^ed fai^ 
In German various queftions refpe4liqg his 
poontry, tbe time ^n which be had quitted it| 
the circumftances which had brooghc him t^ 
Africa, and pther O^at^er^ that might be in^r 
Jcrefting to hfto. He appeared feftfiWe of my 
attention, and m expreflion of joy fpread it« 
feif over his countenance : but his wife^ afraidi 
perhaps, either that he wa« talking of her, or 
ihat he received more ^niuiem^nt than fh< 
wiflied, interrupted PPr diff purie to make m« 
^pter ipto a converfatioQ about France. She 
pretended to be a French woman by dcfcentt 
Her mother, ftie faid, was a native of Provence^ 
|hd fil? had herfelf, though born in Africa, 
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been educated according to the Languedbe 
manner ; to detnonftrate whlcb^ (he nttero) 
certain phrafes in an unintelli^ble jargon tfai( 
&c pretepded to be French. Probably (he un«* 
derftood no inore of this jargon than myfelf ; 
but (he affected from time to time to make ufe 
of it; and) perfuaded that the moft decifive 
proof (he could give of her birth was the ac<- 
cent of her country, (he introduced fo much of 
this pretended provincial dialed^ (he madt-ef* 
forts fo ridiculous, and fuch (Irange contortions 
of tlie mouthy that it was as much as I could 
do to reftrain myfclf from laughing. The 
two fons and their tall fifter liftened to this 
garrulity with their mouths open, and theii: 
eyes ftupidly fixed upon their mother ; and 
the more unintelligible was her declamation^ 
the more they feemed to increafe in admiring 
it- 

At onee to (hare and augment the pleafure 
of fo charming a day, the lady had fc^nt to in* 
vite a brother of hers, called Engelbrecht, who 
lived at the diftahce of a few leagues* Engel- 
br^cht did not come that day ; but the gaiety 
of the company was not difturbed by it. Pinar 
bad fent a great quantity of brandy ; the pc^ 
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vcrfation was intcrefting, but jiot fo much fo 
96 to interfere with the bottle ; and as, for want 
of goblets, they were obliged to make ufe 
of bafins, in a little time the whole com^ 
pany, not excepting the mother and her two 
daughters, were completely drunk. Fot my- 
felf, who did not partake in their jollity, I feized 
the opportunity to withdraw, and fpent the 
night in my camp. . 

E ngclbrecht arrived the next day. He brought 

with him his family, which was more nume^ 

irous than that of Van der Wcfthuyfen, an4 

.their arrival was commemorated with repeated 

bumpers of brandy. This folemnity over, (btne 

-one propofed to vifit me in my tent, and I 

foon faw the whole company approaching., .It 

was reafonable to expeft that fuch a vifit would 

-be accompanied with civility ; but they were 

already heated with liquor. Engelbrecht was 

the fit^ft to addrefs me ; and tliis man, whom 

I |iad nelrer feen, and who was bound on va* 

rious accounts to treat me with attention, de- 

tnande^) ^^ ^ ^*^^^ ^o"^» ^^7 ^ had^ admitted 

^nto my troop fuch a rafcal as Klaas Bafler. . } 

This impertinent qucflion fatisfied me, that 

^t fecrct of the ptefence of Bafter was knowa« 

O 4 Now 
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Now no one but Pinar could have given thlf 
information. Vriot to our vifit to the Van der 
Weftbuyfens, 1 had requefted of him the mtoft 
profound filence as to the arrival of the two 
brothers : he promifcd it : but what dependence 
was to be placed on the promifes and difcretira 
c>f a drunkard ? Irritated at the impropriety of 
liis condu(3:| i addrefied myfelf to him, and I 
confefe I treated him fomewhat roughly. To 
the brother I replied in a dry manner : I de- 
clared pofitirely) that if any one (honkl think: 
proper to put the (lighted infult upon Klaas 
Bafter, I ihould confider him as my .enem|2:;i 
and treat liim as fuch. My manner was fo 
firm and decifive that no one ventured to an^ 
fwer me a word* I was encouraged to this by 
the prcfence of the father. He did not indeed 
allow himfelf toipeak^ but I was fure he ap* 
proved of what I fald. I imagined I could fee 
into his inmoft thoughts ; and while I warmly 
defended his fons, I could discover in his eyes 
the pleafure I gave him by taking the part of 
two unfortunate men, who were only unfefi- 
tunate becaufe they were his. 

To change a converfation which they had 
cypeded woigjd have taken a yery different 

turn^ 
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turO) the aiothe r-in^law iavk^ fne to juscoin^ 
paay them bac^ to the hou& and diae witlfei 
the two £imilies. I accepted the iavitatioQ^ 
without fliowing either refentment or dHplei« 
fure^ and followed, the jovial group^ puzzled, 
to gueis in what maaoef the feaft woiild be 
cofiduAed, aad what part I ihouid myfdf iuve 
IP aCk ,in,^hb folemn banqueL 

The houfe confifted of a fmj^le rboth, about 
twenty feet Jong, by nine or ten wide. Its 
Walla, <:onfttu£ted limply of earth, every where 
abouiided with cracks aad flaw^. It relembled 
a bana^ having for a window $t (ingle, aperture 
coily, flopped with the decayed head of an old 
.«&. Through the numerous crevices t)f tiic 
(damaged roof, you might eafily fee what foit 
of weather it was, without quitting your place ^ 
and, whenever it rained, tfaefe .crevices^ nume- 
rous as the holes in the fpout of a watering- 
pot, were fure to dreiich both the room and 
4ts iah^itants. The fire was made in a comer 
by the fide of the door ; chimney indeed thenp 
was none ; and the fmoke had accordingly to 
.choofe whether it vrould make its exit through 
the roof, the window, the cracked walls, or the 
door* I;i the comer oppoi&te to the door wais 
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lieaped up^ under a few half* rotten mata that 
fcarcely covered it, the whale produce of the 
iaft harveft, intended for the confumption of 
itufk numerous family. 

The furniture of this fplendid apartment 
was perfeftly analogous with the building itfelf. 
Under the window was fixed a rough*hewn 
table, upon which a kettle of bdiliiQg water and 
a few broken bafins were conftantty (landing. 
Three fmall trunks ferved at once 'both fot feat6 
and clofets, uppn which planks were placed, 
when there was company, to anfwer the pur- 
.pofc of benches. In a third corner, by the 
'fide of the corn, was the fopha *of the mafter 
and roiftrefs of the houffe. This fopha, or bed 
if you will, confifted of four ftakes driven into 
the ground, upon which was nailed a bullock's 
hide by way of mattrefs, and upon this mat- 
trefs was a number of (heep-lkins, greafy, 
ftinking, and ill-drefTed, which formed the bedis 
and bedding of the reft of the family^ who flepi 
promifcuoufly one among another upon the 
floon Laftly, againft the wall oppofite the 
window was a handmill for grinding coj:n. 
Such was the luxury in which rcyellqd die in^ 
habitants of this magic abode* 

The 
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The luuty wv fcarcely aflembled, when the 
f^o fbns aod two daughters of Van der Weft« 
huj'fen, aflifted by a few Hottentots, prepared 
to grind the quantity of com which fo many 
Grangers were likely to confumc. The mill 
required four (lout labourers, and the group 
joined occafionally in the exerdfe^ relieving 
each other in turn. The fire in the mean 
time crackled on the hearth, in expedation of 
awhole Iheep, juft flayed, that hung againft 
the wall, and was to conftitute the fole di(h in 
thb elegant repaft. The men drew their pipes 
from their pockets, and began dieir fmoking; 
Pinar was of the party: no niggard of hi$ 
brandy, when he was to partake of it himfelf, 
he had brought with him a plentiful fupply^ 
and the company were by no means dilatory in 
applying it to their lips. 

As to myfelf, already more than fatisfied 
with their entertainment, I felt my heart rife 
within me at the odious fight of this fheep 
hung againft the wall, and the blood of which 
ftill by degrees fell upoti the floor. In a fliort 
time the heat of the fire, the thicknefs of the 
fmoke produced by fo many pipes, the perfpi- 
ration of theperfonages at the mill, the oily 
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fvafxt of tlie Hottentots, and the poi(bn6!i» 
fiimtt of bnuidy at fecond hand, got into mj 
bead and made i^e completely fick. Add to 
&ia the clatter of the mill, which was To loud 
that ihofe who worked at it were obliged to 
cry with all their force for the pufpofe of mak* 
ing themfelves heard. It was in vain that I 
endeavoured to refift this mafs of fenfations^ 
and avoid quitting the company : I was at la(t 
obliged to yield. My head turned- round, and 
I was more intoxicated thain any of the other 
giuefts, though I had as yet drank nothing but 
HiilL ^I left the houfe, therefore, and returned 
to my tent, where the pure air and the calm 
^ound me foon reftored me to myfelf. Byt 
yvbat may quickly give an idea of this Hotten- 
tot debauch was^ that no one was aware of my 
abfence when they fat down to dinner. 

The next morning they difcovered my failure, 
and condoled with me for having flept over 
fo agreeable a mght. Their condolence, how-f 
ever, was mixed with ridicule and pity. They 
compared my condudl with that c^ Lieutenant 
Paterfon. Every one was eager in the prai£| 
of this traveller, who, while he had fupplied 
claret for their entertainment, hadihown ^m^ 
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ft^f aft invincible compethor in the rivallhip 
of fmoking is well as of drinking } and I felt 
that the admiration his perfdvcrance* produced^ 
turned but little to the advantage of my cf- 
feminadir. 

Not but I Was perfedlly aware that Pateribn 
had condudfed . hirafeif like a wife and con* 
fidfirate man. Obliged to live with drunkards, 
and to depend upon their kindnefs, he had the 
prudence td conform himfelf to circumftances 
ahd yield to their priyudices. I fhould myfetf 
have done the fame, if my cotiftitution would 
have admitted of it. But my impotence id 
this refpeit was hot lel^ thafa my averfion ; and, 
capable of fupporting every other kind of fa- 
tigue, 1 had no fkill in the art of hard drink- 
ing, and leaft of all in the df inking fpirits. 

My ifitention in returning to Van der Weft- 
huyfen's was to obtain from him and his bro- 
ther-in-law, that they fhould each of them fell 
me a team. Ket Bafler had left me, to return 
to his horde j and my own oxen, with the ad- 
dition of thofe I had bought of bis brother. 
Were certainly not fufficient for the drawing 
'of three waggons. Anxious about the con- 
dition in Vrhifch I found myftlf, I was impa- 
- " • ' " tieni 
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tient to efcape from it : but the underftandk^ 
of thofe with whom I had to deal had fo far 
given way to the liberalities of Pinar, that nci* 
therthat day nor the following was it poflible 
for me to fay a word on the fubjed i as the 
reader will eafily fuppofe when I tell him> that, 
in three revolutions of the fun, eight men and 
fix women had emptied a half*awm of brandy, 
in other words, a cafk containing no lefs a quan* 
tity than twenty gallons* It is true that they 
pafTed the three nights without going to bed ; 
that the days had been employed entirely in 
drinking, with the exception of that portion 
of ileep which circumflances had rendered unr 
avoidable ; that Pinar was fkilfuL in the art of 
egging on others both by his precepts and ex* 
ample, and that in all probability his attend^ 
ants were not lefs ikilful in this refped than 
himfetf. 

At length, on the fourth day, the compaqt^r 
being tired of their revelry, and in fome mear 
fure fatiated with drinking^ I made to Van der 
Wefthuyfen and Engelbrecht my propofal. 
Their anfwer was, that neither of them coiild 
fpare me a (ingle ox, as they had no more thau 
were indifpeufiblv naceflarv for th$ir own ufe. 
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This was true. At the fame time they irifottncd 
me^ that if I would repair to the mountains of 
Camisi I ihduld there find planters who Would 
furnifh me with as many as I Wanted. I had 
conle to NamerOy on the faith of Bafter that 
there were teams in this fettlement to be pur^ 
chafed : and from Namero I was now fent to 
Camis, where I might be equally unfuccefsfuU 
But what elfe could I do ? To move from the 
place of my prefent encampment without frefh 
oxen, was totally impradicable ; and I had no 
refource, therefore, but to run the rifk of thi$' 
wearifome journey. 

The elder fon of Van der Wefthuyfen offered 
to accompany lyie on horfeback and ferve me 
as a guide. This propofal was certainly plea^ 
fing, and 1 accepted it with thanks ; annexing 
at the fame time one condition, which was, 
that Kiaas Bafter alfo Ihould be of the party. 

As it was known to his relations that Bafte^ 
was with me, and as I had had occafion to ex- 
prcfs to them my fentiments upon the fubjedl, 
I had made it a point that he ihould quit his 
lurking-place, and live with the reft of my 
companions openly in my tent. They ap- 
peared, after the converfation that had pafled, 

no 
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no farther to care aboiit him : but this was not 
fufficicijt } I was dcfirous of bringing about a 
complete reconciliation ; and nothing but the 
drunkennefs of the family, from which indeed 
they were yet not recovered, had prevented mc 
from executing my proje(a. To leave him in 
my camp, while I went to Camis, would be 
cxpofing to danger a man to whom in reality 
I was under confidcf able obligations. * Their 
animofity might happen to revive, and, avail** 
ing themfeives of my abfence, they might play 
him fome trick. In this uncertainty I was 
bound in honour to take him with me ; and 
this was my reafon for propofing it, though I 
had no doubt of a refufal. At firft my young 
ftian appeared to hclitate j but perceiving my 
firm refolution, unlefs he complied with my 
terms, to rejeft his fervices, and afhamed at 
the fame time either to retrad his offer, or to 
objedt in my prefencc to the company of his 
brother, he prefently acquiefced, and the next 
morning at day-break we fet off, attended by 
fome of my Hottentots. 

^he chain of Camis was to the eaft of us. 
Arrived at the foot of the firft mountains, the 
roads were fo narrow and winding, that our 
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liorfc*, except at intervals, were of no ule to 
U8, and we were obliged to clamber ,up in the 
beft manner we could. This fteep afcent 
conduced us, after a fatiguing march, to a 
Valley of fome depth, where was the fireaffi 
of a riyer, which my guide aflured me was the 
Green-River, and that it had its fource in the 
mountains before us. Acquainted as he Teemed 
to be with the country, the circumftance not- 
withftanding ftruck me as improbable; be* 
caufe, having coafted the banks of the Green«* 
River for feveral hours together, I had found 
not a drop of water running in its bed, while 
that in queflion was flowing with a full ftream* 
He' was, however, right in his aflertion* The 
river had fands and a parched foil to crofi^ 
which dried up its current, and prevented it 
from reaching the plain, unlcfs when its waters 
were extraordinarily abundant. 

The defign of my guide in bringing me to 
this valley was to introduce me to a planter 
who had a fettlement there, that is to fay^ a 
wretched hut that ferved him as a refidencf. 
I bought of him fix oxen, which were to be 
delivered to me on my return. Farther on in the 
mountains, I found much fuch another habi* 

Vol. II. H tatioa, 
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Nation, thtf mailer of which foM tnt three more 
beads vpon (imilar terms, and offered mc bc*^ 
fides a lodging under his roof. Nlglit ap-^ 
proacbed, and the cold was already extremew 
It was fo intetrfe that I could not fleep, but 
paified the night in ihivering, wrapped up in 
my cloak, which ferved me at once for maetre& 
and coverlid. When day-light came, I was 
not furprifed at the feverity of the weather, 
for the ground was covered with, foow a foot 
deep.. 

Born in the torrid zone, where I had fpent 
my early days, I was naturally fenfible of cold ; 
and though I had learnt to inure myfelf to ft 
in France, the three years I had fpent in Africa, 
a climate approaching that in which I drew 
my firft Iw^eath, had revived my former fenfi- 
bility. Under fuch circumftances, it waS' 
highly painful to me to be expoied to the keen 
«ir of » frozen climate. Some reviewer, I for- 
get who, fpeaking of my former journey, fays 
4hat I travelled like a Perfian fatrap, becaufe 
I had three waggons witli • nie : afluredly, if 
this crhic had beheld me in the- hut of Camis, 
he would have, confeffed, that this iatrap was 
aot alwaye in the lap of luxury. 

^ ^ The 
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Ttie mafter of the cabin had mformed me^ 
that farther oni to the northiweft, lived inothe* 
lettler^ who^ being richer in cattle thaii himfelfy 
could fpare me a greater nunkber, Notwith^ 
ftanding my unwillingnefs to undertake a freih 
journey in fuch fevere weather, I fet out. 
During the whole of the way, which was ex-* 
tremely bad, we were expofed to an unceafing 
fnow, which fell in large flakes, as in the moft 
noithern parts of Europe. It was highly im-» 
prudent in us thus to venture under fuch cir« 
cumQ:ances ; for the fnow preventing us from 
feeing the ground on which we trod, we 
were continuaDy in* danger of breaking our 
necks, by falling down with our horfes. 
Meanwhile, more fortunate than we had reafox| 
to expert, we arrived without accident at ^ 
miferable fettlement, where we found, im 
vile hut, an old man warming himfelf at a fir^ 
of cow-dung, by which he invited me to fit 
down. 

Benumbed and frozen as Iwas, an oppor« 
tuq^ty of warming myfelf gave m$ no fmalj 
pleafure, though I could effed it only in an 
inconvenient pofition, fquatting 6a the ground 
like a Hottchtet, the hut being too: l<?w t9 
H 2 permit « 
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permit me to ftand upright To this ad of 
hofpitality Qoete added that of offering us 
milk and bread, the only food at his difpdfal. 
I fatisfied myfelf with the milk only, becaufe 
a confiderable portion of the dull of the mill- 
fione, with which the meal was ground, having 
entered into the compofition of the bread, I did 
not choofe ta wear out my teeth with chewing it. 
In the evening our hoft feafted tis with a haamel 
(a fat iheep) which be killed, and which was 
far more agreeable to my company than bis 
milk. 

For myfelf, mindful of the objed of my 
journey, I converfed with my hoft, ftudied his 
charader, and endeavoured to gucfs by what 
means I ihould beft prevail on. htm to fell me 
the oxen I wanted. The many precautions 
I took promifed at firft to be all ufelefs: 
fcarcely had I made my requeft, when he flop- 
ped me fhort with a peremptory refufal : 
charming confolation to a man who had braved 
the froft and fnow under a very different ex- 
pectation ! While I was feeling, however, the 
old man^s pulfe, Ihad obferved his eyes fparkle 
when i mentioned the word brandy ; and I 
Mattered myf$lf, that this a;uxi)iary of doquence 
: . • .J would 
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i^ould eSed more with him than any rheto* 
rical figures I could employ. 

I had with me two bottles of genuine French 
brandy, one of which I ordered to be produced i 
and I filled a few bumpers to put him in good 
humour. When his features began to dilate, 
I renewed my propofal. It was not now re- 
fufed as before ; though it was ftfU received 
with coolnefs. This commencement of aflent 
I endeavoured to increafe by a few additional 
bumpers ; and in the intervals I reprefented to 
him, with all the energy of which I was mafter, 
the diflrelTed fituation in which I w^ placed^ 
and the important fetvice he would render me 
if he gave his afUftance in extricating me from 
It. I even went fo far as to offer him his own 
terms ; which was in reality fufFering him to 
put his hand into my pocket and take what he 
pleafed : but to this I was driven by neceflity ; 
and he at length confented to fell me four- 
teen oxen for a hundred and fprty ri:cdollar$ 
[about 251.]. 

The cold had kept me awake the preceding 

night, and did not fuffer me to flecp during 

the whole of this alfo, fo that I was obliged 
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to pafs it in coiiverfation with Cloete, fquatting 
with him at his fire. 

The worft of the adventure was, that in the 
morning, when he had become fober, he did 
not remember the promi£ea of thie evenings and 
in confequence refufed to keep them. Fortu- 
nately 1 had dill fome of his favourite liquot 
left; and I renewed therefore- the experiment 
of the preceding day, which was once more 
fcqually fuccefsfuL Cloete having again pro- 
mifed ; to prevent his receding as before, I re*- 
quefted him to accompany me immediately td 
his piifture, that I might feledt the beafts he 
had fold me; Whfen I examined their horns 
and teeth, they all appeared to have, feen tent 
years fervice at lead ; yet I thougl^t itiyfelf 
happy in obtaining even theie^ 

On my return to his hut, I gave him a 
draft on Serrurier, the new fifcal, payable to 
one of his friends at the Cape, But thefe 
fourteen oxen made but one team, and I was 
'^'firous of having two. Accordingly, when I 
■^^ writing the draft, . I propofed to hini to 
double the v fum, on condition of his doubling 
the number of cattle j and» to ftrengthen my 

propofal. 
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proporal, I accompanied it with a large glafs 
of brandy. The liquor ht fwallowed very 
deliberately, and then told me, without the 
leaft change of countenance, not only that he 
would not fell nle another beaft, biir that he 
muil frankly advife me to' leave him ihoCt 1 
had bough t^ as I had been taken ia by lilm ; 
for (ix leagues farther on in the moantainfi 
was a Hottentot horde, where L couM make a , 
xnUch better bargain, and thithfer ire wouid 
recommend me to repair. : ,: 

This ingenuous confeffion, rude a$ it ^a% 
could not avoid giving me pleafure^'as it|>o>nt^ 
cot to me the means of connpletitig .iny teima. 
I^I^twithftanding the faow^ which ftill coqj- 
tinned to fall abundantly, I immedliately gave 
ordlsrs for our dcpartiure, and afk^d Gloete for 
A direftion to the horde. But vheo we ware 
om the point of fettirig out, I felt myfclf 
^0 benumbed* and fo completely penetrated 
vnth cold, that, ftrength and courage. Jjoth 
Jailing me, I re-e^t^red the hut, and conten^-'d 
anyfelf with fending my .people, giving them 
all the hardware we had brought with us, and 
ordering them to purchafe with it as many 
Qyi<m as they could procurer 

H4 la 
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In thefe lofty mountains of Camls, the mod 
elevated perhaps in all the.fouth of Africa^the 
air is fo (harp and cutting, as to affed the moft 
robuft conilitution. Whether I was indifpofed^ 
or the cold had really augmented^ wjiich I 
doubt not was the cafe, I could no longer keep 
myfelf warm*' My back was frozen, while 
the fire by which I was fitting fcorched my 
fhins. If, to remove the ftiShefs occafioned by 
my awkward attitude, I attempted to ftep out 
of the hut, the air caufed fuch a tightnefs 
at my bread as to ftop my refpiration : I 
panted, and, feeling as if I ihould be fufib* 
fitted, was obliged inftantly to re-enter the 
eabtn. There, it is true, I had another incon- 
venience to fufFer, arifmg from the combined 
fmoke of my hoft's pipe and the fuel. But of 
the two evils between which I had to chobfe, 
this was the more tolerable, and I therefore, 
till the return of my people, patiently fubmit- 
ted to it. 

They brought with them feven oxen, and 
two cows ; which, added to the feven I had 
faved of my own, the fourteen fold me by 
Klaas Bafter, and thofe I had juft bought, 
made up forty- four draught cattle. This num- 
ber^ 
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l^r^ diou^ not completely adequate to tnj 
wants; was at leaft fufiicient to enable me to. 
continue my journey j and allowed me time 
to wait a more favourable opportunity, when 
I might make my final purehafe to more ad- 
yantage. Accordingly, without remaining a 
moment longer in this frozen climate, I took 
leave of my venerable hoft, and regained my 
ca^p, coUeding as I went the cattle I had 
purchafed at the two preceding plantations. . 

The cold had flillincreafed, for in feverat 
places I found ice two inches thick. Befides^ 
the fnow ceafed not to fall the whole time w<i 
were in the mountains ; and, though I exf 
pe^ed to fuffcr extremely on the road, yet the 
Certainty of foon finding the air milder in the 
plain, and more efpecially the pleafure of 
being freed at laft from the anxiety I had 
fo long fufiered, had fuch a powerful efied; on 
my mindf that I was icarcely feniible to the 
inclemency of the feafon. 

I did not fee the fun again till my arrival 
in the valley Watered by the Green-River. 
There, animated by $he view of that beneficent 
orb, and warmed by its beams, I was pro* 
cee^ing gaily under its falutary influence, when 

we 
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we wfere fuddcnlf flopped by cries, Hnrhich 
feemed to ifltie from the fummit of the moun-^ 
tain. Cafting Our eyes towards it^ we p«r-» 
oeired about a. doz^a zebras . aflembled at the 
foot of a rock^ whkh iheltered them from 
the wind, while they warmed themf^lves ia 
the iuh. 

^ The internlediate (jpswJe between m was 
iery fteep ; and- we^conld T|ot fipproach tbeo^ 
without ttildkg ii .wide oircmit, which would 
Kav^ iiequired ^ long and jabdriotil walfc; and 
wafted to no puipofe a jiOv^wA jipf ticne which 
I was not deftrous.of lofiog. To fright^ 
tkem, however, and alFord me the pif a«^ 
fune of ffedng them run, i dSred a Ailbr^ 
The <j)Ot on which we ftood was favourable. for 
prodoelng an echo ; and m fa^k the ex;pIofiob|^ 
after having reverberated around lis, reached 
the rock, at the foot of which the zebras were 
eoSeCked, and was thence returi&ed bii^l^ agaiii 
to our ears. 

The zebras, deceived by the tepercuflSon 
of the found, and fuppofing it to come from 
the top of the mountain, defcended from their 
fock on fuH gallop, and ran towards us, en* 
deavouring to efcape through the valley. But 

when 
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^hen they perceived us, they turned otf,ttiad* 
ia double, and, gaining the fide of the moiltii* 
tain oppofite to that which they had com6 
down, Quickly difappeatefd. 

A ifetnale alone, either lefs frightened, or 
too mcrch fatigued to afccnd the height, qtiftted 
ttie herd, and continued her courle through 
the valley. Hitherto I had kept in my dogs, 
though with diflSicuIty ; but when the animai 
was near enough to afford a chafe, I flipped 
theta, and they foon came up with her. Jager, 
particularly, was fo near, that frpm time to 
time he fixed his teeth in her legs and thighs, 
and, as he was the ftouteft and ftrongeft of m;^ 
pack, at every bite he brought away eithet 
flelh or Ikia. Young Van der Wefthuyfen 
and I purfued the chafe on horfeback, foUow- 
td by my Hottentots, who, though on foot, 
were little behind us. At length we fur- 
rounded the animal, and, throwing a rope with 
a-flip-knot over her, terminated the chafe; then 
fattening the rope to my horfe*s tail, I drew 
her after me. 

At firft fhe followed quietly ; but, whether 
terrified at the fight of the dogs, or whether the 
pain of her wounds became too acute, we had 

not 
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not advanced above a hundred paces before 
fhe gave the horfe fuch jerks, as made him flings 
back his heels^ at which fhe would rear on her 
hind legs. This refradtorinefs ^ flopped my 
progrefs ; and to put an end to it, I refolved to 
mount upon the back of the animal My 
companion and my Hottentots attempted in 
vain to difluade me, by prcdiding fomc mif- 
fortune : but the worft that could happen to. 
me was the. being thrown off, and I was not 
to be diverted from iny purpqfe by the fear of 
a falL I was alfo defirous of afcertaining 
whether it was poflible to break in this wild 
creature, which the learned reprefent to us as 
.untameabl?, and that from mere prejudice, for 
It is far from being fo in reality, aa the reader 
will prefently fee ; and the favagjes, whofe tes- 
timony on .this point ought to have more 
weight than tl^at pf the r^aturalift, d?em it very- 
fit for the faddle. 

To proied me from the teeth of the ani- 
mal, I took care to muzzle her : fhe was thctx 
loofened from my horfe, and I vaulted on h^r 
back. Her refiftance was flight, and lefs than 
that of a colt the firft time of being mounted* 
Soon fhe walked as quietly as my horfe, and 

thus 
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ttius I proceeded with her for more than a 
league, to the houfe of the planter of whom I 
had purchafed my firft oxen. This trial fo 
far fattsfied me, that I thought of keeping her 
for riding : but in that cafe it would hav^ been 
neceflTary to cure her wounds^ atxd they were 
too large fbt'me of my people to. venture on 
fuch ^ati undertaking. Accordingly I gave up 
"^^ d^fign ; and thinking that» if left to her* 
felf and the inilindt of nature, ihe would re« 
cover with much more fpeed and certainty, I 
refolved to give her her liberty. But the Hot- 
tentots of the planter at whofe houfe we were 
begged the animal x)f us, that they might feaft 
en her flefli, of which they were fond ; and, 
in confequence, (he was killed and cut up im* 
mediately. 

Among the various perfons who will read 
this fa£t, fome will no doubt be found ready 
to maintain that it proves nothing ; and that an 
animal fatigued by a long chafe, weakened by 
wounds, and loaded with an unwonted burden, 
muft naturally become manngeable and moie 
docile. This reafoning, I confefs, would be 
applicable to a human being ; or even to do«- 
meftic animals, which, bom patient, or become 

fo 
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§0 by education, fubmit \s^itbout reiillanc^ to 
the yoke impofed pa tbem, 9{id be^r with 
coaflderable calmneis even blow9 and wounds^ 
te well as the appUcatk)ii of rernedles to cure 
them. But it is not the fame, with wi^d 
animals and beafts of prey. To thefe every 
kind of force is infufFerable : paia irritates 
them; if acute, it renders them furious ; and 
&eir madnefs rages to fuch a pitch, that, if un- 
able in their captivity to wreak their vengeance 
on their enemy, they frequently deftroy them- 
ielves. 

It appears that, among the multitude of 
animals difperfed over the furface of the earth, , 
there is a certain number deftined by nature to 
the fervice of man : at leaft there are fopic 
which have apparently a more docile difpofi- 
tioUt or are more eafily tamed ; and this cir- 
.cumftance diftinguilhes them from thofe which 
arc dangerous or hurtful from their natural 
ferocity. The quality of which I am fpeaking 
truly indicates the faperiority of man j and, 
without fearching for its caufe in miracles or 
myftic reveries, our experience on this head ift 
fufiicient to excite all our admiration. 

la every country throvghout the globe, man 

has 
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lias contrived to fubdue^ tame!, train to his 
iervice, accuftom to his domeflic way of Uyihg^ 
and bend to his purpofe, ioanf diHorent fpedes 
of animals : but I am perfuad^d there ar^ ftiU 
many more iwbich he might appropriate to 
his ufe ; and in this number I reckon the ?ey 
bca and the quagga» whtch would be elegant 
and valuable acquiGtions to him^ from their 
flrength and fwiftnefs as well as the beauty of 
their fkins. 

As the zebra on which I had made itiy ext 
periment was a female, and it. is to be pref> 
fumed a male would naturally be l^fs docile^ I 
purpofed to repeat it on a male, if 1 fliould b? 
fortunate enough to procure one : but, during 
the whole courfe of my journey, I fought an 
opportunity in vain ; for though nothing is 
iBorc eafy for a traveller in Africa than tohunc 
and kill zebras, it is veiy difficult to catch 
one alive ; at lead it is not to be done without 
excellent running horfes, capable of fupporting 
a long chafe; and even then it is necefTary to 
hunt thefe animals in the plain, j for, if there 
are mountains near, the zebras would foon 
fet the fpeed of the horfes at defiance by their 
vfuperior agility in afcending tjbiein. However, 

though 
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though I had no oppoitunity of repeating my 
trial, I am not the lefs convinced of the pradl^ 
cabiiity of taming the zebra, and converting him 
into a domeftic animal* 

Such an undertaking, I allow^ would re« 
quire pains, addrefs, patience, and an uninter- 
rupted perfeverance in rational means. At 
the fame time, the mod perfect mode of edaca^ 
tion would not fucceed equally well with every 
fpecies ; feme are naturally dull and Aupid, and 
thefe unite with their want of underflanding 
an obitinacy of refidance, and a refractory 
difpofition, which would render them alto*^ 
geiher unteachable. We may go farther per- 
haps and fay, that the moft perfedible fpecies 
are thofe which, being inured to combats and 
ilratagems from their mode of life, and contl* 
nually in a (late of defenfive or offenfive war- 
fare, have more^ occafion to unfold their fagul*- 
ties, exercife their inftind^ and employ re- 
fiedion, if in fpeaking of beails I may ufe 
this expreflion, which certainly is as proper 
when applied to them as to us. The lion, 
which is ftyled the king of beafts, no doubt 
becaufe he is fuppofed to be the moft danger-* 
ous and terrible, is one of the moil eafy to 

tame* 
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kA4i Without .quotings ia pr6of of this 
aflertion, all the fa^s recited ia hiftory rcfpeft- 
ing the gratitude and attachment fometimes 
ihewh by this formidable king, I fliall con- 
tent myfelf with citing the teftimony pf citiiea 
Desfontaines; demonftrator df botany at the 
national botanic garden. When this naturalift 
refided on the coaft of Barbary, he faW a 
thoufand itiftances of children playing and 
toying in the ftreets with a lion, which quietly* 
bore with all their tricks in the famigj man- 
ner as a young dog would have done. 

The confequeiices refulting from thefc re*r 
fledions will, no doubt, be treated as paradoxes 
by a certain clafs of philofophers, who c^oofe 
rather to decide upon queftions dbgmatically^ 
than take .the trouble of examining them. 
With two or three leading principles of pre- 
tended philofophy, and a few fonorous and 
authoritative s^phrafes, they prefently do away 
the fadbs of experience a,nd aOliial obfervatibn.' 
They form fyftems in theiif clofets, mould 
their prejudices into axioms, and utter them 
in circles of flatterers or humble admirers, who 
willing, or at leaft pretending, to believe what 
is jold them with fo magifterial an air, tranfmit 

Vol, IL I .errors 
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ertors to others who are ftill more obfequloufc 
Thus fentence is pafled upon nature in a gar- 
ret, bccaufc axioms admit of no reply, and 
bccuture, with refpefl: to obfervations, it is cafier 
to believe than to examine. 

For my part,! muft repeat again and again, 
that I have feen with my own eyes ; and the 
moft eloquent periods, the moft fplendid diC- 
courfes, will never perfuade me out of their 
tcftimony. 

Yes J I 'have beheld In the defert^ bf Africa 
numerous acquifitions that might be made^ 
which would increafe our enjoyments, and di- 
minifh our labours. Nay more, I am perfuaded 
it would be eafy for us to appropriate to out 
ufe the largeft quadrupeds, as the buffalo *, the 
kana, the pafan, the koedoe, the bubel, and 
the tzeiran. How greatly would the little 
antelopes thrive in our fouthern provinces! 
And there are even certain kinds of fowls with 
which we might ftock our poultry yards. In 
Holland, to our ihame.be it fpoken, in Hoi- 

* With refpeA to this animal, the vaft burdens drawn 
by It every day on the banks 6f the Tiber anfwer every 
objcftion J and the Africau buffalo is a fpccies far fupc- 
rigr in ftrcngth to diat of Italy, 

6 , land, 
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ran3, which is a far lefs favourable cliihatfe 
than ours, many fpecies aire common, Which 
breed there as in their native country. Indif* 
ferent tcJ every cuftoni unfah^ioried by whini 
or frivolity, the French are by no means in- 
dined to Borrow from this nbighboliring na*^ 
tion a refpeftkble inftitutidn ; and would much 
rather ridicule its phlegm, its ptudehce, and hi 
forefight, than profit By its fexlmpk; to reap 
the fruits of thefe qualities. I have counted iii 
the poultry- yards of the Dutch; with equal 
pleafu're and aftonifhtneht, faibfe than twenty 
kinds of wild geefc dnd diicks which are uri-^ 
known to lis; and I have leen them breed 
like the other domeftic fowls of our tlimeS. 
Aniohg others I have admired that beiiitiful 
fpecieii bfChinefe teal*, of which we have 
hot eveii a fluffed fpecimen to fliew in our 
feabinets of natural hiftory. The Chinefe, the 
Egyptian, arid the Barbary goofe; the various 
ducks of the Cape of Good Hdpe, the Caro- 
lina teal, and niany others; as Well as the 
curaflba of AniericA, frequently adorn the tables 
bf Hblland ; arid not only do thefe animals 

** See Buffdn's Planches enluminies^ No. 805. 
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thrive in the frozen marfhes of Hbtlaad, tmt 
even varieties are produced by croffing their 
breeds. But how ftiould vy^e think of foreign 
fpecies, who negle£t thofe of our owa country i 
Luxury alone has fometimes prompted the 
nch with us, to make feme flight attempts 
of this kind for the gratification of their plea- 
fures. The pheafants of China, peacocks^ and 
pintadaa, which began to muhiply^ in fuch a 
manner as to cnc^utagc oimt attempts, hr from 
. having promoted any ^nds of utility or abun- 
dance, were foon totally negleded, after they 
bad a little wbile ferved the purpo&s of orna^ 
ment and parade in the gardens of our mtn of 
faftiion. I have often propofedfimilar attempts j 
and, to have executed them, Lwould'have tr»« 
verfed Holland, and brought thence all the 
£ ..'iecie& naturalized to the clirqiate ; I would 
t . ve fought every information neceffary for 
br" *S^S ^hem; up ; and I would readily have 
,. rtaken the taik of infpeding and manag* 

;« 11 • "^e ufefal animals. But even for a poft 
mg thv ^ " 

of th' ' iiature patronage was neceuary, and 

L-i . ^ft of feme -man in place, or fome lady 

the interc >, i. . ^ 

r . ^ "je, to whom perhaps it appeared' 

,,^^ ^ r, that a man fliould. be willing: to- 
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Ikcrifice his time, aiid invent any Roveltj, for 
the good pf his country. It is to be prefumed, 
that public utility wilt be an obJ6d of more at* 
tentionunderafree government'; that travellers ' 
will be rewardied ; thit a poor fellow; enamour- 
-ed with fcience, will not be reduced to diffipate 
bis little fortune; that a heft of ftu^id and de- 
vouring drones may have whertwith to admi- 
nifter to their fenfual gr^ttifications ; and that 
places and tewards will not always" fall to the 
lot of fo many famous adyifers, bat of hirri 
whp has really laboured, and made ufeful diC- 
coTeries. This, however, is not all : I fee ■ 
many other wilhes to form for the future good 
of the country. - ...^ 

Our path obliging us to purfue the courfe. 
of the Green-River, the frefhriefs of the plca- 
fant vale through which it flowed, its various ' 
meanderingS', and the different profpedis arifm^ 
at. every ftep, filled my mind ^wtth the m6fl. 
pleafing thoughts : I trod on a verdant carpet 
embroidered with flowers; the furrounding 
hSls, covered with fhrubs and beautifiil plants, 
di^layed to my eyes a delightful fheher in 
every th&kct : it was a garden in the bofom 

1 3 Among 
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Among tbefe numerous families of flowei^ 
and plants, whofe virgin charms had never 
been unveiled to human eye^ I obff rved feve* 
ral truly magnificent^ and particularly remarked 
one, which I could not eafily overlook ; it 
was that unlucky geranium, with the points of 
which I had been fo painfully acquainted, and 
the marks of which I ftill carried about me. I 
"fsiw feveral of thefe, fome with yellow flowers, 
others with whitf . Little prafkifed in the ftudy ^ 
of botany, and always uvore prone to.admir^ 
flowers than to deftroy them, I at firft took 
thefe for different fpecies j but I Toon changed 
my opinion, when I, perceived that the fame 
llalk frequently, bore both white and yellow 
flowers: and upon leaving this enchanting 
fpot I expreffed my rapture in fonj^thipg li^§. 
the following idy Ilium ; 

Adieu ! vales, hills, geraniums, and flowers 
pf every Ifind ; yerdan): carpet, enchanting 
banks ; fweet reyeries, adieu ! I am going to 
revifit. the realms of froft, &c. &p. 

Tp regain the Namerp, it was necfeflary for 
VIS tp traverfe another chain of mountains 
covered with fnow ; fo that, in lefs thaq eight 
Jiours journeying, we had experieupcd three 

fuccefliv^ 
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fiicceflive feaibns^ two vvinters divided by a 
fummer. But this fudden' change of tern- 
peratyre gave us all a coM and hoarfenefs^ 
which were not removed till feveral days after 
our return to Van der Wefthuyfcn's. 

The firft object that met my eyes wben I 
, alighted was that abominable Pinar, whom iU 
fortune had thrown in my way to plague me; 
I would have given any thing in the world to 
have been rid of him ; but the tormentor came 
immediately to tell me, that he had waited on 
purpofe to have the pleafure of feeing me again. 

My intention was to give my Hottentots 
and the oxen I had purchafed a day's reft:, 
and to depart on the following morning. But 
Van der Wefthuyfen's family obferved to me, 
that as I had new cattle, with the manners of 
which I was yet unacquainted, I fhould run 
fome rilk in employing them without previ- 
ous trial ; and offered, if I would remain witl^ 
them three days longer, to lend me theirs to 
tranfport my waggons as far as the riv^r 
KauflT. This offer I accepted, though I had 
no doubt that I fhould be frequently out of 
humour with Pinar, and ^leartily tired of the 
drinkers. 

I 4 A fingu* 
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A' (iagxilar circumftfi^ncc> however, wl^^ {| 
was impoffible tt) forcfee, gave to things a very 

, differejqit turn.. During my ^bfe^xce, Eogel- 
brecht h^d feveral tinges yifited my camp to 
ponyerfe vfixh niy Hottcntota. One 4ay, white 
|al)ciqg of nie, they inentipned that 4ivcrfion ii^ 
ji^y firft journey, which, in my accoupt of \x^ 
J callied the feftival, and wher^, to divert theii^ 
from too powerful a dofc of tobapcp, vrhich X 
Jiad,been fo imprudent as to give them, I tpol? 
it into my head to make thpm dance to the 
tnnfK: pf the jew'« h^rp* This burlefque feftiva| 
was aot yet forgotten by them. They never 
recolleded without enthufiaftic tranfport the 
inftrumcnt that afforded them ib muchpleafurej 
jmd, in conrequence of their eulogjutns, Engcl* 

, -bjrecht, perfuaded that a man who - played oq 
the jpw's harp muft be an accomplished mufir 
p^a^ and that an accpmpliflied muficiamuuft 
be capable of playing on any inftruraent,^ 

. J^hought of prevailing' on me toenteft^in th§ 
|pciety aflembkd in the plantation* 

^ . He hgid at his houf^ ^ fort of violin, .which, 
banging up agaiqft the wall near ih^ fire* . 
plijcej had there dried in filence, with^^ut 
haying ouce been moved from its peg j^^ thefe . 

m 
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tmj^^i To procure the company aa agrees * 
^ble ftirprifc^ he font for it prirately ; and, when 
I arriifed, he put it into my hands, requcftiag 
me; tojjcmpkiy my taletits for their amu£emeat# 
TAe ircaafcr M^iUform.a juft idea of thcioftm# 
flient tvhen toW, that the firings were made by' 
J£nge$br$cbthimfelL* I: took It, however,. aiMl 
fcrapfid a few cc^pntry daneea, which inftamly^ 
jgts^rif l>y magic, fetthe whole company in mo* 
tion^ Thia mufic tortured my ear, and fet 
my teeth an edge j but to every one elfe it 
was delightful, aqd they ceafed not their dan-# 
i:ing,.tiU fatigue left them no firength to con« 
tinue it The next day, the whole group, 
men and women, came in a body to beg me 
?gain to f nablc them to renew their pl^uT64 
*nd the day foUowing t4ie fame foKcitation^ 
were repeated. Thus almoft the whole of my 
titree days were fpent in fcraping catgut, whila 
fhe noify crew fkipped joyoufly around me. 

In the midft of thefe orgies, which I can 
compare to. nothing better than the noiSbprnal 
ireveis of witches, one thing aftpnifhedme; 
the dimcing fo completely occupied every, mp^ 
prent, that the favourite liquor was forgotten, 
gut fiiice ;he arrival ofPiuar;^ hij ^berality ha4 
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cnabkd them to drink fo mucli,^ that they 
were naufeated with it. Deiirous of teftify- 
ing my gratitude to a family, which had 
rendered me already fome fervice, and wag 
about to render ine ilill more, I thought to 
«clipfe Pinar, ai>d with this view I fent to ray 
waggon for a cafe o£ bottles. This cafe vras 
^lled.>with the bed cordials from - Martinico, 
i!nanufa£lurcd by the celebrated Dame Anfoux. 
It.was.nvy gala ftore, referved for particular 
occafions, and I fancied that, by prefenting it 
to men but a fmgle remove from favages, I 
{hould obtain their warmeft' thanks : but I was 
miftaken j the liquors were too fweet, and they 
abfolutely difliked them. The women, after 
having tafted them all pretty largely, one after 
the other, preferred them indeed to the bad 
brandy oif the Capej but they unanimoufly 
agreed withthe men, that the cordials of Dame 
Anfoux, however famous elfewhere, were of 
little worth in the African colonyi 

Their ftrong throats, apcuftomed for fome 
days to a pungent burning fpirit, were become 
infenfible to fo fweet and lufcious a beverage 2 
the drinkers complained of being fick, and 
(urfed without Ceremony the cafe and ita 

contents. 
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jcontenti Havingthus, while intectding to rtg^ 
the company in a 43iftingai(hed manner, occa^ 
iioned nothing but diiiatufaSion^I was vexed tq 
find the iaft day of my viQt terminate fo unr-. 
fortunately^ and to lofc in' w mon&ent all the 
jGruits of my three dayBmiilkalperforniances j^ 
ftnd I refolved if poffiljle to remedy the. evil,, 
I «had luckily among my ftores fome. lemons 
from Piquet-berg, and fome excellent French; 
brandy. /Wi^h thefe I bethought myfelf of 
ipakingfcpfiiertpl^raWy ftrpng. punph ; I did fi^. 
and ithey tdefaoned'il /ItTiii^oi i.Cheerf#lnelSr 
nefuifaed kiAiMt^Lihc ^kne& Y^tuflied, :a|id 
the day finMhed as7itibftgan*! iwith' yfiiv^rftl 
gaiety; Paterfon antsHjbhckfet wiUIong he, 
remetribered^ mount Namo^b; and I believe 
my ihufic, my dance, and my punch aladiabJt^ 
will notfoon be forgotten. 

The reconciliati9n of Klaas Bafter with hi# 
family was all that was waritipig to enable me 
to depart with fati$fa£ti6n, an4 con^atulate 
myfelf on my abode in the mountains. . I had 
oft?n ventured tofpeakofhim to fome of ijic: 
family, and they appeared to be not unfavour-^ 
ably difpofcd. A continuance ofpleafure feemed 
\^ have cxtmguiihcd tl^eir animpfuy. Even 
: ^ hit 
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his brother had Hved cui good terms with him 
during the whole of our jounxiey to Camis* 
From thefe aufpiddus Jymptoms, and the 
affeftionate gaiety .with which the punch had 
iaipired them, my hopes were languine. Ac- 
ioordingly I propofed a treaty of peace, or. 
rather a reconciliation, between the parties, 
which was acceded to unanimoafly without 
a fingle diifeatient voice. 

^Immediately I ran to my camp, to announce 
tfce tidings to P^laas Barter j andyyetuming 
with him to the hou£l) Iprefcnted him to his 
relation$, who not oi^fy vetxb;Ptd him without 
the leaft appearance of ill-will, but all ii;i turn 
gave him their handt; which, as Ibave elfew 
where obferved, is the moft unequivocal tefti-» 
mony of fciendfihiip among the planters* 
Though the father had hitherto not dared to. 
e^prefs his fentiments towards his fon for 
fear of his wife, he was no fooner at liberty 
to avo^^^them, than he gave free fcope to his 
fcelmgs, he poured ont a bumper foTihim^ 
^d was the firft to pledge hira^ Batter, quite 
jbefide himfelf, wanted words to thank his 
relations, and expreis his gratitude to me. I . 
participated iflr hi^ joy j I was ha|>py in feeing 
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lim happy; and I congratulated myfclf for 
having at length been able, in fome meafure, 
to requite a man, to whom my people and I 
were fndebted for our lives. 

The next day, agreeable to hi^ promife. 
Van der Wefthuyfen lent me the teams 
that were neceflary for my waggons. In the 
morning we fet off. He and his family 
mounted another waggon, and accompanied 
us ; for we had all engaged to pafs the night 
at Engelbrecht's. His eldeft fon, as a mark 
of refpedt, would drive my waggon bimfel£ 
Such is the cuftom among the planters : it is 
their mode of honouring a perfon, and h one 
of the greateft teftimonies of regard they can 
pay : for the fame reafon it was impofllble for, 
me to refufe this honour without affronting 
him. ^ But he had fcarcely feated himfelf 
before be piit the oxen on a gallop, and drove 
at full fpeed. This is another of the general 
prejudices of the country. On fucl^ occafions, 
the guide thinks it incumbent on him to dif- 
piay his talents by driving as furioufly as poC- 
fibic : he would fooner kill his beafts than not 
thus manifeft his prowefs. In. vain did Ten* 
treat him. to moderate his pace. The toadfe 

N were 



Digitized 



by Google 



ufr TRAVELS IN 

were execrable^ and the jolts made me every 
moment apprehenfive that the waggon would 
be overturned and dalhed to pieces ; but; he 
would have thought it derogatory from his 
honour if he had gone a foot pace, and his 
politenefs coft me two jars qf lime-juice, which 
were brpken in the paflage, and the lofs of 
which I extremely regretted. 

Irreparable as this accident was in my fltua- 
tion^ I confoled myfelf with the refieftion^ 
that much worfe might have happened. But 
I was grieved to the heart, when, fliortly after 
my having flighted at Engelbrecht's, I faw 
Pinar arrive. The fight of this man was be*- 
come a torment to me^ and it feemed as if he 
had fworn never to quit me more. 

The fituation of Engelbrecht's plantation 
Was infinitely more pleafant than that of his 
brother-in-law : yet his houfe, or to fpeak more 
properly his Ihed^ was^ if poflible, ftill lefs 
habitable, and announced the indifference in this 
refpea of the mafter and his family, which was 
very numerous* On my entering the a|?art- 
ment, which was the fole retreat of all the in- 
habitants of the plantation, I was furrounded 
by a crowd of children of all ages, whom I 

at 
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«t fifft took for Bafters*, or Hottentot mulat- 
tos and meftees, and true Hottentdts. The 
father and mother perceived my miftake, 
and, afhamed of having children fo much ne- 
gle£led about them, were eager to point out 
to me theirs. It was neceflary to have the 
eye of a parent to diftinguifh them ; for fome 
.were quite naked, and others, covered with 
tattered fheep-fkins, begrimed with filth. The 
cldeft daughter, who had dreffed herfclf with 
care, came to accbftme in hermoft fplen- 
did attire, having equipped herfclf in the moft 
whimfical head-drefs I ever beheld : it was a 
fort of cap compofed entirely of black oftrich 
feathers, and which, overfliadowing the fore- 
headt gave her the appearance of a great doll. 
I paid her fome compliments on her tafte, at 
which fhe afFefted to be out of countenance ;. 
but h^r bluflies foon vanifhed, and fhe con* 
eluded this firft intercourfe with offering me a 
large bundle of fuperb white plumes, for which 
I gave her, without ceremony, three rix-dol- 

* From the ufe of the word Bj^er in this and other 
places, it would appear as if it was a general appellation 
anfwering toper/ins of colour : but the author has ho where 
iiplainedit* T. 
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lars. Nay more, a littfe fort of conventidn tyaS 
cftabliflied between us, according to whiclj ihe 
was to fupply |ne largely with commodities of 
this kind ; and I in return to make her a pre- 
fent of a few more pieces of coin, fimilar to 
thofe I had already given her. 

I muft confefs, however, that during my 
four days ftay at this plantation, I received 
Hiany real proofs of frieadfhip, and experi- 
enced fome degree of pleafurc. We drank 
punch, we had mufic, and the greater part of 
every night was fpcnt in dancing. In the day 
I hunted. In traverling the adjacent moun^ 
tains I obferved many beautiful plants, with 
the drawings of which my portfolio is enriched* 
Zebras, pafans,.and koedoes, are pretty com- 
mon throughout this country; but -they are 
rendered fo wild by continual hunting, that it 
is difficult to come within fhot of them. Ele- 
phants alfo frequently make their appearance 
in thefe parts, but fcarcely ever ftay, preferring 
the neighbourhood ofjthe fea, where the land- 
hills afford them (belter. 

Notwithftanding the prodigious number of 
cattle which Engelbrecht pofleffed, he would 
by no means part with a beautiful. team of 
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twelve black oxen, which he (bowed me with 
a fort of boafting and oftentation. Indeed I 
never faw a team fo well matched ; and^ though 
I offered him the fum of two hundred rix- 
dollars (about 45l.)> an exorbitapt price m 
that country, I could not obtain it : however, 
he fold me feveral flbeep, and a heifer, which I 
caufed to be killed and faltcd for my people; 
and I increafed alfo my ftore of tobacco with 
all he could fpare me. 

Engelbrecht was foon to make a journey tp 
the Cape, and I availed myfelf of the oppor- 
tunity to write to my friends, which would 
probably be the lafl that would offer, as I 
(hould find no other plantation on the road. 
When I departed, my hoft yoked to my wag- 
gon the beautiful team of which I have juft 
fpoken, and not only offered to condudl: me 
with them to the Great River, but alfo fupplied 
my other carriage with ftout cattle, by way of 
fparing mine. When I fet out, Pinar followed 
me ftill. In vain did I halt after travelling four 
hours, in order to get rid of him, near a fpring 
we found on the way : in vain did I pitch my 
tents, in the hope that he would think his day's 
journey too fiiort, and proceed forwards, leav^ 
ing me behind : he too halted at the fpring, 
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and I faw that without an abfolutc quafrcl 
I ftiould never be relieved ^ from this dlf- 
. agreeable companion. 

This fpot afForded an immenfe number of 
groufe, which came by thoufands to drink at 
the fpnng^ without being alarmed at feeing us, 
and afforded us a copious fupply to our larder. 
From my tent 1 fired upon their flocks with 
my great mulket, and brought down at leaft a 
fcore at every fhot : but this fport led me to an 
obfervatipn which I think important. 

Birds, as well as other living beings, are not 
all pofleifed of an equal degree of phyfical fen- 
fibility. Soihe fmk under the leaft pain, white 
others bear with fortitude the moft acute fuf- 
ferings. All fportfmen know, for inftance, 
that the flighteft wound is fufBcient to bring 
down a woodcock, and that it is often killed by 
the fall, rather than by the Ihot it has received. 
I have taken up fevcral quite dead, though 
they had received but a flight wound from a 
fmall-fliot. The groufe of the Cape, on the 
contrary, appear to have organs little fenfible 
to pain, or a fort of courage which enables 
them to fupport it till the moment of death. 
Though I fired into the mfddle of the flock, 
and of courfe every fliot ftook place, it was very 
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rare that any remained, but fuch as had a wing , 
broken, or were fhot through the head. Thofe 
that were wounded flew away with the reft ; 
but on looking after them, you would fe^ 
them from time to time dropping without any 
fign of life, and you might even trace them 
after they were out of fight by the dead that 
lay in their track. 

What I . have here faid of birds is equally 
applicable to quadrupeds. Frequently there 
exifts a great difference of fenfibility even be- 
tween animals that have an affinity to each 
other : for a flight wound in the body will de- 
ftroy a panther or a leopard, while the cat, 
which is much fmaller, will live with^broken 
ribs and a fra£tured fkull, and fpeedily recover. 
It is the bufinefs of the anatomift and the na- 
tural jphilofopher to inform us what is the true 
jcaufe of this afl:onifliing difference: I fhall 
only obferve, that there are individuals, the 
bodies of which exhibit at one and the fame 
time parts extraordinary fenfible, with, others 
;which are not at all fo. To mention but a 
fingie example: the porcupine of the Cape has 
the bones of its head fo fragile, that v^ith a 
iiDgle ftroke of a fwitch you can eafily fra^mrc 
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its IkuU, and thereby kill it; whereas you. 
might beat its body with a club, with all your 
ftrengtfa, without depriving it of life. This . 
fort of infenfibility, let me add^ is by no mean* 
owing to the hardnefs of its Ikin, which on 
the contrary is very tender ; for, if you take 
hold of fome of its quills, or even its hairs, 
and pull them ever fo gently, you will tear 
away with them all the Ikin in which they 
grow. 

In remembrance of the birds which I had 
killed, I called this fpring Groufe Fountain: 
in the country it is njimed Matjes-Fontyn (Mat 
Fountain): and fp vexed was I with Pinar, 
that in my anger I was on the point of ftyling 
it Fouiatain of Torment. This man, as de* 
termined to follow uie as if he had refolved to 
be my plague, accompanied me the following 
day. On the road I refolved in my mind va- 
rious methods of getting rid of him j but I 
knew his obftinacy fo well, that I defpaired of 
fuccefs. When I arrived at the Kauffi, how- 
ever, I fancied I had found an opportunity of 
accomplifhing it. 

This rivulet was dry, like moft of thofe wc 
^d lately croffed. But as its bed was fcoopcd 
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out of rocks, I doubted not but there wer? fe.- 
vcral cavities in it containing .v^rater. Tlie pro- 
bability of my conjedure, added to the ror 
mantic fituation of the place, made me refolve 
to encamp here, I even informed Pinar, that 
I intended to remain a whole week j and, that 
he might entertain no doubt of it, I difmifled 
Engelbrecht's teams. This determined him : 
he continued his way, and thus I was rid of 
his company. 

What I had conjedured as to the river was 
quickly verified; on fending a few of my 
people to fcarch, they foon returned to inform 
me, that they had found water in twenty 
places. I was encamped very near fome vaft 
mountains of granite, through which the 
^Kauffi had opened itfelf a paflage. In hollow- 
ing out its bed, the torrent had given the rocks 
a thoufand whimfical forms, which gratified 
the eye, and muft form natural* cafcades of 
extraprdinary beauty when abounding with 
water. The place where my camp was fitu- 
ated was in general parched : there was little 
pafturage to be feen, and that little only here 
and there in patches, while it was covered with 
thick and lofty mimofas, the fliade of which 
. K 3 was 
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was the more grateful to us, b^caufe they were 
the firft large trees we had feen fince we kft 
the Elephants- River. 

A botanift would have found here an ample 
harveft of various plantvS, particularly of the 
oily kinds, with which the country abounds. 
I made drawings of feveral that appeared to me 
the moft remarkable ; among others, of a mag- 
nificent ixia, very lofty, the numerous deep red 
flowers of which were extremely pleafing to 
the eye. I alfo noticed fome large and high 
bulhes of the great euphorbia, with whidi the 
whole plain was interfperfed. 7^he fava^es 
etnpioy the milky juice' of this plant to poifon 
the arrows they make ufe of in hunting the 
larger kinds of game. I was defiroiis of trying 
the poifonous quality of this plant, and, not- 
withftanding the ftrenuous diffuafion of my 
I-Iottentots, I put a fmall drop of its milky 
juicie upon my tongue, which occafioned aii 
infufFerable fmart for more than two hours. I 
cut a fiice of the. plant, and offered it to my ape, 
who leaped back affrighted, and ran to a con- 
fiderable diftance, without venturing to coir^ie 
near me again for a long time, 

|<Llaa8 Bailer talked as if he was w^ell ab- 
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quainted with this euphorbia. According to 
him, its juice is moft virulent when the plant 
is in flower, which was the cafe at prefent, 
and then it is that the favages lay up their (lore 
of it. To colled it they make little incifions 
in the plant/ from which it flows out into par- 
trcular veflels made for the purpofe of recei\^- 
ing it. At firft its colour is white and milky, 
but it foon becomes brown, and thickens into 
the confiftence of an eleduary, the deleterious 
powers of which, in proportion as it infpiflites, 
are concentrated and increafed. 

With this mortal juice the hunters impreg* 
nate their arrows. Experience having taught 
Jthem that a common arrow is feldom fuflScient 
to kill any of the larger forts of game, they 
have invented this mode of flopping it quickly 
in its flight, by congealing its blood through 
the fpeedy and infallible means of a Tubtilc 
poifon.. To eflfed the death of the animal, it 
is necefl[ary that the venom reach the bloody 
and mingle with it ; yet, inconceivable as it 
may- be, the animal, though poifoned, is not 
the lefs wholelbme food, as I have obferved 
ejfewhere. 

The arrow is headed with a piece of bone 
> K 4 well 
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V7t\\ fharpencd. If iron were ufed, the ^Aivlty 
of the poifon would corrode the metal, and 
convert it into ruft, which would cai^fe it to 
feparate and fall off. Sometimes, indeed, thfey 
add to the bone a point of iron, but then they 
take care fo to apply the infpiffated juice, that 
the metal is not touched by it. • 

In places where there are fmall refervoirs 
of water frequented by game, the favages em- 
ploy the euphorbia, for procuring this game, 
in a different manner. They cut it in dices, 
throw thefe flices into the bafm, and ftir the 
water occafionally to accelerate the folution of 
the juice. When they think the water fuffi- 
tiently impregnated with the poifon, they take 
out the flices of euphorbia, as no animal would 
venture to drink at the refcrvoir if he per* 
cerved them. This method, which is much 
more certain than the former, would be ex-^ 
Iremcly deflrudive, if the game were not pro^ 
tedled by a kind of inflindt. It is faid, that 
there are fome fpccies with fenfes fo exquifite, 
that they eafily diftinguifh poifoned water, and 
can never be deceived by it, while they have 
the light of day to afTifl theip. Accordingly^ 
as long as the fun is ^bove the hpilzoh, the fa^ 
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vages remain near the tefervoir to keep tlienl 
away, and leave it free for their approach, only 
when the darfcnefs does nor permit the eye to 
difcern any thing in it. 

Animal inftindl h dn occult quality not eafy 
to be definedi tJnqueftionably it refults from 
the combination of the dements of vrhidfi 
every living being is compofed, which have 
a tendency to tepel whatever is of a nature 
different from theJr own : but this is rather 
giving an account of the effed than explain- 
ing the caufe. Man too has an inftin£t, which 
draws him towards that which is good, and 
repels him from that which is noxious* Btit 
man in fociety quickly lofes it ; and frequehtly 
does not allow it time to unfold itfelf. S*- 
vagQS, on the contrary, and all animals that 
enjoy their liberty, continually exercife and 
improve it. I have often found bafins of 
water poifoncd with euphorbia ; and when 
the furface was fmooth, I could perceive on it 
a thin fliining coat of a greenifh brown oil, 
which was the poifon. Now if my feeble 
ieye were able to difcern this flight mark, how 
' obvious muft it be to animals, the fight of al- 
mioft all of which is fo peirfed ? I Ihall foon 

4 have 
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have pccaiion to return to this fubjed/ and I 
ihall relate circumftances which will prove, 
that Klaas Bailer^ in fpeaking of the efieds of 
euphorbia, did not deceive me. 

Though this mode of procuring game ap- 
pears as if it muft be very productive, it is 
joauch lefs advantageous than might be fup* 
pofed ; for if the animals that come to drink 
are not warned by the fight, they foon are by 
the tafte, and quit the water. I once poifoned 
a fmall pond, to which there came in the courfe 
of the day more than four thoufand antelope?, 
of the fpring-bock fpeciesj yet I caught only 
-three, befuie a hyena which I found there the 
next morning, and which had died in the 
night. When a flock of antelopes arrives at 
the bafin, the firft, or the moft thirfty, attempt 
to drink ; but fcarcely have they touched the 
water when they retire aflfrighted, and the 
flock inftantly follow their example, without 
approaching the fatal fnare. 

In traverfmg the dry bed of the KauflS, I 
found fevieral forts of aquatic birds, particularly 
thofe wild dqcks which the planters call the 
berg-eend (the mountain-duck.) They fwam 
and fportcd in the little bafiq? among the 

rocks, 
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t^cks, where perhaps they had never before 
been difturbed by any human being* Oppo- 
(ite one of thefe refervoirs I found a cavern, 
in which I fpent many hours watching for fuch 
of thefe birds as I wifhed to procure. 

(!)ne day while I was in my hiding-place, I 
faw an elk- antelope, the kafia of the Hotteni- 
tots, arrive at the bafin. The fight of bim at 
forded me the more pleafure, as hfe certainly 
was not alone in this canton ; and having been 
obliged for fome time paft to feed my people 
at the expence of my flock, I was very defirous 
of fupplying my kitchen by the help, of my 
gun. - This antelope would have faved ale a 
few ibeep; but at the time I had only fmalU 
(hot in my fufce, and I was afraid to piif in a 
ball, left the noife and motion fliould frighteii 
bim away. However, as he was not mor^ 
than ten yards off, and I had two charges to 
fire, I ventured to let off both barrels at once, 
and in fad he fell into the water, where he wai 
drowned. 

Delighted with this piece of good fortune, 
upon which I had not much reckoned, I ran to 
my cittop for affifttoce to carry home my 
prize; and at the fame time I brought with 

mc 



Digitized 



by Google 



140 TRAVELS IN 

me a Few hunters and my dogs, in order to 
beat the adjacent parts, in the hope of finding 
, more of thefe animals : but the fearch was 
fruitlefs, and we were obliged to content our* 
felves with the one I had fhot. 

One day» however, as I was proceeding 

down the bed of the river^ and beating about 

in the fame manner^ with my hunters and dogs^ 

my dog^ fuddenly opened^ and we prefeiitly 

perceived before us a panther, ftretched on an 

antelope which it was devouring. He ap* 

peared by no means intimidated at our ap« 

proacb, but glared furioufly a£ us with his 

eyes, without quitting his prey. There were 

fcven of us in company, all provided with 

fufees^ fo that we ran no great riik in attacking 

him. When we had advanced within fifty 

pacei of him, he arofe, tiurned his head towards 

us, and feemed to felecl the vidim on which 

it was his intention to fprlng. My gun was 

loaded with ball : I fired, and wounded him ; 

and as he fled he received a few more flight 

wounds from my Hottentots. He took refpge 

in a hollow rock on the border of the river, a 

hundred paces farther on, whither my dogs 

followed bim^ and kept him at bay : but^ though 

he 
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ke had loft much blood, and was neceflaiily 
weakened, they durft not attack him, Wc 
afcended the rocks on the oppofite bank, and 
from this another ball was fired by one of my 
people^ which killed him. My dogs then 
ruflied upon him ; and before I could come to 
his refcue, they had fo torn and mangled him, 
that his fkin was good for nothing, and I.re- 
folved therefore to leave him. 

My Hottentots, however, were not fo re^dy 
to abandon their prize. They purpofed to 
have a feafl upon the animal, and with this 
view bore him to my tent. In my firft jour- 
ney I had the curiofity to tafte a tiger, merely 
to know the flavour of the flefh of fuch a ter- 
rible carnivorous animal. From that trial they 
doubted not but I thought the tiger as excellent 
food as they did, and accordingly they oflfered 
to fave for. my eating certain choice parts of 
our panther. I anfwered with a fmile, that I 
could by no means think of feeding on an ani- 
mal which had perhaps devoured the flefh of 
fome Hottentot. This argument had little 
eiFetS on my favages ; who, to convince me of 
my miftake, opened the panther, and fhowed 

me 
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me that there was nothing in his ftomach but 
a little-clay, which he had fwallowed to appeafc 
the rage of hunger, and fome pieces of the an- 
telope. Be this as it would, I gaive .up the 
whole of him to my people, referving for my- 
fclf only. a couple of quarts of greafe, which 
they took from him, and which is efteemed by 
the planters an excellent refolvent for tumours 
and ulcers, . 

In returning to my camp I found a beautiful 
Ipecies of euphorbia, which I thought new, 
«and of which I made a drawing, that is copied 
in the annexed plate* This euphorbium ad- 
htres to the earth no otherwife than by a few 
flender roots. It rifes to the height of nine or 
ten inches only ; and exadly refembles a cu- 
cumber, of which it has the bent fliape. It 
contains abundance of milky juice, which ap- 
peared to me as cauftic as tbat of the'great eu* 
phorbia; Its colour, which is a yellowifii 
grcen» tinted with a beautiful (hade of violet to- 
wards the root, gives it a very attradive ap- 
pearance : but woe betidie the man who £bould 
be tempted to eat of it ! as I am told it is a viru- 
lent poifoQ. Several of my Hottentpt^, a^d 
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tny old Swanepoel, who were perfeftly ac- 
quainted with this plant, informed mc that it 
id called by the planters noordfcbe-kulL 

While in my walks I became acquainted 
xwrith the environs of my camp, I alfo endea- 
voured to diftinguifh the plants and flowers 
which grew there in abundance. No where, 
during the whole courfe of my life, have Ifeen 
any fo fuperb, from variety and brilliancy of 
colour, or fo curious for fmgularity of form. 
At every ftep new ones prefented themfelves to 
my view ;^ and I involuntarily flopped to ad- 
mire their beauties. How many did I fee, 
which, were they tranfplanted into the richeft 
gardens of Europe, would conftitute their chief 
ornament ! And how often did I regret, that I 
was not a fkilful botanifl ! Who knows, faid I 
to myfelf, whether among this aumber art 
might not find fome that would impart to our 
manufa<Sures thofe beautiful and unfading dyes, 
which we have hitherto deemed the exclufive 
property of India? Who knows whether it 
might not difcover new remedies for fome. of 
. thpfe difeafes, which are deemed incurable, be- 
caufe our pharmacy fupply no means for their 
relief? 

Mor- 
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Mortified at my own ignorance, wKich al- 
lowed me nothing more than i vague admi- 
lation tending to no end, I was obliged to coa« 
tent myfelf^ as I have already faid, with draw- 
ing fuch flowers as appeared. \o me the moft 
fcarce and beautiful. Of fuch as were ripe I 
coUeded th^e feeds : and I attempted to dry fe- 
veral plants and prefcrve them in paper, after 
the manner of botanifts. The laft procefs was 
the leaft employed by me» Befidc that it is 
impradicable with the oily plants, I was foon 
weary of the many tedious, minute, and ufc- 
lefs cares it required, I fay ufelefs ; for can it 
be called preferving a plant, to fpoil its f!hape 
in every part by crulhing it flat between two 
leaves of paper ? Is it poflTefling a flower, to 
gather it of a purple hue in Africa, and bring 
It to Europe of the colour of fnuiF or the peel 
of a dried onion ? In fine, can we know their 
nature by fludyiog It on dead and difcoloured 
leaves ? 

Since fafhion has fo greatly multiplied thofe 
artificial flowers with which the drefs of wo- 
men is adorned, the makers of them have begu^i 
to employ their ikill in the fervices of botany, 
and aftoniflnng performances in this way may 
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be ieeh at citizen Venzers, the mofi Celebrated 
artifl of the kiacl iix Paris. It was in a houfe 
in the metropolis tif France that I faw^ fot the 
fifft time, fome of thcfc artificial plants, the 
flowers, fruits, ftalki, leares ^ and evefl roots of 
wliich were executed with aftonifhing fidelity, 
andi of their natural fize. To deceive the eye 
more cffedlually,^ moft of thefe plants were 
placed iii pots filled with iknd or dry mouldy 
Nevet was nature more perfe6:ly imitated by 
art J here we have neither the glaring falfehood 
of the graver, nor the dead appearance of the 
hortus flccus : all is life ; the plant feems to ve--' 
getate ; and at one glance you take in the 
whole, and the various parts of which it is - 
compofed. In this flate, I have feen at Paris 
African plants which I could not recognife in 
herbals, but which I inftantly knew in this col* . 
leiSiion. The botanift indeed muft decide how 
far this method may contribute to the advance- 
ment of his extenfive fcience. No doubt it 
would be impoflible for him to preferve every 
known platit in this manner in his cabinet, > 
however fpacious it mighty be : but could he 
not at leaft find room for the different genera, 
Voi«« IL Ii with 
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with a.feledion of the moft curious and in- 
llru^live fpecies ? . » . . 

The eleventh of September I refumed mj 
joutney, hoping that Pinar would have ad- 
: vanced fo for before me, that I fhould not ex- 
perience the misfortune of. falling in with hira 
again. Already the heat began to be fenfible ; 
the fky Xvas covered*^ with clouds • we frequently 
h^ard loud claps of thunder ; in fhort, every 
thing announced the%approach of heavy ftorms, 
yk not a firfgle drop of water felf. This ,exr ' 
tneme drought rendered me very uneafy : • I 
was apprehenfive that I fhould every where, 
find the rivers dried Up,' and had no hope but 
from the natural bafms and refervoirs to ^^hich 
chance might guide my fteps. * ^ " 

After two hours journeying we fcame to one 
formed by a vaft flar rock. My dogs had 
fcented it, but it was poiforted with eu^'horbia, 
arid I even found at a little drflance the ijices 
of the plant that had been ufed, and. which 
were now grown' dry. On my arriva:l at it I 
found my pack bathing themfelves; and two 
of the dogs had alfo drank of the water, and 
were lying on the brink; of the refervbir in 

dread- 



Digitized byVjOOQlC 



A IJ' R I C A. 147 

dreadful tOnvulfions. I mide thofe that were 
bathing quit the water, of which they had cer* 
tainhy not fwallowed any, fince they were not 
at'all difordered'; and 1 forced down the throats 
of the other two feveral dofes of fpermaceti 
oil,'whrchlmiade thfem vomit, and faved their 
lives*. "• Thdy felt the efibds of the pbifon, 
however; for more than a fortnight : their legs 
were fo^ ftiff, that they could riot bend a fingle 
jcnnt : duritig the whole of this time we were 
obliged to* leave them in the waggons, arid 
they would take no food except milk. ' It was 
fortunate for us, that their eagerncfs to drink 
had warned us of the danger. But for this, 
perhaps, my Hottentots Would have watered 
* the cattle at the refervoir without fufpicion, 
arid poifibly even fome of themfelves would 
have been poifoned in quenching their thirft. 

However great may be the f|roporticn of 
euphorbia thrown into a pond of Water, I am 
perfuaded that it never difFufes itfelf through 
the whole mafs. It is my opinion, that the 
poifon is a rcfmous juice, which, being from 
its nature incapable of combining with water, 
fwims on the^ furface, and there forms that 
£hining grcenilh oil, which with a little at- 
L a tentioa 
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ttntion may be difccrncd by the, n^keci ej:^ 
xvhen the furface is finooth; I tried. the qua^ 
Kties of thia oil qn rpyfelf» tak^ittg with a ftravr, 
from tKe furface of, the^ ^f^^^ ^ ^95^. ^™Pf 
which i.put upon my. tonjgue^ and it g^v# mc 
that kind of burning paii;i which acauftic.oc- 
cafions. I then took uj^ fpmc water from Ae 
refervoir in the hollpw of ^my. hand^ and btqwr. 
ingofFthe oiljf flpc^ which. fwam,on th* fui^ 
face, I dipped the end of my fongue into. th<f 
remainder, but could nof , pgrcavc in, it ih,^ 
flighted taft^ diSerent from^ tii^ of water it- 

m. '/ 

BpId^howeTer, as my expc^imyent was, I 
dared not carry my temerity fo f^^ a^^o fwa^ 
low any of this water: but I pffered k to Kees^ 
the acutenefo ^ wbofe fmclL cquld Jiaye in-^ 
formed me with certainty if ^herewei;^ any 
danger,. He fnuffed at, it, , an^ ^^upediately 
left it. This trial^npt eomjpfetely f^i^^^ 
m^, and defirous^ if poffible, tc^^deceiye tb? ex^^ 
quifite fmell of my ape, I fcjjieezedfome juice, ^ 
of euphorbia into fome milk^ and gave i^t l;i^. 
to drink. He would have .been caught this 
time 5 for he not only taftcd the milk wijthpujt, 
cxpreffing the leaft difgwft> but vr^is j>^oceedr: 
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3ngto fwallow tMe whole, if I had not pre- 

He was, however, hot in the leaft injureci 
by this experimeht ; but it 'rauft be confefled 
the dole was trifling, for I was unwilling to 
riik the life of an animal fo lifeful to me. Per- 
haps, too, milk is an antidote to euphorbia, 
and ^ees fwaiiowed the remedy with the 
poifoii. If this faft was eftabliflied, it would 
be ah important difcovery. I would gladly 
have confirmed it, by. giving an animal a fuf. 
iicient quantity firft of the juice of euphorbia, 
andafterwardts of milk: but in thofe d'eferts, 
And purpbfing to take fo long a journey, I 
had not a fingle beaft with me that I cpuld 
fpare; I was obliged, therefore, to defer my 
trial to a future period ; and with this view I 
fiHed a bottle with eiipiiorbia juice, to prefervc 
|t for a more favourable opportunity. 

The generd opinion of the planters as to 
this juice is, that it occafions death by coagu- 
lating the blood, and that confequendy it is a 
poifon of the ftupefadive and narcotic kind. 
This I greatly doubt, from the violent con- 
vulfiohs which my dogs began to experience 
ilft^r having drank of the water of the bafm. 
L 3 Belides, 
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Befiides, for the planters to be right in their 
conjedure, this vegetable muft chang? its na- 
ture with the foil and climate ; fince, being in 
that Cafe a narcotic in Africa, it is confidcred 
at the fame time as a hydragogue in Europe. 

I had too much reafon to dread the neigh- 
bourhood of a poifoned water to remain long 
at this place. Notwithftanding the extraor- 
dinary vigilance I required of my people, fome 
of my beafts might go to it to drink. I deemed 
it prudent, therefore, to depart as fpeedily as 
poflible, and I continued my journey. 

We were in the country of the lefs, Nimi- 
quas. Two leagues beyond the refervoir we 
perceived a few pf thofc, people keeping their 
herds ; but,, alarmed at the fight of .my caravaq, 
they betook themfelves to flight. I. fpurred 
my horfe on towards them, to remove their 
fears, and get from them fome information j 
for, having an unknown country to traverfe, I 
could obtain affiftance and information only 
from the hordes by which it was inha^ted. 
They told me, that a league farther on was a 
horde of their nation, among which dwelt ^ 
white woman, whofe cattle they were keep-; 
ing, 

Wc 
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We repaired to the place mentioned, and 
found, in faft, a kraal compofed of about 
twenty huts. Tlie white woman was ftand- 
ing before the door of hers. She had a gar- 
ment on of tanned hides like tlie Nimiquas, 
but (he did not wear like them either the krofi 
or the fmajl apron. Pioar, as 'he pafled by, 
had informed her of my journey, and I was ac- 
cordingly received as a perfon whofe arrival 
was expedcd. Having entered her hut, which 
was neither larger nor more .ornamented than 
the reft, Ihe informed me, that her hufband 
had lived with this liorde, of which he became 
the chief, and that flie, at his death having in- 
herited his authority, continued to liVe with 
It ftill.' Indeed, from the tone in which fhe 
iflued her commands, I foon found that flie 
was millrefs there. Her children alfo were 
clothed like herfelf in nothing but fkins; and^ 
but for their long hair, fo embrowned were 
their complexions by the fun, that I (hould 
have taken them for natives of the country ; 
and the deception would have been the more? 
eafy, from their fpeaking no language but the 
J^imiqua. 

Of my whole caravan, Klaas Bafter was the 
L 4 only 
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only perfon who underftood this tongufe, which 
was. that of his laFancy. Though different 
from the Hottentot language, which I already 
Icnew, it had the fame three clappings, ^nd 
appeared to me to be conftruQed on the fame 
general principles; only I remarked, that th$ 
Kimiquas. more frequently employed thofe 
hoarle founds, which, iffuing bailily from th; 
throat, divide their words, and render thesi 
for a time unintelligible to the ears of a uran- 

The children had been told, that among thl; 
packages with which my waggons were UdeQ, 
Ihad divers affortments of fmall glafsw^u^e, 
and they were dffirous of obtaining fome for 
the purpofe of ornaniepting their drefs after 
the Hottentot fafhion. They c9uld exprefs 
their wilhes only by means of Klaas Bafter, 
and they requeued him to intercede with m; 
in their behalf. I was very ready to comply 
with their defires, and even accompanied my 
prefent with a few Nimiqua words, whicl) 
Bafter taught me, and which I veptured to 
pronounce. 

Whenever I attempted to fpeak to the Nit 
Ifxi^uas in (}i^ir own lan^ua^e, they beard me 
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p^i wlt^i :pa(lent atteatlon, carted theoodliehef 
^o underftand,m.e, and when they bad gudSed 
my meaning, not only fefepaed to feel pleafiar^ 
from the pircumftance, b,ut, taking up mj 
thoughts, were at the pains to inArud me wt^i^ 
I ought to havefaid. From this benevolence 
of difpofition^ and readinefs to oblige, I coul4 
not but befurprifed to find oppofite incUnatipcif 
|n jthe children of the chief; But th^y were 
fcally children ; and thence I concluded, tli^ 
their laugh refulted from that little maliciouf^ 
fiefs which is common to their age ; and tbif 
I am iliU inclined to b^Heye, for I hare n^T^ 
jfeen 4 Nimiqua laygh, in fimilar circum-f 
ftapqes, at my fwkwafd nianner. of p;x;prefl^ 
>ng myfelf. 

I {ball not flop here to relate the manner* 
and cuftoms of this horde of lefs Nimiquas, as 
they differed very littlp from thofe of the 
neighbouring horde8, of which I ihall foon 
have occafion to fpeak* In their drefs they 
much refembled the Hottentpta on the eaften^ 
coaft, the variations b^ing too flight to merit 
notice. An intelligent traveller, who has many 
iimilar people to defcribe, muft exhibit them 
fl^j^Yfkolt^ if he WOUI4 )^?nd|pr his workin* 

. t?refting 
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terefting to the reader, and particularife only^ 
fuch as are diftinguifticd by greater powers of 
invention, or progfefs in arts, and thence poC- 
lefe a certain degree of fuperiority. I {Jiall 
,cnly obferve, that 'the lefs Nimiquas in gene- 
ral are more ftoutly made, and not fo^ thin- 
vifaged as the Hottentots in the neighbourhood 
of the Cape. - * 

The widow had fent to my camp a portion 
cff the milk of her herds, and in imitation of 
her example all the women of the horde 
brought fome of theirs alfo. This voluntary 
tribute was continued during my flay at the 
kraaK It recalled to my remembrance thofe 
pleating days of my firft journey, when the 
young Narina brought me every morning milk 
drawn from her goats with her. own Ra«ds. 
But hov/ great was the difference ! Inflead of 
thofe pretty clean bafkets in which the charm- 
ing Gonaqua offered me her prefent, I here faw 
nbthing but wooden* bowls," clumfily made, 
and with a rancid and butter)^ coat round the 
edge, at once difgufling to the eye and the nofe. 
My Hottentots^ little nice in matters of clean- • 
linefs, were very well fatisiied with the prefent 
of the Nimiquas; but I, conceiving an invln- 
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' dblediftafte for it, contented myfelf with the 
milk of my o\frn dairy, and gave to my;dog» 
what my people left unqonfumed of theirs. 

The evening of my arrival theriS was. a ball ! 
for it muft be obferved, that among the plea- 
fures which the hofpitality of favagee ctudea*! 
yours to procure for ftrangers, d^acing holds 
the foremoft rank. ThiiSl noify feftivity, had 
it been the firft time of my wilaeffing.it, might 
have afforded me- amufepient : but I had fo 
pften heard their ha bay ^ bo hoy that the in- 
tereft was . vanifhed. My attentioa was ex- 
cited, however, by one of jthe muficians^ who 
played on the flute in a manner I did not com- 
prehend, and which awakened my curiofity* 
Haying put the inftrument to his mouth, he 
drew fro/n it very loud tones : then, fuddenly 
breaking off, he repeated the laft notes of hi* 
mufic fo as to produce an exad imitation b£ 

' an echo. This variation on a ftringed inftru- 
ment would not have lurprifed me, but on a 
wind inftrument it "was by no means fo eafy. 
I was d^firous ofknowing the method he em- 
ployed, and, upon his explaining it to me, I 
found it to be extremely, fimple; it confifted' 
\n iljifting his flute from his mouth to one of 
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ys noftrys: be&en blew ^ l)dfot%, ail(!:t!ii 
mind iffdriig; ftorb, kis bofe with a foit df 
fnuffing, wBch ikddened the found, the efi^d 
4ftf an^edio wm fe |)eife£l1y hnitated, that it 
mM impcXBbh not to be ftruck xVith th^ re^ 

Tike nrhltfeWcittiatibfeitogAe only p6rfd^ U 
the horde who "^todferftdod Dtftch, I pbqld con- 
«rf^ with t» 6fte dft. I Khali ticver forget, 
that whfca €^e was one daiy vehemently extol- 
ling die exceUencfe of tbe eountry the Inha^ 
hited, fee afierfed, by way of cohviticing mi 
of its foperiotity, thit fl«e had never feen i 
^ft in it. Aecbrding ix> her, this 1^3*8 a fih* 
gvAur landnfefs of nature, and a |)eGtiliar|i:y ol 
the^mate: bat this 'fame nature, ^hofe pre-; 
tend^ aflfedidn had protddted it from fleas, 
had at the fattie time not exeta^pt^d it fi^Oni 
another pat^tical animal, in my opinion fai^ 
more troubjefoisfe jstnd difgufting, with whieR 
the pc«)r woiiM« fwarm^d ^s well as her fub-* 
je€t8- 

Another ai^d ftill greater ineonvenience, 
which diftinguiflidd this ba^py fpot, was the 
imllioiis of |li«sa9i^ gnats; which fdrhied fucli 
^^m?, thatth^ Icraal wlas covered arid th§ 
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h^ fille4^ ^»th - them.. Ev«i. my. tcutft aai^ 
waggons W43-e, To cxowd^^ with tliany., that.!, 
w^ obljiged \to jll(^ .c!^i;|r;ZMght,,wlaJ^ L re- 
nqaune.4 tlwe> k th,e,<)pf* w» 

Thpught.t^-f. cojjiitjry^ , thp, exccUenqe, qC- 
which w^s fprny^h .▼»iiflj*4.,t«,nicj,waa;bar« 
ren, it.prod«c<e4 the;iqQj(^haiH}ii»lBe aQd:viga|^^ 
rou8 breeds o£ domedii: . aoi{DaIft.tluitvI shams^ 
any w.hf3:efeei| inAiiiea^ I pm-chaled- feverai. 
gqatt?, each of which gaTre.mc.dailb^'a$,iQini^;. 
mill^^as, the ^>d|t pCmy . cowA; .and.thflgr c?$». 
me only afew^koivev aodiUcIs fcHr. ih:^«^;r 
fire» 

the oxei:^ equayy;e3i:pe^(} infticengtli th«(e 
in.tlv&.eafte^ co}oi»ies ; but, iroio Jthe.maiie$: 
ot bringing, them up9 they aqe 4hid&f^ ioi^ 
thceci £la0ee, beaftso^ burden or dcaught, fad^ 
<Us<rOx<E^, apiiL warrO^QOr. Of the fonnertwch < 
I |hall iay nqtbiogr as^ey aoe knpwo ai»«iii[|^t, 
the.o^eciaX^^.^^Mi an^evenm the coIqh^^ . 
as^ ha^ ali^y faid, where.th«y.ai?» hrc^ciQ ; 
iaaftef^ the (aqie maqi^r } obierving only^,^|[«it: 
th^'Nitmqiaai .iad4Ie<<ucen,ar« miish lUperlof .to . 
the horfe in fupporting fatigue, and excelled l^,>- 

oxett 
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oxen feleded for this purpofe are ttofc whicft 
liaTC the leaft bodies and largeft legs. 

As to the war-oxen (hakelj-oje) It was iu 
this horde I faw them for the firft time ; which 
proves how much Kolbea was miftaken, when 
he aflerts, that they are ufed in all the Hotten- 
tot nations. Their name is derived from the 
purpofe for which they are employed. They 
arc ufed in battle, slnd* thcfe in particular arc 
chofen which are moft fierce^ and ungovern- 
able^ Being driven on againft the enemy, 
they become furious at the iight of the adverfe 
hoft, ru(h on the men, trample them under 
thdr feet, gore them with their horns, and 
purfuc them in their flight till they have de- 
prived them of lift. They are alfo employed 
in- defence of flocks and herds/ Naturally 
courageous, they are not only capable of re- 
pdiing wild beafls, but they even venture to 
attack them ; and a hysena, however hungry, 
will never come near a 'flock guarded by two 
or three ofthefe formidable animals, a num- 
ber of which will even make head againfi: a 
lion. 

The £beep^ which fliattd as high on their 
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legs. 2^ our' goats, aire alfo fuperiorto ours ia 
fize. They have not, However, that enor-. 
mousfatitaU, by which thofe of the Cape and- 
the plantations are diftinguiftied. My -IJot*- 
tentots, accuftomed, according to the tafte 6£\ 
their nation, to cfteem no' meat linlefs vejy 
fat, expreffed a kind ofaverfion to" animals - 
with a lean, Sender! fwitchvof a' tail hanging 
down to the ground; The ^eep which the * 
Dutch colony now poflefles came -froto Eu- 
rope. ' At firft it had ho flieepj and undoubt- 
edly thofe- which were tranfportied,. thither * 
were without large tails. Tor this fingularity is-- 
unknown in Europe. Thefe tails therefore 
muft have been acquired in. Africa, from the • 
change of fpod, foil, and climate, and thtiS was 
formed the variety how feen there. I had 
ftill one left, which I had purchafed on the ' 
road ; and feveral of the Nimiquas, whtohadT ' 
neyer fccn any thing like it, could not cfeafe' 
from admiring it. To the widow it was no 
novelty; for fhe aflured me, that all her huC- 
band brought with him, when he removed' 
into that country from Roye-Sand, his native 
place, were of the fame kind as mine; but 
this property in time difapipeared; and at the 
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tlnrd generjttios tlieir taMs^ becawe^ttda' liiss 
tbofe I faw« The' fifeece^cf tfaefe iteep was 
ibt curicdi and foft t6 theftbuefr^ on thferotf- 
trary^ it coiififfed of longbfiat iiafir, ha^fih and 
iMningv and altogether unfitfforfpinmog. 

Before I left; the* hordes I returned the oUU 
gtfioni^ I was tinder to thofe M4io compofed it^ 
for the niilk «Hth-whie1i^r had been fo zbnhr 
dantly fuppliedj by 9l fetir ptefentr. The chief 
requefted -of me a Uttle powder and fliot^ her 
ftoek of which was completeljr^xhauftied ; fp 
that^ being furrounded by Bofhmen^flie' was 
afraid of bring attacked by them by nighty 
efpeciaUy if they fhould fufped ihis to be the 
reafbn why they no longer lieard the repdrt 
of any guns from the kraal« When Pinat 
Tifited the horde, ihe had imparted to him her 
fears^and beggeci of him ia fupply: but he 
rudely refufed her, faying that I fhould foon 
piUs that way^ and, being wdll ftocked| could 
furniih her with whatever (he wanted. 

Had no motives of gratitude prompted me 
to oblige this woman, I Ihould have done it 
from mere pity, v The fole perfon of hef com- 
plexion amidft thefe'dcfcrts, fire leagues difUnf 
from any other kraal, fupported^ only by a ' 

handful 



Digitized 



by Google 



AFRICA, 16i 

tuodfiil of m^n, ibe oiuft have poITeded great 
courage arid iatitpidity to remaia in fuch an 
alarmiog (itttatioiL Few perfontt woiild hav« 
difplayed equal fortitude in ^milar cifcum*^ 
dances : but fhe was <iat of thdfe watiifee he^ 
roinbs, of wbooi I haVe fpbken in 017 former 
jawtney. She rode well, boldly fired at the 
Bofliinen U'any tirade their appearance, and 
Jiuated liont as Women in Europe hunt hares^ 
I gare hw n f$w pcmmds of powder, with a due 
proponioii tiff balU which were a valuable pn> 
fetit t6 Hereof wbibh (hecjettaioly would make 
ho bad life. 

Colonel Gordon had, ttiore thadi once men^ 
ti^nedto me at llie Gape, a failor Of the name 
bf Schoeotnaker^ Who, having defetted from 
the Gompady^s fcfrvice^ had retii'ed into the 
defert, ind lived aiiiong the Nimixjuas. This 
fii^tive Was a very boneft man, according to 
the report of Gordon^ who had met with him 
in his travels } and the Colonel, thinking he 
might 4iave it in his j[)owet to be of fervice to 
ine, had remitted xAtrz kttef for him, at the 
iame tUae that he f<!nt me one for Klaas Baftei; 
I hsd no urgent occalion for feeing Schoen* 
inaker at this time $ but the QdloneVs letter 
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might afford him pleafure-in his folitude, and 
I thought r fliouid bbiigc: him by conveying 
it to him. It was an a£t of^pure civiiity on 
my part ; yet was it eventually produdive, of 
confiderable happinefs to myfelfy and procured 
me fervices I was far from expediag. 

Suppofing that Schoenm^ker muft be known 
to Jthe widow^ I enquired after , him. * She told 
me, that be lived at prcfent twelve 4eagues from 
tlie horde, and offered fomcjof her people to 
conduct me; thither. ^ This^ ^ <^er I ai&cepted 
the *mi)re readSy^ becaufe, m' my .way »to this 
wandering failor, I (hould have to pafs another 
horde, which w^« a feparatiiff from that of 
which the widow was the'Airf, and her re- 
commendation would .befure to -feiSUre me a 
good reception. ^ • 

I arrivecj^at it after five hours travelling; and 
no doubt information of my vifit had been fent 
thither before me, fince^at my approach: the 
chief came to meet me with fome of his peo* 
pie, .to welcomfe tee -ajid exprefs the fatit- 
fa£tioa it gavethim. Iiftapable of underftand- 
Jng what he faid, or mstkiiig^him anytanfwer, 
I returned his compliments, without ^e^affift- 
ance of my iaterpteter, la a very fimpie and 
. iAWUigible 
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iflfettigtbfe toahner, by toffbritig hiitl a piece of 
tobacco^ and a lktli& hardware^ among which 
were two excellent knii^es. My prefent ap- 
peared; to afford him milch pleafure j and, to 
ihew how fetifible he wa« of the lervice I had 
done hi4Xi, he 'took out of- a fmallleathem bag, 
^h&h. hung from his arm, a bad knife, quitft 
womout, which he Ihewedme, fhru^ingup 
his flipulders at the fame time, in order to make 
mcundefftand how'ulfelefs it was become. 

,Thi3 proves at how little expenee a favage 
may be gratified. A firaple knife,, a bit of 
tobacco, a glafs of brandy, have more effe£t 
on a whole horde, than the entrance of an . 
embafikddr even from the grand Turk^ and 
the profufion of thofe by whom he is lent^. 
So true it is, that the ftate of nature is to that 
of foci«ty, as health to difeafej and while this 
invention * muft be racked to find amufement 
in theiattcr, in the former very littFe is fuffi* 
cient to give fatisfadtion. 

Our chief Was adc'ompahied by an elder bro- 
ther, who, like him, had been chief of a horde, 
but,* tired probably dFftch -high honour, had 
abdicaited his dignity iike* ^a philofopher, and 
come hither to live in retirement and pontempt 
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of grandeur » His late majefty likewife ttcsm^ 
from me a mark of refped, in a pre&nt o§ 
a fmall knife and a little tobacco. 

The moment the chief recehred my prefent^ 
lie was eager to (hare it with hb brother ; and 
each with admirable generoiity immediately 
employed his knife to divide the piQ<:e.of to* 
bacco^ and diffadl^ute it among thoie by whom 
they were scccompamed* 

It was probably the intention of the twc^ 
brothera t» be beforehand with me in a pre&nt, 
as no doubt they bad previoufly given orders 
for this purpofe,. At leaft^thongh we were 
live hundred paces from the horde^ two £at 
ihcep arrived^ which they requefted me to 
accept* 

The true mode of rendering yourfclf re^ 
^e£ted by favages is to convince them<| by 
ibme extraordinary feat, how fuperior awhile 
snan is to the natives of their own country. 
I had a double-barrelled piftol; I. fired it 
through the head d[! each of the ikeep^ and 
killed them both. My Nlmiquas were ac^ 
^uainted with the report of fire-arms: they 
had fecn fufees in^the hands df fqme of the 
j^anters;, but they knew nothing of piftola« 

and 
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and they could not comprehend how an in- 
ftrument (o fmall cbuld be as maiicious^ that 
^as their expreffion, as a great one. My cock 
and hen had equally excited their furprife, 
TTiey admired the familiarity of thofe animals, 
'whieh, as ufual, came wandering round me. 
They were aftoalftied to fee them as tame ai 
an ox 5 but they could not conceive the bene- 
fit I reaped from fuch fmall birds on my jour- 
ney. Klaas Bafter was my interpreter in this 
coaver(ation,which I confefs afforded nie much 
amufeilient. 

We repaired to the kraal, which confifted 
of about fiye-And-twenty huts, and of courfe 
was not vety populous. In the evening, when 
the cattle returoied from pafture, the women 
brought me milk ; and the quantity was fo 
great, th^t more than half of it w^s wafted } 
even my dogs could not drink it. Kees too, 
laftcr having run from bowl to bowl to fatiate 
his gluttonous appetite, was obliged to leave it 
like chem^ 

After thefe preliminaries the dance coramen^i 

ced, and, to do me the more honour, it was 

performed near my tent. It was not poffible 

for roc to get a ^moment's 'fleep ; but, as to 

M 3 my 



Digitized 



by Google 



t6$ TRAy.ELS IN 

rny people; they were . intoxicated with joy. 
This alw^ays happened in (itnitar halts, Bftr 
fides pleafure and good cheer, they wer& ^k^ 
cufed from work. At length, when d^y broke^ 
they retired to fleep ; while I, though fatigued 
with the fight and noife of the crowd, took my 
fufee, and went tp beat th^ country 'v^ith my 
dogs. ,/ . ' , 

The place did not promlfe me much fpprt ; 
I perceived only a few dwarf trees thijtly feat- 
tered over the diftant mountains, and- nothing 
but oily plants, without a fingle* tree on the 
plain. I faw feveral vultures* which s^ppeated 
to xioie of a different fpecies from thofe with 
which I was already acquainted ; J>ut . they 
were fo high that I could not fliOot any of 
them. I alfo found feveral flocks oi^oftriches, 
but they did not allow me to come near them. 
The rocks were covered with crov^, and the 
plain with larks; but I faw not a fingle fcarcc 
bird to fire at, and killed only one animal worth 
potice in my whole day's excurfioa,. Thi$ 
was a hare, of the fame fpecie? with thofe I 
bad formerly fecn at Karow, and known ther«^ 
by the naiii^ of rood^^gat-haas (the hare with 
fhg re 4 ^J^Vis), His ears are not fo long as thofe 
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of the commoif hatie; tod the bini]?4e^ alio 
aire prdfiortioaaUj^^&bner. Th% coltoir i^ hi 
gen^eral carroty ;^ aitt^ <S^Q the belly- vrhlte, Hkc 
the Eur<^ean hare.' I believe noin^aralift has 
meadoned this iiiima^ly which Iccon^d&r iii 4 
ipecies^' not^a vdfieiy > and what cotafirm^ me 
in this opinion* is, that in the fame country 
there are other 'karosc exactly refembling thofe 
of £txrope, except that they are fm^ller. The 
Hdteentot^, whoIhaveMn general an^ averfioa 
to i^r^B flcfb^^wciurd not tafte this,' though 
they^.faw jraeleatlit iivith pleafure ; for in^ faaft 
it wa&e^aeUent/and^more delieakly flavomred 
tfeaii the common hare; . • •* .. 1 

'The country aSbrded one animal which 
l:Wa8-veiry defirou&df procuripg ; but T fought 
it in vain.; Scvcr^^^men of thehorde.wore ite 
^^ foi^a krofS) to^cloak; but, aft |he hea^ 
arid fe4t weire:cut -off, 1. was uuafcle to difcoyei: 
tO) what fpoiie^ jit. btlonged, orwh^twer? its 
ichai^aji^rs* ? 2Flit fepeyHh blue ccdour of thfc 
luriiaod the length of the hair on the fpine of 
liie.hiack^fuflicienify. recalled to my mind the 
fame p^ipts in the hyaena defcritied by Buf&rf, 
iwhiich I bad: an opportunity of feemg feveral 
timed in Europe ; byt tjie fmajlnefs of the fi^fe 
M 4 . did 
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(314. not |gr£e widi thmt ntUifafift'-s deferifidoiii 
«id 1 concdveit to ba^e been a ip^sctea t^f ar^c 
ibx (i^tis). Tb^ favagesr f^&cred tztt^ that 
the autmal buihrows ia tbit ^etirth^ asd there 
brings 0p it« ypqi^g- T^lw isfcftand bea^^ 
tilvdt aod I purpbafed feveral piecea of it* 
.When 1 deparipd, the Gbicf feot fpme bfhia 
men to accomp^iny n^e to Schoenmaker's* Oc| 
mj arrival^ I fpun^ a littlr.maQ io a rod^^p 
and the drcfs of a C«tcb failor. JJe was fur- 
rounded by a oumfaex oif dbarmiitig little gtrls^ 
entirely naked, the o}deft of tMrbom ^as not 
nine years of age. NotEti^ could be more 
(engaging than the fight (tf liik ^mily* Hie 
lipatural graces of. the& children^ the|r ive? 
iy epdearmQntS) their pltafing features^ and 
even their T^ry oake^n^ff, p^eientcd to m^ 
fnind thf knage of a bceo^ of ypong Lores; 
Their uolbrtuiufe i»rot(£lpr had drferted iw^ve 
years ago^ and 4he fear of being drag^-firool 
^is retreat had condemned ¥^V^ %^ perpetual 
anxiety. Ever alone, ever impelled to ihnil 
the fpciety (^his fellows^ heled a wandering 
|i£&, and dared not return to the coloft^r. 

In fuch a iituation my priefence could not 
|>ut alarm him. The train that fiDlkvMd nM^ 

-■" ' ' ". M 



Digitized 



by Google 



AWKIC A. «^ 

lli« c^paoy by «4iich I was attentiedt n^ 
pgHQWr, n|7 iud^ea and. WH^pc^^d arrival, 
IMpeflarily. Ihi4 a 0nifter ap^araoce tp a maa 
sr^ was contuu^lly app^he^fiv^ of being be* 
Hftyt^i pvef^atd^niad arrffted. Ecv wasde- 
pkled on hiff countenance ; even ^ cfaildse% 
^ighFeoed 0$ flay approach, fied and di%» 
jp^ared. , 

r ■ My 1^1^ <iiii«' '^a^ to venKnr^ the: terrors ciC 
vrhich I h»d If^eh the vandcei^cwf^ T9 
put ^1 end to thieni as Speedily as fO^U^-l 
told theiU^be !fhat I cinie .^ ddiv^ 9iCf 
his hands' a ^tter ffom Cfiilt!ae\ G^cnt^ of 
^nrlueh J #ai( fhe bialep. At the.wune. (^ 
Gotdon, joy fparkled in hU before an>edi«4 
OBuadJeaance: he bebe)d'«i<;ift a ^eod ; mi4 
•was ei^er to tefiify it bvy ffffrin^ mfc hifrbagdi 
The Ktile- ^^mi then qua^fy*. dfew |Kia',r«n4 
coattcnded who flkould moift^ )lMti hkn ifirii|| 
earefles* For my pirt, enTio)!* i^tbet e^tbi^ 
^Mppioefi heimoft cojoyr in; Aicli a 6ti|at&<^ 
A«fc ftruck \iBJth his apprcheoGwftt, -I aheadf 
he^Uk to faeoiniie my&lf che-iati8£u9ion:.of 
•employ 'C|ine^g his miod^ aad tvhtjdtnii^ 
ifpv him. evcry-i^rance of beiog permitfi^. to 
vadiftudsaL IBut-, thowgh ncr life omld 
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be mweT)lcafmg than 'that wtikH^h«:(^^ Ifed; 
Ac fear which <:ohtihuall5r hisiuhted him ex- 
cepted, and no ftate of fr eeddA' more com^ 
plete ; it is clear, from thie ftcp he afterwards 
took, that Kttle was wanting to* draw him from 
ft, and induce him again to involve himfelfia 
ike tf oubJes of fodial life* - Fdr^ on my return 
to the Cape, having obtained his pardon, h^ 
wa& hd(bdn^ iilfdtmed of it^ thsin he returned 
ifvith all his children, abandoning his huts, hift 
wfv^, the « Ipoxts of ji^e field, and fhat entiroi 
Miterty of adionvfor which 1 wouId*have bar- 
tered the ticheft'teit)ires by \SrhoIefele. 
^ Btin^ uMble to rciad the GoIonePs letter, he 
^efired me 4o (reiki it t6 him: wtii{;h when I 
ted dode,''he offered* -me every fervieein lu 
p«wen Without informing me of his intew^ 
^iot^he: ordered ^aii ox: asd a i^dvj^^i do 
^ JciUed and^ diibributed among^ mypeopici 
His^^ives, wfaOiWete all Hottentots, and had 
^^ themfelves^ at my approach^ -made theS: 
appearance ouedter another^ 4nd I gav<^ ^Mtk 
a) few trifles as well as their children. :iStjbSk 
strives, for he had many; and ihifhis r€fp<|3:]iB 
made a free ufe of the inde^9dcQi:e ariiiq^, 
^from his mod^is>f life. Indeed. UkiurakfitiMft- 
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nfted onlybf liis wives, hU children, and feven 
pr eight \Hottentot& in his fervice« To Hut 
place where this horde was encamped, I gave 
the name of the Seraglio. I afterwards met 
with three fiinilar hordes on my journey, but 
cheir fulteiR Jittle refembled Schoenmaker: 
they weref' Villains^ of: whom I ihall hereafter 
iuiveioccdfiqn to fpealc* * . « 

:. ^Since n}y dqparture fronLNamero, I obferved 
that my draught-oxen gradually wafted away, 
tfaoi%h I: had: been careful not to work themt 
haxid, and they bad only begun to draw me 
iince we left the Kauffi, But the country 
afforded only dry plants and. a fewflirubs; 
and/this kind of diet, to which they w;ere not 
accuilomed^dike the Nimiqua cattle, did tiot 
agree wi^ tihfem. This Sdaoenmaker obferved 
alfo, and adrifed me to quit the country ai 
fpeedily aspoffible.; offering at the fametime^ 
if I would allow him two days to make. the 
aicceflary preparation?, to draw me with his 
own oxen as far as the Great River. Such an 
offer could not be othervrife than acceptable : 
orcourfe it was* not refufed, and I employe4 
^y tw<^'^ys in exfin^inii|g the country and 
the mountains^ ^ , 

Thii 
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Tli]» part Wis nti better tha^ that whklf I 
fcaid juft left It was ckftknte 6f animals) 
mui I found notbiog to add to my c6&tQ\6xi 
Init a new fpedes of « ftarling. I no where 
£n^ anj of the large kinds of gaoui ; the 
Aaotky c^ which Schoenmaker aAttSriited to 
die Bonft and tigrrs^^ which he find wery £> 
numerous as to driy^ them slwdy; but I was 
inc&ied: lefa to acdufe the beaftt of prey thai) 
the want d^ food and water. 

Hbwever, be thd caofe what' it w6idd, I wa$ 
tmdk texed at this iaihire 4>f game. I had 
0alf been feiif montbi on my jotiiney; yet I 
hMl already coofimed^ for t)^ fupport dF my 
^0e|^ mori^iSieep and oxen than during^ die 
Wjbolb ^Lteen vmetin of my fepirnfet j<Hirney« 
&ii^<me handy tbae delays I had es|^enced 
Ittdednfiderablx^mHiiihcdiny ftores: onth^ 
tid^r, feveral of my cattle had died on the 
toad, {tqm accidenCy fatigae^ ^ind thirfL But 
what ga^e me moft chagrin was, that> 9ft^f bav^ 
ifig pwcfaafed new teams, I feuAd myfelf oi| 
the point of being obliged to replkce them b^ 
0^befSit 

Hopdefs of finding a better country in my 
pirefcnt track, I had twenty times embraced the 
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4e%i of IVllfig t<>waidf the €a& I was a 
Unk i«<|iMint6d whh the CQafines of Gjifftaria^ 
and I flattered myielf^ that, between the chaia 
of Camas and the country of the Tambouquis^ 
lyhich benders on that of the Gafixes, I ihoi4d 
perhaps he fortunate enough to dUcover jfbtna 
p^i&ge, which would allow me to penetrate into 
the eaftem country. I knew alfo, that ihe lolty 
mountains, which occupy the centre of fonch* 
em Africa, give ri£: to many riverSi fome of 
which flow weilwaid to the Atlantic ocean, 
while others, taking an oppoiite couiie, Sf^ 
^mbogue themfdves into the fea on the &iL 
The latter I knew to be more numerous and 
ample than the former; and I helped, that by 
following their courfc, and the valteys throng 
which they ran, I might efcape from the cxc- 
csn^le country in which I found myielf obliged 
continually to ftop. 

One coniideration alone checked mc. I was 
almoft within fight of the diftriA of the gtra%s. 
Tbeie animals, fo little known to aaturalifts, 
and even to the inhabitants of the colony^ had 
long been the objeds of my moft es^r curi« 
ofity. One of the chief motives of my journey 
had been tofiudy and become acquainted with 

them; 
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them ; and, as long as I lived, I fliould tteV^ 
have forgiven myfelf, if; whea'ad oppc^tunify 
oQered, I had failed, to embraee it. 
, Befides* the dreams of imaginadon incef^ 
fantly affailed me, and infinuated, t|iat beyond 
the river I fhould find a country more pleafant, 
more fertile, and more eafy to traverfe ; and I 
fuSered myfelf to be impofcd on bychimeras, 
which had no foundation but my extreme de« 
fire of meeting new objeds. 
. Klaas Bailer and Schoenmaker told me alio 
a hundred .tales, which flrengthened my cre- 
dulity. To hearken to them, the Great River 
was never dry, its banks were covered with 
lofty trees, and I fhould there find every con- 
venience for a pleafmg encampment. They 
fpoke to me of rare birds, as well as of hip- 
popotami^ rhinocerofes, giraffes, and every 
kind of game, which abounded in this boafled 
place, and gave me an ardent defire of arriving 
there. 

Throughout the whole of this canton I 
found a great number of fmall vultures, of a 
pale yellow carnati««^ colour ; the fame fpecies 
as Bufibn defcribes. pnder the . name, of* the 
Egyptian vulture. The Nimi^uaacall it ^«nV 
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g&mrup (the White crow). The mbiintaias 
afibrded me arfevr^harixmig plants; of which I 
made drawings, and among others two heau^ 
tiful lilies with aTfmgle corolla,' one of a crim*> 
ion, the other bf a iemon colour/ 

Schoenmaker, having^completed .hisi prepa** 
rations, and iflfued his ' prders before his de- 
parture, directed all his oxen to be yoked to 
my wa^;ons, and wc ffct oflf without delay, 
after having left a few pounds of powder with 
his horde, to defend it againil the Bbfhmen, if 
they fhould attack it in his abfence. In lefs 
than five hours we came in fight*of a horde of 
the Icfs Nimiquas : and, as my caravan ipight 
cccadon an alarm, Schoenmaker advanced be<« 
fore us to inform them who we were. This 
was the largeft horde I had yet met with, 
having not' lefs than fifty or fixty huts, fepa- 
rated into three divifions. At our approach, 
all the inhabitants aflemblcd together, I had 
neTer before feep fo many favages in a body; 
£0 that it was a fight to me fomewhat ftriking 
end awful' Cuariofity prompted them all to 
advance* I wis fiarroundfid by them. Every 
pnc wanted to fee an4 <?Mae near nxe. All 
fpokc at oncc} fo th^'I -heard nothing hut. a 
^ coa- 
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eraifi^ed bum» Which, though ^caitt&ng, mM 
interefting to me horn the tcme of fiModilupit 
breathed. 

. Fceiently a femak voice was heard^ wMcU 
prev^led over all die reft, and ocotfioned ai 
geiiar»l filence; It was that cf aH old Hot- 
tentot Qamed Kakoes* who palTed for a' witch 
throughput the whde country. , The cQitlpany 
opened to make wa^ for hei^ ikad ihe advanced 
towards me, utterii^ the moft fi:i^^ui ede& 
Her howling alarmed me. I was apprehend 
five it announced the horror ihe felt at nly 
prefence, and that fhe would ez(^ the horde 
to fall upon me, by reprefenting me as a fufpi* 
cious perfon or an enemy. Who could have 
thought it ? This bellowing was the expceffian: 
of her ^ood- Will. On coming up to me, (kt 
preflled my cheeks roug^y with both her 
hands, and embraced me in a fimilat manner* 
Thefe tokens rfkindnefe were fucceeded by 
others, mingled with Ikippiflg, jumpiKg, and 
antics of all kinds. Now fhe fpoke to me with 
inconceivable fire and volubility : then addrelS 
iog the company in- word* I did not ull-? 
derftand, flxe pMtrted to me with her hand* 
and applied her fift to the pit of my ftamatelu 
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My interpreter, Kla^s Bafter, was by nie^ 
but in vain did I reqiieft him to explain to mt 
what the pythonefs faidi Scarcely had he be^ 
gun to tranflate a fingle fentence^ before fhe 
had finifhed ten more. At length expreffing 
herfdf more clearly, with a gefture too fignifi- 
cant for me to mirapprehehd^ ihe demanded of 
mQ/ome of the water of my country. This very 
iatelligible language I anfwered by a bumper 
of brandy, which I poured out into a large 
goblet, and (he took it off at a fingle draught* 
On this (lie ,began to play her pranks more 
violently than before 2 Ihe danced, fiing, 
laughed, and cried, all at once j every -now 
and then prefenting me her goblet to fill. This 
was i-eplenifhed fo often, that at laft, h6r tongue 
and limbs both failing her, it became neceflary 
to carry the prieftefs batk to her temple. 

Hitherto the - forcerefs had appeared to mc 
only as a bacchanalian, a petfon poiTeiTed, or 
rathe* a mad wbmari. I perceived nothing of 
that craft, that air of being infpired, that af- 
feftation of profound fcience, that quackery, 
which fo well fuit her pretended art Unable 
to guefs the means by which Ihc had imprefled 
on her comrades fo high an idea of her fupe* 

Vol. II. N riority, 
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Tiority, I inquired by what afls flic had inani'- 
fc&^ed her talents, and I difcovered her repii- 
tatioDr to be founded only on ignorance, pre- 
judice, and ridiculous credulity. The only 
proof of her power they cited was, that her 
cattle were never attacked by the lions or 
tigers : but it is to be obferved, her cattle con- 
fifted of no more than fix iheep and three 
cows ; and as to thofe belonging to the horde, 
though ver}' numerous, they were feldom at- 
tacked, becaufe they had feveral war*oxcn to 
defend them, befide their keepers. Thus the 
real fbrcercrs were the dupes ,of the forccrefs, 
fince they were the only protetlors of her few 
be^s« 

The human race, and particularly the igno- 
rant part of it, are ftruck with every thing extra- 
ordinary. I qucftion not but the great renown 
jof this female originated from her very follies, 
"which appeared to the favages.to have fome- 
thing in them fuper natural ; and neither Sdlioen- 
niakcr nor Klaas Barter, who had often before 
hientioned to me the famous Kakoes and her 
Jwondrous- feats, had the leaft doubt of her 
^'beinga great onagician. But what moft afta- 
txi(hed me «r^that fuch a woman fhould hzYcr 
/ takett 
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taken It intd her head tqaft the forcfeireft; 
fince the idea of gaining pre-eminence over 
others by means of tricks, flijppofes an addteia 
and cunning fuperior to the undcrftanding of 
a favage, and a kind of calculation of events 
beyond What fo linpradifed a mihd is cajpable 
of forming. . But experience has dcmonftratcd 
thei poffibility of weaker impofing on inord 
enlightened minds^ ahd^ arguing from the. 
greater to the lefs, it is hot altogether To abfurd 
to believe a little in witchcraft. But^ whatever 
opinio^ niight be entertained (^my pythonefs, 
it is cerjtain, that the dread of her fuppofed 
powex*Vi^as of gre?it utility^ not only to her 
own horde, but alfo to the adjacent one$. The 
^lace fixe inhabited appeared to tlie favages 
much more fecure than dny othier : accordingly 
bun^b^rs colle<^ed round her, and this it was 
that occafioned her horde to be fo populdps. 
The Bofhmen themfelves dj5caded hir, Thefe 
tobberi never attempteci to plunder the terri- 
tory where ihe took up her abode } and ihe 
had even acquired fui:h an afbendaticy ovet 
them, that, if any onfc o^ their thefts came to 
her knowledge, ihe fet off immediately, alone 
And urtgUardedi proceeded to their retreats in 

N 2 the 
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the midft 6f the woods, to threaten them wirti 
her vengeance, and thus compel them to a re- 
ftitution of the' flolen property. 

The country of the lefs Nimiquas extends 
in longitude from the mcftmtains of Camis to 
the fea on the weft, and in latitude from Na- 
inero to the banks of the Great River. From 
the information I could colleft refpeding the 
number of inhabitants throughout the whole 
of this tradt, I imagine I (hall rate the popu- 
lation at the utmoft, if I eftimate it at fix 
thoufand fouls : but the frequent attacks of 
the Boihmen, and ftill more the aridity of the 
foil, aiinuajly diminilh it ; fo th^t, perhaps, at 
fome future day this race of people will be 
totaily extinft, like fo many others of thefouih 
of Africa. 

The lefs Nimiquas, though of a tolerable 
height, are not fo tall is the CafFres or Gona- 
quas. ^ This cir^umftance led me to a remark, 
which h interefting, and I believe new : the 
people on the eaft of the fouthern pa:rt of 
Africa, of which I am fpeakiag, are much fti- 
pericf to thofe of the weft both in moral and 
phyficad qualities, while the animals arc far in- 
ferior. * 

Kolben 
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Kolben has faid, that the lefs Nitniquas 
pra£Ufe circumcifionj and deprive themfelv^s 
of oae of the tefticles, I had with mp this 
[ Dutch tranflation of that author's work; and I 
took care to inquire into the truth of his affer- 
tions, as I yifited the different people on my 
ro^d. My queftions were frequently put even 
with the book in my hand ; io that I caja af- 
firm with confidence, that the Nimiquas never 
pr-adife femi-caftration, which is in ufe only 
among the GheifTequas, a Hottentot nation 
iituate more to th^ eaft on the borJers of thp 
Great Riter, of whom I fhall foon fpcat As 
to the a<5t of circumcifion, which Kglben fays 
is a religious ceremony among the Nimiquas, 
I affert that they are unacquainted with it ; as 
tbey are with religion itfelf, unlefs the belief 
they have in the witchcr?ift of K^Jcoes be coi>* 
fideired as religious faith. 

The women of the horde had received my 
Hottentots with great kindnefs. This inter- 
courfe had very pleafmg confequences, and 
permitted my people to difcover very Angular 
charms. Some of them were indifcreet enough 
to difclofe the tender myfteries of love, an4 
whifpered me, that certain females amon|; thgnj 
N 3 bad 
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had thatWrhimfical elongation, of which I hay^ 
given a plate and defcription in my former 
• travels. Klaas Baftcr affured me I fliould find 
^ the faqie fingularity in every Nimiqua horde. 
I was dfcfirous of afcertaining whether there 
were any difference between the one in qucC- 
tjon, and that which I faw in another part of 
Africa : but, though I might eafily have ob- 
tained much more, they refufed to fatisfy me m 
this trifling point. Perfuaded, from the unani- 
mous declarations of all my people, that I 
Ihould really fee nothing new, I refpeded[ 
^heir modefty, and fuffered my curiofity to 
reft fatisfied^ 

The country is not fruitful : its fterility 
frequently oblige? the inhabitants to change 
their refidence; fo that they are th^ moft 
wandering people in all this part of Africa. 

At the Cape and in the colony, this country 
is fuppofed to have gold mines, but without 
any proof. Some day, perhaps, the Company 
•will attempt to afcertain the truth of it, by 
lending thither able mineralogifts. For my 
own part I muft fay, that I no where difco- 
vered, among any of the hordes, the leaft trace 
or indication of ^his inhiunan metal 
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It was not the fame with doppen Every 
TvhCTe I faw braoelets^ liedclaces^ and ear ringSj 
of tHis meml. Some of thefe orhaments, it is 
tlpue^ were fo well made and finely polifhed^ 
that they mull have been manu&dured in 
Europe, and the fruits of an ' intprcourfe witit 
the whites. But I faw feveraf others, which^ 
&om their grotefque fhape and rude wjdrkman^ 
ftiip, evidently fliowed that they were fabri- 
cated by the lavages themfelVea, Still more to 
convince me of k,. thefe toys had among them 
h^erogeneous fufbilances reBedij^g various 
hues (chatcyani)y which indicate the hnper- 
fedioa of the frndtingr and the ignorance of 
the operator. \ 

Thefe ornaments are worn by the Nimiquas 
m the fame manner as by the other favages ; 
yet I obferved among them fome whimfical 
peculiarities. I have feen perforis with fix 
ear-rings of the fame fhape in one ear, and 
none in the other : I have feen fome with 
bracelets from the wrift to the elbow On one 
arm, while the other arm was bare : I have 
feen others with one fide of the face painted in 
compartments of various colours, while on the 
Other fide both the colours and figures were 
N 4 difierentf 
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different In general I obferved^reat plro« 
penfity to ornaments Among thie lefs NimiT 
quas ; for their kroCes and ajl their g^irmient^ 
were plentifully covered with glafs and coppas^ 
beads, ftrung on threads, and faftencd on every 
part of their drefs* They even wore thcfm in 
^heir hair, which was plaiftered with greafe in 
the moft difgufting manner. Many bad their 
heads covered with a reddifh incruftation^ corner 
pofed of greafe and a powder ifefcmbling brick* 
duft, with which their hair was fo palled tOr 
gcther, that you would have fwom it to be a 
cap of red mortar. Thofe who had it in their 
power to dffplay this luxury of drefs were as 
proud as are our petits-maUreSy when they can 
ihake a head loaded with powder, perfume, and 
pomatum. Tht nuyp-J^roi^ or fhort apron, of 
the women was adorned with rows of glafs 
beads hanging dpwn to their feet: in other 
refpefls they were drefled like the Hottentots, 
whom I have already mentioned. Mats being 
very fcarce in this canton, as it is deftitute of 
Teeds, moft of the huts were covered with 
(kins of different animals, but chiefly thofe of 
the fheep.and ox. 
' The country pf the Iffs Nimiquas is a ftranf 
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ger to rain, unlefs when a thunder-ftorm Hap-p 
peas ; • and it is by no means rare for a wliole 
year to pafs without one. Its fteriliiy is prin* 
ci|>ally owing to the want of rain-water, and 
this want is to be afcribed to its topographical 
fituation. From Namero to the Great River, 
whidi is its boundary, the land has a gradual 
afcent, whi^e the mountains at the fame time 
ipfenfibly decline. Beyond the Great River, 
on the contrary, the mountains rife abruptlyj 
and the land defcends again to another chain 
of rocks fituate farther on, fo that it is enclofed 
between two chains as in a bafin. From this 
ixtuation it is eafy to perceive, that, having nei- 
ther forefts nor lofty mountains to arreft the 
clouds, thofe which come from the north pafs 
freely oyer it, and proceed on to Camis, where 

they burft and fall either in rain in the valleys, 
or in fnow on the fummits of the mountains, 
which gre the loftieft throughoyt the fouth of 
• Africa. 

Thefe remarks agree with meteorological ob^ 

feryation?. 

When the rainy feafon commences at the 

Cape and in the colony, the rains are found 

perer to extend beyond the thirtieth degree of 
3 latitude. 
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latitode, that is to fay, beyond the Caims» A 
perfoQ at the foot of thole mountains on the 
ibuth tide then experiences a regular monfoon ; 
but if he go farther, the fcene is changed, and 
he will not find a drop of rain. While I re- 
iided in the country of the lefs Nimiqua^, I 
twenty times witneffed, in the moft unequi- 
vocal manner, hpw the clouds were attraflred 
by the Camis. Seeing them arrive black and 
loaded with rain, I fancied we fhould pnsfendy 
be deluged by them ; but they pafied fwiftly^ 
over our heads in their way to die mountains, 
leaving us perfedly dry. Yet, if the CaiAis 
prevent them from watering the earth in their 
courfe, it retun)$ them thither in brooks and 
rivers j for all the ftreams of this country ori- 
ginate from thofe mountains, without whieh 
refource it would be uninhabitable, and'itis fur^ 
face untrodden by man. . \ * 

Before I quitted the horde of tlio forcerefs, t 
endeavoured to procure, from the individuaja 
ef which it was compofed, a few ftieep ; for, as 
I found no game, I had nothing to fuppoit my 
people but my flocks. But the f?ime reafon 
which made me defirous of buying rendered 
them uawiUing to fell^ } had rccourfe to the 
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paediarfon of Kakoes to little purpofe. Though 
this woman, from friendship to the whites^ 
whom (he iaid (he loved to diftra^aion^ and 
from gratitudp for my watery of which fhe was 
ftilJ more fond, endeavoured to ferve me, I 
could procur-e only (is; iheep. Indeed I might 
have had oxen more cafily ; and they would 
even have fold me more of thefe than I waftted, 
if I would have given them in exehaflge knives, 
iton, or brafe. But I w^8 too little' pleafcd 
with my Ikft teams to buy others, which pro- 
biWy wo«W prove no bettet; befiSes, my cargo 
of hardware Was fo diffliniihed by m}r pt%ced- 
iiig ptrfchafes, that Iwiihed to referve what I 
had left fir 'more* urgent ncceflities ; and, as to 
glafs beads, the lefs Nimiquas had fuch an 
abundance that they cared but little aboiat- 
them. 

Schoenmaker, who knew the country, took 
upon himfelf to be our condudlon He pur* 
fued a north-eaft courfe, towards the copper 
mountains (hoper-bergenj^ and after^ve hours 
gravelling perfuaded me to unyoke my cattle 
on the banks of a fmall river whfch defcended 
from them. 

This was a bad^. halting place, ^ will foon . 

appear} 
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appear^ but as I had fome curiofity to cx^ 
amine thefe mountains, which, I had been told, 
contained very rich ores of copper, I was well 
pleafed to have it in my -power ; and my guide 
fliowed me an old mine, which had beea 
opened by order of one of the governore- of th^ 
Cape, and was now abandoned. Every where, 
a,s I traverfed the different places we vifited/ I 
found broken fragments of the ore, the heavi- 
nefs of whv:h evinced that they, were rich in 
metal. But I -was in queft of virgin copper, 
and particularly of cry ftallizations. However, 
as I could not fucceed in finding any after ie- 
veral hours fcarch, I contented myfelf with a 
few fpccimens of malachite. To fay the truthf 
I fet Httle value on thefe, though I brought 
tkem with me to Europe j and it was with 
this fort of indifference that I offered them to 
Rom6 de Tlfle, on my return to Paris : but I 
was miftaken in them; for that naturalift prized 
theih in fuch a manner, as to make me regret 
my having collefted no more. 

The mountains of which I fpeak are granitfc 
and micaceous. The moft remarkable^ moft 
common, and at the fame time moft pleafing 
tiee fouod there, is a particular fpeci^s of 4l9e, 

called 
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called by the Nimiquas karap^ by the Dutch 
kooker^boom (quiver-tree), and by botanifts aloe 
dichotama. Tiiis aloe riles to the height' of 
twenty-five or thirty feet : its trunk ib fmooth^ 
and the bark white. When young, and the 
trunk not more than four or five feet long, it 
terminates with a fingle tuft of leaves, which, 
like thofe of the anana?, fpread and form a 
crown, from the midft of which all its' flowers 
iflue. As it grows older, it pufhes out lateral 
branches, perfedly regular and fymmetrical, 
each of which has at its extremity a crown 
fiofiilar to that of the young plant. The kooker^ 
boom thrives much better on mountains than 
in the plain. Inftead of long roots penetrating 
deep into the earth, like thofe of other trees, 
it has but a very flight one by which it is fixed 
to the foil. Accordingly, three inches of mould 
are fufficient to enable it to grow upon the very 
rocks, and attain its utmoft beauty: but its 
root is fo feeble a fypport, that I could throw 
down the largeft with a fingle kick of my foot. 
The hordes on the weft make their quivers of 
the trunk of this tree when young, whence is 
derived the name given it by the planters. 
My vifit to the mine employed- the whole of 

my 
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ray afternoon, fo that night was approichlag 
when I returned to the caravan, and I found that 
my people had encamped. Though we were 
in a narrow defile between the mountains, and 
of courfe the fituatiou was very un&vouraWe 
for an encampment, it was too late to fcek 
.a tetter. Tq render it ftill worfe, the place was 
fo confined that we could not furround our- 
felves with fires as ufual, being a:ble to make 
only two ; and even thefe burnt badly^ for wa^t 
. ot dry wood.: No man who travels ia the 
deferts of Africa can take too many precau- 
tions : during this night in particular I found 
it by experience, and I ought to have been on 
my guard, fmce fome of my Hottentots pre- 
vioufly informed me, that they had heard lioni 
in the neighbourhood. But when we are. ac- 
cuftomed to danger, we become ra& : by living 
among continual alarms and in perpetua4 peril* 
we grow familiar with them ; and by the con- 
fidence 'hence arifing, which is the pare«\t of 
courage, they are in reality diminifhed. 

About , ten oVIock^as we were fitting in a 

circle rqund one of our fires, md drinking tea, 

myoxen^ which had gone up the- courfe of 

the river in fearch of pafture, on a fudden (:ame 
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raaning towards us with all their fpeed^ eroded 
the camp like lightning, and difappeared. My 
£rft tnovement was to run to arms, and that 
of my people to cry out thie Bofhmen were 
coming. Thefe Bo(hinen c6oftituted the grand 
obJ6^ of. their fear; fo that, as there 'Was none 
by which they were fo powerfiilly affefted, it 
was always the firfl: that prefented itfelf to their 
imaginations. 

This was a danger of which I thought little ; 
and what convinced me was, the behaviour of 
my d(^s on the one hand, who did not move 
from their places, joined with the alarm of 
Kces on the other, who flew tome, and clung 
clofely round me. Certainly neither my ape 
nor the oxen would have tjeftified fuch alarm 
at the approach of Boflimenj and my dogs, 
inftead of making a point as it were, would 
have run to meet and attack them. Befides, 
the oxen, after having fled beyond us- from . 
fear, had inftindively returned ; and their eyes, 
as well as thofe of all my other animals, great 
and fmall, were turned in the fame dire£kion ; 
which clearlylndicated to me both the place 
and nature of the danger, and that it was a tiger 
or a lion. ^ 
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. In fuch clrcumflances what was to be done ? 
Prudence forbade us to advanec to attack tht 
animal dpring the darknefs of the night: fo that 
.we were forced to remain on the watch till fun*- 
rife, in uncertain anxiety and alarm, a thoufatnd 
times more painful than real danger j onlj 
firing a gun, from time to time, towards the 
place to which our beafts direded their looks. 
Our guns did not prevent the lions from mak^ 
ing their awful and tremendous roar refound 
from difierent parts of the mountain: but what 
greatly heightened our fears, and not without 
reafqn, was one of my oxen, which we heard 
at forty paces diftance, ftruggling for fome 
time, and uttering the hollow moans of an 
•animal in the pangs of death ; fo that we had 
no doubt of his having been feized by one of 
the lions. 

Day at length illuming the horizon termi- 
nated the long and painful anxiety of my cara- 
van. During the night the lions had in reality 
approached our camp j for we perceived thck 
footfteps in feveral places. I went to the fpot 
where we had heard the, moaning ox, fuUy 
perfuaded that he had been devoured : but, t^o 
our great furprife, we found he bad be^i 
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Wounded by one of our mulket-balls, and was 
whole, though dead. Immediately I direded 
him to be cut up, andhaftened to quit a place, 
where, though we had experienced little lofs, 
we had undergone much fean 

The neareft place at which we could flop 
had been formerly the fite of a horde. It was 
but three leagues from our laft camp. To 
reach it we followed the courfe of the moun- 
tains; but thefe were fo covered with hooker^ 
booms ^\i\'dX.y finding it impradicable to advance, 
1 direded fuch of my people as were not 
wanted to drive my waggons, to proceed be- 
fore, arid kick down all the trees that flood in 
the way. There was one, however, the beauty. 
of which fo much ftruck me, that I ordered it; 
on that account to be fpared. ^ It was nine feet 
eight inches [ten feet four inches, Englifli,] in 
circumference, and its b^ranches overfhadowed 
a Ipace of more than a hundred feet in dia- 
meter. . 

From Schocnmaker I learned, that one Van 
Wyk had inhabited this place, and ia confe-. 
quence I gave the nan)p of this wandering co- 
Ibnift to a little brackifh fpring which we found 
theri^* After having refted my cattle, I con- 

VoL. II. O tinned 
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tinued my journey. We iffued from the moun* 
tains through a fort of paflage, or defile, which 
i« called the Poori^ and entered a vaft plain^ the 
extent of which 1 could not difcern, as the day' 
was declining. .It was quite night when we 
arrived at Brand Kraal (Burnt Kraal), the 
ancient .feat of a horde of Nimiquas* 

The reads were fo bad, that my caravan had 
ipent a whole day in travelling feven leagues 
and a half. Our oxen dropped down with 
fatigue ; and, to complete ourdiftrefs, I beheld 
not a drop of water, or a fingle branch of a 
tree. Yet it was neceflary to make fires for 
the night. I had not yet forgotten the preced- 
ing night ; and, though we ran lefs rilk in the 
open plain, I was refolved, if poffible, to lub- 
je<a myfelf to none. For want of wood, there- 
fore, we collefked dry cow-dung, and kindled 
fires, which fervpd both to keep off wild beafts, 
itnd to protetSt us from a piercingly cold fouth- 
eaft wind, which made us fhiver. The ele- 
vation of the ground at Brand-Kraal muft have 
Contributed npt a little to the cold we felt j for, 
from my obfervations, I found that it ftood at 
leaft three thoufand feet above the level of the 
fca. 
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The next morning, day-light enablfed me to 
JpcrceiTe the wide arid plain on which we en- 
camped. I fliuddered with terror, while mea- 
fbring with my eye the immenfe fpace we had 
to crofs. All was fand and pebbles. Here 
and there I could with difficulty difcover a 
kooker-boom ; but the plain abounded with 
vaft clumps of euphorbia. A few low hills 
rofe above the furface of this fea of farid ; bur 
thefe diminiftied in height as they advaticed 
towards the north, and the horiion appeared to 
be 'the end of the world. 

The more hideouS this defert, the more n6- 
deflkf y it was for us t© be eager in quitting 
it. We directed our courfd towards a little 
duller of hills, which at a diftance feemed 
to me to refemble that at !lfalfe-bay, called 
Hanging-Lip, and Orl account of this refibm- 
blance I gave* it the fame name. I flattered 
myfelf with the hope of finding there fome 
hollow or bafin containing water for my cattle ; 
and iliy hope was ftrengthened by the appear- 
ance of four men defcending from it; To make 
them. hear and obferve me, I fired off a gun* 
I intended, if the rock had no Water, to a{k 
them where I could find fome. They per- 
O 2 . ceived 
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ceived me, no doubt ; but they fuddenly jdifap- 
peared, and it was to no purpofe that I went 
with fome of my people in fearch of tliem, 
and called to them aloud ; we could neither 
prevail on them to fhow themfelves, nor dif- 
cover where they were hidden. 

My fituation in the midft of this parched 
defert became very alarming. Confulting 
Schoenmaker, who alone could extricate me 
from my diflSculties by his knowledge of the 
country, he faid there was a fpring four leagues 
farther on, but it would be diflBcult for him 
to find it, as there were neither trees nor any 
other objeds to ferve him as land-marks; fo 
that I had little to reckon upon, except a lucky 
hit. However, it was poffible that, by fearch- 
ing the clufter of hills we were about to afcend, 
we might difcover the place where the Ipring 
was ; and this I accordingly propofed. 

In fad, after a tirefoine march of fix hours, 
I obferved on a hillock eight men, who feemed 
to be watching our courfe. We advanced to- 
wards them; at our approach they fled ; but 
in a hollow we faw feveral huts, which no 
doubt were theirs. A habitation in fuch a' 
defert, in a place which afforded no kind of 
, pafture, 
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pafture^ informed me that thefe people were 
B(^meti : yet, as our arms left us no reafon to 
fear them, notwithilanding their number, we 
re{)aired to the huts. Our arrival had put to 
flight every inhabitant. We found in them 
nothing but a few pieces of dried meat, and a 
bag of locufts ; but we difcovered the fpring 
which we fo eagerly fought ; and, though it 
was not ample, when we had enlarged its 
bafin, it fufficed to water my whole caravan. 

The great fatigue my cattle had undergone 
for two days, and the need they had of reft, 
obliged me to encamp there. On tlie other 
hand I had to fear^ that, if I pafled the night 
there, the owners of the huts would avail them^ 
felves of its darknefs to attack me by furprife. 
To prote<i myfelf againft them, I lighted up 
a great many fires, and kept ftri<a watch, 
which indeed prevented them from appearing ; 
and the next day, on my departure, I made a 
general difcharge of all my guns, to let them 
know I was in a fituation to defend myfelf, 
and had nothing to fear, if the hope of plunder 
fhquld induce them to follow me. However, 
while thus announdng that I was not afraid of 
them as enemies> I aded- towards them as a 
O 3 friend. 
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friend. I refpeded the rights of bofpk^ity, 
which I had enjoyed, it is true, on my own^^Vf 
thority ; like a generous conqueror, I not only 
fdrbade their little ftore of provifion to bq 
touched, but I left in the moft confiderabk of 
the huts, fome tobacco, feveral article^ of hard* 
wa^e, and a few- joints of the ox which had 
been killed 'm the mountains. 

About ten in the morning we hjjt^d at^.he 
foot of acluftqr ofgrinite rocks, covered with 
kooker-booms. The place being deftiwtf of 
wat^?, I expected nothing but to hidulge ia 
glooipy reflexions, little hoping to find a phe-* 
Btomenon, which, being new tq me, afforded mc 
great delight. This was a monftrous neft, ©c-? 
cupying great part of a large and ftrong aloe. 
Jt was -cornpofed of a multitude of cells, and 
ferved as a retreat to an immenfe number of 
hirds of the fame fpecies. Rlaas Bafter and 
§choenn^ker had already fpoken to me Several 
times of thefe fingular edifices, but hitherto 
ifortune had never thrown one in my way. I 
remained a long while pontemplating it. Every 
moment flights of birds iffued from it, and difr 
perfed themfelves over the .plain ; while others 
r<eturned to it, bringing inu their bills the n<e- 
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ceffary materials for conftrudiiig a new apart- 
ment, or repairing their old one. Each couple 
had its feparate neft in the common habitation. 
. It was a true republic. We know feveral fpe* 
cies of infe&s that live thus in one dwelling, 
and have focial manners. • There are focieties 
of this kind even among certain quadrupeds; 
but hitherto I was unacquainted with any 
among birds. Ho\yever, 1 Have had feveral 
opportunities of ftudying thefe republics, and 
I fhaU elfewhere fpeak of them more fully. 

From the hill of the great neft we went to 
encamp and fpend the night, five leagues farther 
on,- at Zf bra- Fountain. The word fountain 
told me I {hould find water there ;- but it was 
fo brackifh, that none of us could drink it, and 
in fuch fmall quantity as not to fuffice for my 
^oxen. 

The day following Was ftill more laborious; 
for the fand, growing more fine, became lefs 
ftable. Fourteen oxen were harnefled to each 
waggon, and they were relieved every hour ; 
yet the wheels funk fo deep into the fand, the 
heat was fo intenfe, and the beafts were fo 
weakened by fatigue and the want of food arid 
water, that they advanced very flpwly. I my- 
O 4 ' ' felf, 
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felf^, whether it were the phyfical cSeGt of the- 
temperature bf the 4r, or the moral effefl: of 
the anxiety acifing from my new and alarming 
fituation, was dejefted and difheartened : the 
view of a filent and unbounded horizon had 
wearied my mind by a painful idea too long . 
continued. . 

Happily a few hours march gave birth to 
hope. The plain fuddenly changed its ap- 
pearance. The' fand and foil were covered 
with a particular grafs, called Boflimen's 
grafs, the feeds of which are eaten by the 
favages. Even the hills wore a lefs naked 
^fpedt. We difcerned upon them a few 
little flunted fhrubs, among large kooker-r 
booms, here and there between the micaceous 
rocks, the brilliant furfaces of which, con- 
tinually changing the hues . they refleded, 
dazzled our eyes. The plain was ftrewed 
with large fragments of quartz, as white as 
fnow, the bafe of which, ot that part of them 
that was in contaft with the earth, had the co- 
lour and femitranfparency of a pale emerald. 
Probably the foil contained metallic molecules, 
which, penetrating the portions of quartz with 
which they came into contad, gave them this 
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hut. However this might be, I found coppery 
pyrites and green-coloured cryftals, in the clefts 
of the rocks and maffes of ftone. 

The ground on which we walked was co- 
vered with grafs; and I hoped this gra&, though' 
dry, would fupply food for my oxen, .fincc 
thofe of the country at? it readily in that ftate ; 
but, notwithflanding the hunger they hadiong 
fuffcred, they refufed it. From its extreme 
-drynefs, indeed, its edges were rendered /o iMr 
ting, that fuch of my cattle as attempted to eat 
•it had tl^eir-lips and tongues quickly coyqf^ 
with blood. . \ ^ 

I panted with all the impatience th^t fprings 
.from diftrefs, for the moment when I fhould 
arrive at the Great River; that river, which I 
had been told was never dry, and the banks of* 
which had been depided to me as fo pleafarit 
and fertile ! Every inftant I dreaded to fee our 
teams drop down with fatigue before they 
reached it, as. the former had done. My eyes 
were on the ftretch forwards, looking for thofe 
numerous trees which I had been told covered 
its borders. No trees yet appeared j nor could 
I difcern any thing before us but the vaft 
piountains, at the feet of which the river was 
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iaid to flow; and their naked and fcordied 
afpe£l: afforded little promife of the great change 
with which I had fed my hope$* 

It was not long, however, before I heard 
the ndfe of flowing water towards the n(»tb» 
weft. This found, which announced our fafety, 
made my heart leap for joy, and my peojJe in- 
voluntarily uttered a fhout of gladnefs* A fo- 
cond time our pains were on the pcunt of being 
ended, and I fhould at length fee a river ! For, 
iince we quitted that of the Elephants, I lad 
found nothing but the beds of periodical 
ftreams, either completely dry, or containing 
a few puddles of fta'gnant muddy water. The 
more fpeedily to enjoy fuch an agreeable %ht, 
I mounted on horfeback with Klaas, and rode 
towards the place to which the noife directed 
me. All thofe of my people who were not 
employed about the waggons began to run 
with me ; and my ape, my dogs, and indeed 
^v^ery one of my animals that was at liberty, 
fet oflT at the fame time. We pufhed on helter- 
Ikelter, contending who fhould firft reach the 
fpot. However, I fuffered my animals to 
precede me a few paces, certain that their 
fmell and their inftind would lead me by the 
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ffiofteift read. The barkings, the cries, the 
tranfports of this galloping crowd refembled a 
troop of bacchauals ^rather than a company of 
farhiflied travellers* I feared the joy of every 
individual. A thoufand confbfed fentfmeata 
agkated me lat once, and my eyes were filled 
with inv4du»ta*y tears. * Few men upoa 
Wrth have fuffercd pains equal to mine: but 
then, few have experienced fueh exq>uifite plea- 
fiire. - 

M)? firft ftep, when I arrived at the water, 
was to leap into it, that I might cool ^nd re* 
ftefli tny Kmfcs, while I was quenching my 
third. Tiiu« I fetisfied two urgent wants it 
once ; and my people and all my ammals did 
the fattie^ 

^ The river exhibited a majeftic fcene. Its 
breadth, in the narroweft parts of its ftream, 
was equal to that of the Seine at its entrance 
into Paris : yet, to judge of its ufual height from 
a beach of two hundred paces which it now 
Idt dry, it muft have been lowered confider- 
ably in confequence of the drought. Many 
rocks, too, were perceptible above the furface of 
the water, which no doubt were covered' when 
the river was at its height. 

Ite 



Digitized by Google 



204 TRAVELS IN 

. Itsb&nks/to a COnfiderable diftance, if ere 
covered with trees of various fpecies, and in 
fuch a quantity a& to form a kind, of foreft. 
A^nong them wlere mimofas, ebonies, called 
by the nativesySr^r//, and wild apricof trees, the 
fruit of which equalled that which grows in the 
gardens of Europe. , The moft remarkable 
of the (hrubs was a fpecies of willow, bearing 
fruit in bunches, which we called wild grapes : 
and both ihrubs and trees were peopled by an 
infinite number of birds, the notes of which were 
unknown to me. 

> I was filled with delight at the conjtempla* 
tion of thefe different objeds. Congratiilating 
dyfelf for having refolved to purfue this road, 
inflead of feeking one to the eafl, I was already 
filled with the hope of adding greatly and 
quickly to all my colle<fliohs. In the mean 
time I fought for a place where there was 
green pafturage, to pitch ray camp ; for every 
where around the grafs appeared completely 
burnt up. Klaas, whom I fent to make dif- 
coveries, came to tell me that there was no 
other. Schoenmaker himfelf and Bafler, upon 
our arrival, had been aflojiiihed at the flate of 
the fhore, which they had preyioufly painted 
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to me in fuch .plcafing colours; and they 
afcribed the alteration to, the drought which 
had prevailed . during the rainy fejtfon, and 
which had been greater thap wasi ever known 
in the memory of man; • 

From i;hefe obfervations it followed, that I 
had ill chofen my time for travelling ; but re- 
gret afforded no remedy for my fituation, and 
a remedy was what I wanted. Weak and fa- 
tigued as my cattle were, I could not think of 
making them crofs the river j for they miuft all 
have perifhed in it : befides, the oppofite bank 
did not appear better furnifhed with food for 
them than that where we were. My fole rccourfe 
was to fcarch afrefti for fome fpot that was lefs 
fcprchedi I feat every one out upon this expe- 
dition ; and, towards evening, information was 
brought me of a place where the Boftimen's 
grafs was a little lefs dried up than elfewhere.^ 
It is true, it required two hours for the catde to 
reach this place ; but, as I had no alternadve,, 
1 found myfelf compelled, for a few days at^ 
leaft, to avail myfelf of this refource, laborious 
as it was. Accordingly I directed that eight oii^ 
my people, well armjed, fhould condudt my, 
herd thither every mornings and bring it back. 
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in the evening. It was not ncceflary to fend 
ihy horfes j for a fpecies of reed grew in fome 
parts of the river, the tops and young (hoots of 
which they ate greedily. I alfo found fofnc 
little thorny cucumbers, about the fize of a 
hen's 6ggj which were excellent food for us, 
aiid theit leaves as pleafing to them. In a very 
ttion time they were able to find thefe without 
my afliftance. My goats and fheep were vvel! 
fatisfied with the leaves and bark of the fhrubs 
which grew under the (hadbw of the large trees. 
My cows and oxen were the only animals that 
1 could not prevent from fuffering by the fea- 
fon, and thefe were the moft neceffary to me 
of all. 

With regard to ourfelves, the neighbour- 
liood of the river attfadled to thfe plain a con- 
fidcrable quantity of game, which promifed 
us an abundant fupply of food. We had 
plenty of fpring-bock antelopes, zebras, koe- 
does, oftriches, and birds of every kind : and in 
the fifh of the river we had another refource. 

Having angled with the rod and line only, 
we caught, but two forts of fifh : one fimllat 
to the carp of the RhineV tfte other black, 
without fcales, fifteen or eight^eft inches long, 

and 
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and,ia iOiape refembling the barbel But the 
river had feveral fmaller kinds^ which We 
caught with our net^ and they madc'iis ex- 
cellent fnee* 

> -This riv:er abounded likewife with hlppdpp^ 
tamir I heard them bellow and blow on every 
fide. My curiofity being- excited to obferve 
them, I afcended a rock, the elevated point of 
which projected into the current, and thence I 
perceived one walking at the bottom of the 
riven I obferved that the colour of the ani^ 
mal, which when he is diry is grey, - and ap- 
pears blucifli when hts fkiti is wet, Was of a 
very deep blue in this fit uation. 

I killed this hippopotamus as it rofe to the 
ftnface to breathe. My people, inftantly run-* 
ning up, drew it afhore. It was a very old 
female : in their aftoniftiment, and to exprefs 
its fize, they called it the grandmother of the '- 
riven I have preferved its tufks, which are 
fix inches in length, meafured along their cur- 
vity, and three inches three lines in circum- 
ference juft above the root. As I have feert 
no plate of this animal that faithfully repre- 
fents it, the reader will no doubt thank me for 
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placing one here, much more corrcft than any 
he will find elfewhere. 

As I walked along the beach, I foilrid among 
the pebbles, with which the fand was covered, 
agates marked with arborizations, onyxes, 
cryftals of pfeudo-amethyft, and a number of 
pieces of quartz with Angular marks. 

I alfo law one extraordinary done, to which 
I cannot yet give a name. It is as large as a 
nutmeg, has a varying fplendour like the opal 
or cat's eye, but is of a browner hue, with a gold- 
coloured belt. It ftrikes fire with fteel. Since 
my return to Europe, I have fought for fi^ch in 
vain in cabinets and among traders, .but I have 
been able no where to meet with one. Neither 
the naturdlift nor the jeweller knows it. This 
ftone at prefent is in Holland, in the pofleffion 
of one of my friends, Raye de Breukelward, 
and conftitutes a part of his valuable col- 
ledion. 

There were alfO on thelhore little banks of 
heavy black fand, confifting of fragments of 
cryftals. Though the fmallnefs of the fand 
prevented me from counting the fides of the 
cryftals, I was inclined to take them for gar- 
nets 
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nets, becaufe, when I brought them near my 
compafs,tfaey moved the needle of it. Perhaps, 
however, . this magnetic property might be 
owing to particles of iron diftind from the 
cryftals, which blackened the whole mafs, and 
imparted to it its own colour. 

The trees and (hrubs were frequented, as I 
have already obferved, by an immenfe quantity 
of birds of new fpecies. There were a great 
many little ones, in particular, on a fort of 
broom with yellow campaniform flowers, and 
on a jeflamin refembling both in leaf and flower 
fhat of Spain, but with fcarcely any fmell. 

Each fpecies of bird had its favourite tree, 
which it never quitted. For inflance, there was 
a thorny (hrub on which I faw hundreds of ' 
little paroquets, and I faw none upon any other. 
No doubt they were attracted by the fruit and 
nuts of the bufh. This bird, larger than that 
improperly called the Brafilian fparrow, has 
the bill of a fafFron yellow inclining to red ; 
the forepart of the neck is rofe-coloured, and 
the forehead fomewhat deeper j the tail, which 
is very fliort, is greeh, dafhed with rofe-colour^ 
and black, the rump blue, and the reft of the 
body green. . It is a new fpecies. 

VoL.IL P In 
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In a very little time, hj the afliftance of 
Klaas, who was become very intelligent and 

' flcilful in procuring fpccimens for my collec- 
tion, I . obtained every ipecies of bird I could 
defire. But we particularly declared war againft 
the paroquets I have juft defcribedj becaufe 
they were good food, and ferved to fupply our 
table. Being always in great numbers on one 
bufli, I could eafily kill feveral at a fliot ; but it 
was difficult to get them out of the middle of the 
bufh, from the thorns fcratehing and tearing 
my hands; and this inevitable inconvenience 
Was even fo painful as often to deter me* 
. The fhrub of which I fpeak has its thorns 
placed alternately at every knot : one pointing 
upwards, long, fharp, and ftraight ; , the other 
downwards, equally dangerous, and curved like 
the talonr of a bird of prey. The Nimiquas 
call this plant caroop ; I named it the traitrefs^ 
becaufe as you thruft your hand into the bufb^ 

. the ftraight thorn pricks you, and as you draw 
it back, the crooked one catches hold of the 
flefli and tears it. 

Notwithftanding this Angularity, no natu- 

ralift hitherto, at leaft none that I know, haa 

fpoken of it : not even Paterfon, though he 

6 miift 
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iniift have feed It, ,fiiice it is very plentiful oii 
the banks of the. river ; arid he accoiiipahied 
Gordon, wHen this geritletriin gave the fiver 
the name of Orange. Not havmg feert the 
flbWer of this flirub, I drew it aslfbuiid it^ 
Witfr the fruit onlyi whicH is of a deep red 
when ripe. * The paroquets alone crack the 
ftone of it and eat the kernel j but the pulp of 
it is riot good; 

Schdenmaker's o&en tiad fuffered greatly 
from the fatigues of the journey ; and the in- 
different forage of the place was not calculated 
to recover them. He requefted me therefore 
to allow him to quit me. As I perceived he 
had nb motive for this but the gradual dete* 
rioration of hiscattlei I offered, if he would 
fcbnferit to accompany me a little Ibflger, tb 
fend hh people arid tbanis back td his planta-^ 
tiori, with four of my hunters as a guard; To 
this he cbnfented } arid in Corifequerice, as hfe 
knew the river, and that my oxen in their 
cxhaufted conditibtt weire irtcapable of render- 
ing me any fervicci he advifed me to pirbceed 
higher, up the ftream ; afluring me; that by 
fb doing I iliould find better forkge for them. 

This advice vvas.^ood, and I foltowed it. 
r Fz But 
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But as it was impradicable for us to coaftalong 
the bankof the river, on account of the fqrefts 
of trees which bordered it, it^ was determined 
that we fliould return back to Zebra-Fountain, 
and theiice, proceeding northward, regain the 
river. When we arrived at the fountain, we 
pointed out to my hunters the road we fliould 
take, that they might find us on their return ; 
and, when they fet off with the men and cattle 
of Schoenmaker, we proceeded on our way. 

Three hours travelling fufficed to bring us 
back to the wood which flcirted the river. But 
on entering it we perceived, not without alarm, 
the frefli ftepg of two lions, which we judged 
to be a male and female, and which had con- 
fequcntly taken up their abode in this quarter. 
The nearnefs of thefe redoubtable guefts, giving 
us reafon to apprehend an attack in the night, 
we wci'e obliged to be more than ufual on our 
guard, and 'particularly to keep large fires 
burning round pur camp to prevent their ap- 
proach. * In the mean time night was coming 
on, and perhaps it would not be eafy to find at 
the moment the quantity of dry wood requi- 
fite for the purpofe. 

A lucky accident fupplicd us with more than 
^ fufficient 
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fuflScient for our wants. The river /during' 
its inundations had brought down with it va- 
rious trees of different forts and fizes.. Two 
hundred paces from us was a vaft mimofa,* 
which had flopped a great number of others ; ' 
and they were fo heaped up as to form a natu-- 
ral pile of confiderable magnitude. 

My people, without taking the trouble to 
coIIe<3: what was neceffary, kindled this pile ; 
and in an inftant we had a huge bonfire, 
which not only continued the whole night, but 
even fome time in the morning of the next 
day. The place was enlightened, to a confi-' 
•derable diftance, as much a^ if it had been broad 
day. But the conflagration was fo violent, 
and the flames in their afcent carried up with 
them fuch a number of fparks and burning 
coals, that my camp, though two hundred- 
paces off, was not out of the reach of this fiery 
fhower ; and it was even neceffary to take fo-me 
precautions to fecure my powder^ All the 
trees round were burnt as they flood ; and 
fuch as were more than fifty paces diftant had 
their leaves fcorched. * 

The fire kept off the lions, it is true'; but it 

drove away the birds alfo j and in the morning 

P 3 wc 
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we could not difcover a fingle one, though 
during the night we had heard numbers on 
the wing ; and many, deceived or blinded bj 
the light of the fire, had rulhed into the flames, 

' or pcriftied in the fmokc. Thofe confuming 
fires, wliich I have often fpread oyer yaft 

- plains} thofe forefts burnt by me to open 
a road for my caravan, or to keep ofFbeafts of 
prey; that deftruftive power with which I 
furrounded myfelfat will, while attended only 
by a handful of men, with a few infignificant 
weapons, arid the fcanty equipage of a free- 
booter; frequently turned my mind t0| a re- 
trofpedive view of times paft, and prefente4 
tp it ^ht hiftory of robbers far more famous, 
fax more illuftrious, more highly honoured, 
and much more imperious, ambitiousof fway, 
infolentin the e:fcercife of their wills, and wan- 
tonly capricious; and I was aflonifhed that, 
amid the ferment of pafllons which agitate 
^he minds pf men, we did not more frequently 
fee whole towjis given up to the flames, with 
their inhabitants, their wealth, and their arts ; 
and great poets,' after thefe grand fpedacles^ 
exalting into heroes the madmen who had per- 
petrated tbefe aCts for thdr npiufement, an<| 
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holding them up a§ models for imitation to the 
madmen by whom thpy (hould be fucceeded. 

My morning walk offered me nothing new. 
But, as I was advancing along the hanks of the 
river^ I wis much aftonilhed to hear the re- 
port of guns ; and I afked Schoenmaker, who 
was with me, from whence they could proceed. 
He had refided on the banks of the river, and 
was confequently acquainted with xhc country; 
and be told me, that the perfon^ by whom they 
were fired were probably Matthew Moodel and 
.Bernfry, hunting hippopotami. 

I knew both thefe men by name, one of 
whom, like Schoenmaker, was a deferter from 
the Company j but at the fame time they were 
men of a very different charadler, being per- 
haps the mofl determined villains in all Africa. 
J had heard of their crimes, and I was not to 
he informed, that their names were held in the 
,utmoft execration, and that they were pro- 
fcribed even in the colony. 

Knowing all this, I could not eafily conceive 
how they bad been able to procure powder. 
To fuch people, indeed, nothing was facred ; 
and they might have pbtained it by fome new 
theft or murder. On the other hand, it waa 
P4 poifible 



Digitized 



by Google 



zi6 TRAVELS IN 

poffible that they had met with Pinar, and that 
he had been induced by fear or avarice to give 
them feme in« exchange for cattle. 

While reafoning on our conjedures as wc 
walked, we perceived the two hunters. They 
were Pinar himfelf, and a man whom I took 
for a Hottentot Bafter, but who, as Schoen- 
maker told me, was Bemfry. 

The fight of the two lions, whofe footftcps 
we had perceived the preceding evening, would 
not have infpired us with more horror^ and 
that of Bernfry was particularly, difpleafing to 
Schoenmaker, who had been his neighbour on 
the banks of the Green- River, and had been 
compelled, by his daily quarrels with him, to 
quit the place, and fettle where I found him. 

The two hunters had perceived us, and 
came tow^ards us. Schoenmaker, warmed with 
refentment at the fight of his enemy, yet 
obUged to reftrain it, had only time to fay to 
me in a low voice : " Be upon your guard, 
the villain will play you fome trick,'* 

Pinar accofted me in order to inform me, that 
half a league farther on I fliould find a good 
place for encamping with my people and cat- 
tle; and he offered to condudme thither. This 

aews 



Digitized 



by Google 



AFRICA. fti7 

news was the more agreeable to me, as it 
pointed out to me what I fought. Thither I 
repaired under his guidance, with my whole 
caravan ; but he had not told me that I (hould 
alfo find his waggon there; and I was much 
grieved when I found myfelf again condemned 
to be his neighbour* However, as I was under 
a fort of obligation to him for the information 
he had juft given me, I invited him and his 
companion to enter my tent when it was 
ereded, and treated them with tea, coffee, cho- 
colate, and a bottle or two of wine. My defign, 
in thus leading them to (pend the afternoon 
in the Dutch fafliion, was to employ them and 
divert their attention till night, and thus pre* 
vent a quarrel from taking place betweea 
Schoenmaker and Bernfry, which would have 
been inevitable, had they not both been under 
my eye. 

My intention, however, was fruftrated; and 
the very precaution that Ptook to prevent a 
quarrel occafioned one. 

Pinar,^oarfe in his jefts, and naturally vul- 
gar, wanted to raife a laugh at the expence of 
Schoenmaker, and turn his old occupation of 
a feaman into ridicule. Su^ is the prejudice 
1 of 
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<£ the African planters : confklered themfelvos 
{18 peafants at the Cape, they look upon the 
fubalterM in the Company's fervice with coa^ 
tempt. 

Schoenmaker appeared hurt at the coarfe 
^ony of Pinar, yet kept his temper, and anfw^r^ 
pi his farcafras without anger or afperity. But 
Berafry taking it into his head to craek his 
joke upon him too, the man whom I had 
liitherto feen fo gentle and peaceable felt ali 
his refentment revive at once. He burll out 
into > dreadful paffion, which it was impo& 
iihle for me to curb ; and, with all the vio^ 
lence ti a mind, eiaraged when it cm govera 
jtfdf no longer, he reproached him with the 
jti&ffination of frveral Nimiqjias, whom be 
had murdered in order to fteal their cattle j an4 
that of a Hottentot girl, who, aft r having bceft' 
fhe viftim of his luft, became a facrifice to hifi 
jcaloufy ; with many fimil^r ad^ of atrocity, 
ipvhich froze my blood to bean Bernfry, witljri 
out difowning thefe imput^^tiQns^anfweredonljF 
by expreffions of equal rage. At Itrjgth feiz» 
ing him by the collar with one hand, and 
taking his fufee in the other, he iaid i ^^ Tho^ 
^ fhalt fee, vile^^^lor, th?|t I ih^l tok liOthiog 
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ff pf pn« dwiige pf poyp^der more, tp fend thee 
?• afiasr thofe whom thou hgift mentioned/^ 
- )[n f^l, thfy bcjth went out 4etcrmine(i tq 
fight J an4, enraged as thfy wcre^ I doubte4 
not but oae or both would have b^een killecL 
I rufhed between them to part them. Pina$ 
pppoJ(e4 nj^i and cried out to me, to let thea| 
^ght ; whu;h would hav^ afforded him an eth^ 
|et;t9ining fight* Schpenmaiker himfelf refifte4 
my eAde^vQurs, At 'length, hpw-ever, I fuc- 
peeded in getting l^im off frgm his enemy, ancl 
pufhing tH^ latter out of my teiit| I b^ide hin^ 
iDQgone. .^ 

This adventure aS^flfid me much. Iforefaw 
that yery unpleafant cpnfequencps might arife 
Jirom it, ^nd cowld nqj: fleep the whole pight. 
If Bernfry had been to Wangle in the begin- 
laiag for jefting his adyerfary, the latter ha4 
been much more fo from the violence of his 
expre|fipn»?. As it w^ neceflary for me to be on 
good terms with all thofe vyith whom I had 
to live, or whom I had occafion to yifit, I 
could have wiflied to have had no caufc of 
complaint either againft Schoenmaker, whof^ 
^al and fidelity I had hithertq every reafoi^ 
|p commend^ or f gainft Beynfry, whofe cyime? 
' ' - had 



Digitized 



by Google 



t20 TRAVELS IN 

had perhaps been exaggerated. I could make 
myielf the mafter of any of them, and give laws 
to all : but I fhould have been under the necet- 
fity of continuing to ad as I muft have done 
for that purpofe ; and inftead of a proteSor, 
which I wiflied to be, I muft have made my-' 
felf fovereign and ruler in thofe peaceful coun- 
triesi This would have been fomewhat too 
troublefome fof a hunter of birds ; fb I chofe 
to manage the affair in the European way, by 
fimple and civil means only. 

CcHiformably with this principle, I the next 
morning invited Pinar and his companion to 
breakfaft vrith me^ Schoenmaker was one 
of the party. During the night their heads 
had cooled a little ; and that they might noc 
be heated again, I took care to give them 
neither wine nor brandy. My precaution foe- 
ceeded fo well, that I efFeded a reconciliation 
between all three, and prevailed on them to 
fliake hands, according to the Dutch formulary 
of friendfliip. ' 

Bernfry refided and had his cattle In a horde 
a few leagues diftant. Thither he offered to 
conduft mine, afluring me that I fhould find 
better paflure for the recovery of them than 

any 
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any whpre in this qiiarter. .Interefting as this 
information was to me, I refolved to verify it 
before I confided in it. I repaired to the place, 
therefore, with Klaas and Bernfry, and found 
that my new acquaintance had not deceived 
me. I had never yet feen any pafturage equal 
to it fmce I left Namero : it is true, it confifted 
foleJy of Bofhmen's grafs, to which my cattle 
were not accuftomcd ; but the country afibrded 
no other j and this kind of grafs at leaft, though 
a little dry, was in great plenty. 

Bernfry remained with his horde, to wait for 
the arrival of my carayan. It had taken us fix 
hours to rea.ira it, though on horfeback, and 
confequentlyad could not get back to my camp 
by day-light. Apprqhenfive of lofing myfelf 
in the night on a road with which I wafe un- 
acquainted, I refclved to fleep at th.e horde, 
and we returned the next morning, driving 
before us fix flieep which I had purchafed, 
and two goats that had juft yeaned. 

On my arrival I found a new caufe of un- 
eafinefs. Pinar, availing himfelf of my abfence, 
had renewed his attempts to entice my people 
from my fervice, and had fucceeded in fedu- 
cing Klaas Bafter and one of his Hottentots. I 

was 
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Vfas ihdenfed at this ad of treachery, but mtfcH 
liiore at the ingratitude arid infidelity of Bafter,* 
Ij^hd hkd entered into an engagement vf ith me^ 
and was in my pay. Fired v^ith jijft irefent- 
ment, I fent for him ; and withdiit ia word of re- 
proach, Lput into his hand the money Ive had 
:igYetd upon, and ordered him iriftantly td with- 
drav^^aslhadnofurtheroccafion for hisTertices; 
So unexpected a difmiflTal .mortified and hum- 
bled htm. Swarieppel feized this moment of 
ihanae to point out to him his fault j arid he 
fpoke with the more warmth, becaufe he knew 
he (hduld render me a confiderable ferViee by 
bringing him back, as he unde^^lpod the lan- 
guages of the feveral people airffeng whom we 
ivere going to travel* In fhort, the negotiatibil 
was fo fucCefsful, that two hours aftet Bafler 
came to me to beg pardon for his folly^ and to 
return rate my money. To convince him of 
fioy forgetting the whole, I made him a prefent 
of what he had received. But Pinat no fdotier 
heard this winding-up of his plot, than, dread-* 
ing the jufl reproaches he had reafon to expe<9^ 
from me,' he inflantly yoked his oxen to his 
waggon, and departed without faying a word 
to any one* 
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Tlie continual follies of this impnidetit and 
mconfiderate man foreboded him no good 
With fuch condudjCarelefs whom he offended; 
he could not fail of running to his deftrudioa 
by going among the favages, who are natu- 
rally good and ingenuous, but eafily provoked 
to anger, and dreadful in their vengeance; 
The reader may remember what I have al- 
ready faid of the charader of this man, whd 
had no other object but to make a fortune by 
his journeys, and gave himfelf little concert 
about the refuk of mine. His aim was to ini* 
timidate, lay wafte, and plunder. All this Wa4 
fufficiently practicable in the country in which 
we were : but it was not fo eafy for a matt 
devoid of genius, deftitute of means, and halv- 
ing formed no regular plan, to attain his- endi 
without fome mifadventure, and foon 6r latfe 
he might be caught unawares. 

This was what happened. Could I havft 
feen him before his fudden difappearance, hu- 
manity would affuredly have enjoined it me 
as a duty, to warn him of the inevitable dan- 
gers to which he expofed hinifelf, and of which 
he in fad became the vidim. His Hottentots 
maflkcred, his goods and baggage' rifled, and 

himfelf 
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himfelf efcaplng with life by little lefs than A 
miracle, made lip the fum of this turbulent 
traveller's fuccefs. Notwithftanding the rca- 
fons I had to complain of him, I aver, that had 
I been acquamted with his fituation in time^ 
I would inftantly have flown to his aflSftance* 
But I did not hear of his adventure till my re* 
turn, which was four months after it hap- 
pened* 

It being impoffible for me, on account of 
my cattle, to remain much longer in the en« 
campment I occupied, I was obliged to feek 
another without delay. Schoenmaker had 
fpoken of a wood, fituated by a river, well 
calculated for my purpofe. I went to examine 
k, and, finding it fuch as he had defcribed, I 
tranfported thither my caravan. My tents 
were eredted near the water, but at fuch a dif- 
tance as to be fecure from inundation ; and, as 
I had every rcafon to believe that I fhould be 
compelled to remain here fpme time, I caufed 
an enclofure to he formed, to contain, during 
the night, fuch of my animals as I chofe to 
keep near me. 

I purpofed to fend to the paAure ground of 

Bcrnfiy's horde, my homed cattle only. I had 
o no 
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ho reafon to apprehend that th^fe would be 
Carried off by the Boflimen ; as the horde was 
fufficiently nunierous to be fecure from the at- 
tacks of thefe robbers. Befides, I ordered the 
herd to be driven thither by four of my peo- 
ple, well armed, Who were to guard it night and 
day ; and, if any thing happened, I could eafily 
repair to their affiftarice, as the paftiire was not 
more than four leagues from my camp* 

All my hopes centred in the recovery of my 
oxen by this frefli grafs. Without this, I fhould 
be flopped again, and it would be impoflible 
for me to continue my journey. I waa not in 
the leaft perplexed about the food of my goats^ 
ihee]^, iild horfes. Every where along the fllore, 
as well as in the woods, they found abundance 
of thofe prickly cucumbers of which they were 
fo fond. 

For out parts, befide the plentiful means of 
(ubiiftence afforded by fiftjing and hunting, we 
had a refource in the hippopotami, which were 
very numerous in the river, and, from a parti- 
cular circumftance, very eafy to be (hot at the 
place where we were encamped. 

In fome places the water had fo little depth 
as to. form fhoals. At other places it was 

Vol. II. Q^ deeper. 



Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



a26 TRAVELS IN. 

(deeper, ^^nd eoatalned thofe cavkias which the 
people of the country call Zee^Koe^Gat (fea-» 
cow holes *)• Thefe amphibious aalmals ufu- 
ally retired into the holes in the day, and fuch 
as did fo we looked upon as our own j becaufe^ 
'^hea they quitted them, they were obliged to 
trover fe the fliallow, where they were fb ex** 
po&d, that we had every advantage for fhoot- 
ing them ; and when we could not drive theia 
out of their holes in the day, we kept them 
Ijhere all night by lighting fires on the beach } 
fo that dhe next day hunger obliged them to 
qjiiit the wafer, and to pa& before the himtti:;$ 
pofted on their road. 

la thi?: manner we procured as many « we 
wifhed ; fo that at length my people killed Xhtxsk 
folely for their fkins. My camp was converted 
into a manufadlory of chanbocks t. All around 
there was fcarcely any thing to be feen but 
manufactured (kins; and the heated imagin4tioa 

* The Dutch colonifts call the hippopotamus, or rivcr- 
horfe, the fea-cow. T. 

f Qianbocks arc a fort of whips or fwitchcs^madc of 
the ftin of the rhinoceros or hippopotamus : that of^tjxc 
liippopotamus is preferred, becaufe the whips made vith 
it arc more pliable, and lefs apt to break ; but fuch as are 
made of the ikin ^f the rhinoceros have more beauty. 

of 
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of my people, forming commercial fpecuiations, 
was enraptured beforehand with the » profit 
they Were hefe*ift« to' make. 

The mountains abounded with a fort of hare, 
fimilar in (hap^ and fize t<J that of Europe, but 
its fkin refettobled that of the rabbits of our 
Warrens. 'We had alfo in the woods abun- 
dance of groufe, different from thofe with which 
I was acquainted; partridges of the large fpecies 
called by the planters pheafants ; and a num- 
ber of new birds, fuch as I had never feen. 
Thefe w-ere highly valuable to my collection ; 
and I fpent part of my time in procuring* fomc 
of every kind. 

I found ^ikewife many infed» and chryfa^ 
lldes under the bark of the mimofas. Thefe 
trees I had no where feen'of fuch gigantic fta- 
ture as here: vtheir thorns werc^ frequently 
fixteen inches long. We read of the mimofa 
in the tranllation of Paterfon's Travels, that 
'* the vaft extent of its branches, and the 
** fmoothnefs of its bark, afford a prodigioiiis 
*' multitude of birds an alylum againft birds of 
•* p^ey, as well as againfl ferpents and oth^r 
** reptiles, which would otherwife deftroy both 
** them and their eggs.'' 

This fentetice is written in fo confufed a 
Qja manner 
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manner as toprefent no clear idea to the mind-^ 
It is not eafy to cotieeive hbw a ^* fmooth bark 
*' and branches of immenfe e;^tent" ftiould 
afFord a fecjure 'flaelter againft, birds of .prey. 
The author, or the tranflator, no dOubt meant 
to fay, that the quantity of branches, and the 
manner in which they were interwoven^ af- 
forded a retreat to the fmall birds, and the 
fmoothnefs" of its bark prevented reptiles from 
; afcehding the tree with eafe to devour thenu 
But I know not where the author faw the 
fmooth bark he mentions. Certainly it muft 
be the aloe dichotoma of which he fpeaks ; for 
I know no tree fo rough as the mimofa nilo^ 
tica, or that has fuch a wrinkled bark *. 

Sparmana 

, * The paflage in Paterfon is as follows : " The baughs 
*^ afFord an afylum to a fpecies of gregarious bird, which 
" fecms guided by inftinft in the choice of its habitation, 
** for which this tree is peculia'rly adapted. The ftcm 
*' being about thirty feet high before it fends out branches, 
" and covered with a fmooth polifhed bark, the birds ace 
'" defended againft the different fpecies of fnakes and other 
" reptiles which furround them, and which would other- 
*' wife deftroy their eggs ; w^hile the extent of the brau^es 
^' allows fufBcicnt room for the increafing colony j 1 fay 
** increafing, as thefe creatutes appear extremely prolific.*' 
' Hence it appears, that theobfervation of Vaillant applies 

only 
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Sparmann too, fpcaking of this tree, iays, 
that ** its bufhy leaves afforded him flicker 
•* againft the heat of the fun." If Sparmann 
fometimes enjoyed the fhelter afforded him by 
the mimofa, affuredly it rauft have been be-' 
caufe he waS not diflScult ; and in. certain dr- 
cumflances we are fatisfied with very little. 
For.my part I have already faid, and I fay it 
again, .that the fhadow pf this trefe is fo flight 
^s fcarcely to darken the giround oti i^rhich it 
falls. The truth pf thi^ affertion wijl dot be 
qjieftioned, Jf it be confidered, that its name, 
which ranges it in the clafs of fenfitive plants,^ 
indicates fmall leaves thinly diftributed. I am 
indel^edto th? bark and flower^f the mimofa 
for ^ number pf curious infects ; but I never 

only CO the French tranflator, who, probably not under- 
ftanding the meajaing of thie word gregarious, tranflated th^ 
l^ginniiig pf the above quotation, as if it had beeri, *' the 
" bougjis ^ord aji afylum againft rapacious birds.'^hete is 
alfo another miftake, but 'Whether imputable to the French 
tranflator or to Vaillant we pretend not to fay. The tree of 
vhich Lieutenant Patcrfon fpeaks is not the mimofa niJotica, 
but, as he himfelf fays, a non-defcript fpecies ; pf courfe, the 
rpggednefs of fhe bark of the piimofa nilorica by no means 
prpTCS Paterfon to have been unable to diftinguiOi between 
rough and fmoothj or to have confounded the mimofa with 
the aloe dichotoma, which be elfe where defcribes. T. 
Q^j found 
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found it yield much fhade, ualefe there were a 
number of them crowded together. ,, 

Thcfe remarks I have allowed myfelf to 
xnake, becaufe a traveller ought to coacea( 
nothing that may lead to error in the fciences. 
1 know the refpeft due to two fuch antaent 
naturalifts as Paterfon and Sparmann : but their 
very reputation makes it a duty to contradict 
them ; the higher they ftandrin our efteem, 
the more is it to be feared that our confidence 
may lead us to adopt their miftakes* Perhaps, 
however, the paffage in queftion is "a fault of 
. the tranflator alone. 

Bernfry freauently came from his horde to 
vifit my camp, and bring me news of my herd : 
but he feldom^came without fome of his wivfs. 
He had a confiderable aumber ; and amohg 
them were fome very pretty greater Nimi- 
(q\i2^y.||fKl feme daughters of Bofhmen that 
were ftill more pleafing, becaufe lefs black. 

KlaasBafter, willing to profit by the refidence 
I was obliged to make on the Great-River, 
made an agreement with Bernfry for the hire 
of two of his wives. It is true, I was thoug^ht 
of in the bargain ; for Bafter, eager to.teftify 
his attachment to n^e, and make amends for 

his 
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his fault, came* to introduce the two bSauti^ ' 
t6 me, and dfierme my choke of them. His 
judged ill of my wants, and ftill worfe of ifey 
wiflies. The reader certainly defires not to 
bjg my confident : what pretty tales fliould I 
liaVe to tell him» whaj: voluptuous pi^ures to 
idww, what delightful folitudes^ what fine rer 
veries to recall to mind; but it was for this 
very reafon I carried my continence fo far. 
Bafter, to avoid the trouble of making a choied, 
-efpoufed both the fultanas at once. Thistpei'- 
h^aps was an irregularity ; but I allowed it, to 
avoid greater, and was the accomplice as well 
as witnefs of their joys. 

After his example, feveral ollny people made 
limilar agreements, either with Bernfry for his 
wives, or with other w.Qmen ; fo that in a few 
days I had feven married men in my camp. 

One day when Bernfry came to vifrt me, be 
told me, that, as he went along the river's fide, 
pot far froni my camp, he had obferved a fe- 
male hippopotamus, which came out of the 
wood, and appeared to be going towards a zee- 
koe-gat with her little one. From the fize of 
the young animal, he imagined it to be at mod: 
jiot more than a week old. I had never yet 
Q 4 feen 
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feen fo young a hippopotamus, and curibfity 
to examine it prompted me to haften to the 
placey followed 'by Bernfiry and fome of my 
hunters. My eageraefs was fo great, and I 
ran fo heedlefsly, that I was guilty of an ad: 
of imprudence, the confequences of whic^ 
might have proved fatal to me or fome of my 
companions. 

On my arrival near the river, as I was leap- 
ing from one rock to another, that I might 
have a better view, I perceived an animal 

. croffing me ; and, without giving myfelf time 
to examine it, I fired and broke its leg. It 
was the little hippopotarpus of which we were 

. in fearch. We ran to intercept its paflage, 
und prevent it from gaining the water j but 
we had fcarcely come up to him, when the 
mother appeared a few paces off, on the edge 
of the river, running toward us with fearful 
bowlings, and opening wide her tremendous 
jaws. 

This fudden and unexpected appearance 
made fucti an impreffion upon us, that we 
thought of nothing but fpeedy fiight; and every 
one threw away his fufil to run the fafter. I 
hefitated riot to do the fame with mine, as it 

wajs 
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was unloaded, and of courfe ufelefs for my 
defente. The mother, having recovered her 
eub, did not attempt to follow us, but returned 
quietly with it to the water. My hunters told 
me, that^ if I wiftied to ffce the young animal 
again, 1 muft wait for it on the Ihore, whi- 
ther it ^would not fail foon to return with its 
rnother, becaufe it was too young to remain 
long under water, and befides could not fuck 
there. 

After what had paflfed, I thought this fchemc 
too dangerous, and imagined we fhould run 
lefs rifk by -attacking the mother in* her own 
element ; fince there, being left expofed, fhe 
would endeavour rather to hide herfelf and flee 
• than purfue us. My opinion was juft : in lefe 
" than a quarter of an hour, notwithftanding her 
wiles and apparent menaces, fhe was killed 
with her little one ; and my fwimmers pufhed 
them both before them to the fhore. • 

I fent the young animal to my camp, in- 
. tending it for the ufe of my kitcheq, if the flefli 
were good ; and I found it excellent, its fla- 
vour refembling that of pork and veal. 

The mother was flayed, and cut up on the 
fppt. I ha^ ordered a bowl to be brought 

me 



9 



Digitized 



by Google 



«34 TRAVELS IN 

jBTf which I filled with h«r milk. It $^ 
fcarad to me jQskuch kfs .^{agreeable than 
ti^at of the ele^ph^iit, and the oext day was 
dumped aUnoft wholly 11^9 cream. It had aa 
amphibious taftq^ and a fifliy fraell, which 
^ve difguff } but I could have made ufe of it 
for waQt of other milk^ and in cbfiee it was 
eten pleafaat* 

The light of our fires m the night, and die 
soife of our guns in the day, gave notice of our 
prcfence to feveral hordes of the greater Nimi- 
quaa, fituate afew leagues from us on the£>ther 
fide of the tiver ; and they firequ^ntly paid soe 
Tifits in my camp. 

So a^fo did the Camineuquas, who dwelt 
farther off. All of them teftified their friend* 
ihip tome, and I received them with fimilar 
fentimenis. None of them ever returned with- 
out being laden with the produce of my gun* 
Thefe prefents, which were nothing to me^ 
and much to them, procured me friends among 
all the hordes. All were eager to come to 
A^e me, and all invited me to vifit them in re- 
turn. 

Thefe comings and goings, the fight of theft^ 
goo^ favages, whoentrufted themfelves in my 

hands^ 
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faan48» by troops, waliQUt lear^ ^od ivttJ^out 
the le^ft ftifpicion, 9f\w9y9 tp^fboncd me «q pay 
l^tyral ch^rader, which u that of gei^tleoe&t 
toleraai^y and the love of ea£e^ aad xxevet 
were the ideas of conqueft and en^tplre, ivfakh 
fometimes fpring from ohftacles and redfbjoce^ 
ib {pon or fo completely driven away as hy the 
mild and frank behaviour of thefe ions of na« 
ture^ ,Wl*erever I met with them, all their 
efforts were exerted tp induce me to viG^ 
them. 

As ^ mpre powerful incentive to this, the 
greater Nimiquas told ipe, that, two day« 
journey north of their canton, I ftiould fiipid 
plenty of giraffes and rhinpcerofes. Hitherto, 
as I have already faid, I had never feen a giraffe^ 
The part of Africa w^hich I traverfed in my 
firft journey afforded none j and what I had 
ijret vifited in my fecond was equally deftitute 
of them, for they never pafs the Great River. 
In one of my hunting excurfions, indeed, I 
had met with f wo rhinocerofes ; but, having 
only my common fufce with me, I took care 
pot to attack them. 

I had long been warned of the danger arifing^ 
from provoking fuch an enemy, and e-xperi» 

5 ence 
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ence hasr fincc nK)Fe than once convinced me 
of its truth. Of all the animals in Africa, the 
elephant alone exceeds him in ilrength ; and 
there are few which attack with equal impe* 
tuofitjr, fo that there is none fo dangerous. 
The tiger regularly makes himfelf heard every 
day at the rHing and fetting of the fun ; and 
thus, giving notice of his prefence, warns you 
to be on your guard. The lion, who is ac- 
cuftomed to attack in the night, makes known 
his prefence by his roar. Befides, notwith-? 
ftanding the ferocioufncfe of thefe two tyrants 
of the deferts, a loud noife is fuflScient to 
frighten and drive away either of them. It is 
not fo with the rhinoceros : he is at once a 
traitor whofg coming nothing betrays ; an at 
faulter whom nothing terrifies; and a ftiry 
whom refinance renders implacable. 

My abode on the left bank of rhe river had 
enabled me to traverfe the country round me ; 
and I was now defirous of feeing that on the 
other fide. For this purpofe it was neceflary to 
crofs the river, which the favages who vifited 
me paffed by fwimming. They had ihown 
me a ford, but it was too far from my camp ; 
I had therefore a raft conftruded, qf which I 

I made 
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xaadc ufe whenever I cliofe jto go to t!i€i right ^ 
bank. 

The firfl: time I tried it, I had with me two 
Caminoiiq.uas, who had come to my catiip^ At 
the light of my vehicle they were in raptures. 
I in the mean time could not bpt wonder at 
^ the grofs ignorance and little indufli-y of theie 
different race* of Africans; who, continually 
expofed to the danger of having their bqwels 
torn out by the hippopotami, or of bein^ 
drowned when they crofs rivers that are over* 
flowed, are perhaps the only favages upon the 
face of the earth who have not yet invented 
fome fort of caooe.: 

I paffed the river on my raft with Klaaa 
and the two Caminouquas. We had fcarcely 
landed, when a diftreiling fpedacle met ouc 
eye^ : it was the carcafe of a man half-devoured 
by» a lion, with a bloody affagay by his fidc^ 
By his clothes^-and what remained of his &ce, 
the two ftrangers recognized one of their com- 
rades, who had been mifiing a week from his 
kraal, whence he had fet out alone to vifit me. 
The footfteps of the wild beaft were eafily di- 
ftinguiflied on the ground* He had defended 
himfelf'againft it for fame time, and had even 

wounded 
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wottrided it, a» ap^ared from the blood on hW 
fpear ; but he had at length fallen : fuch are 
' the txnfortttnate codif^qUehires of the inferiopity 
men without fire-arms have in th^fe combat?. 

We paid the laft duties^ to hh fad remains ; 
that is to fay, we covered his entraxh and wha€ 
femained of his mangldd body with a heap of 
ftones. After this osremony, which I made a 
point of performing with them, they left me^ 
to carry the oews: ©f the motirnfiil event to 
their comrade^; add I, grieving at having 
beten, tfeou^ very innocendy, the involontary 
caufe of the death ot a human bdng, gave up 
my fcheme of hunting, and rfeflumed to nay 
camp. 

I had foartexhaufted evefy thing both thefe 
cantons offered wokhy of notf ce for my eoJ* 
Icilton ; and I h^d na wi(h remaining, htt 
that of quitting them as foon as poflible. But 
tp this the ft ate of my cattle was an obftade. 
Obliged to feed upon a' kind- of gtafe to which' 
they were unaccuftoraed, they had become abi 
folute Skeletons. I never '^ went to fee thenl 
without being filled^ with defpair- ThOfettf 
my people who had -been fent t6 guard thcmi 
when they were relieved and returned w t\^ 

camp^ 
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camp^ which was done at the end dfcvtrf 
w^eeky fcarcely ever feilcd to iaform mc, tlttC 
feme cf them were dead. I k^d redded at tbet 
liver five weeks, hoping that we fliould ex{^«- 
rience rain to reftore the verdure of the grafe j 
and during the whole of that period k Iliad 
rsmed but o&ce^ aad then £o little aa fcan^djF 
tx) lay thedmft. j , 

lathe meaa time the feafoa of extreme l^eat 
hadr fa^gun,. the laonth of Nov^ember W£|6 nt 
ham&^ and the eartkeyery wikjese biwat i^ left 
rae no .more hope^ My .Hotten|ota th^wfe^p^ 
did opt conceal their d^je^tion: I, more ac^, 
cbibmed than.thay to cdfif&s^hAe the futta^e, 
and moor iiiutenefljd m t^ ii^evicable ills that 
awaited iia, wa& perfbdly diikiayed. Sur- 
rounded with infuperable ol^cles, I &w the 
time approaching, when i( would beasdi^icuk^ 
fi3r me to tetura to the Cape as to pujrfu^ my 
journeys in vaux were my thoughts employed 
day and night in the invention of m^ean^ to ex- 
tricale my&lf from my difiiculty : but whietker 
I nmained, oi* whether I departed^ I faw bq^ 
thing but death' and deftruftioii oa every ilde. 
My courage funk under thefe multiplied at- 
tai^« . 

J[lwd 
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I had maily times remarked, that wbcncvet* 
the Iky appeared cloudy around us, about 
twenty^four hours after the river conftantly 
rofe five or fix indhes, and did not regain its 
former level for fdme days* 

The conftant conjundion of thefe two fadts 
ciould not dd otherwife than ftrike me j and I 
concluded from them, that the riycr had its 
Iburce in fome chain of mountains, whither 
the clouds were cartried that pafied over my 
head, and where they diflblved. My excurfi^ns 
on the right ftde of-the river confirmed this 
coiijedlure. Frequently, afcending the moun-^ 
tains j Ihad perceived others which, es^tended 
Hke an amphith^^trfe j attd, fifing flill more and 
more as they reted^d, were loft at a diftance. 

My perfpeAive glafs had even £hown me^ 
tliat, whenever we had clouds in the zenith^ 
it rained in the chain to the north-eaft ;*and, iii 
that cafe, I was certain the next day of feeing, 
an augmentation of the river. 

What would I have given to hjive been 
placed on thofe diftant mountains, which ex- 
perienced not the drought by which we were 
perifhing ! But how .fliould I get thither ? 
And befides, notwithftanding their rains,. perr; 
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haps they might ftill want grafs. My glafs at 
lead fliowcd me only a parched furface, with- • 
out either wood or verdure. Thus, to what- 
ever fide I direQied my views, I perceived no- 
thing but fubjeds of difcouragement. Yet it 
was neceflary to come to forae determination, 
and to extricate myfelf from the defperate 
£ituation in which I was placed. 

Wafted as my oxen were, every thing told 
me I muft no longer reckon upon them, but 
confider them as dead. Thus deftitute of 
cattle, my only refource was to 'endeavour to 
preferve my efFeds, my people, and my other 
domeflic animals. If I left thefe in* the camp, 
I was certain the men would not want food j 
and the known fidelity of Swanepoel was a 
fu£Rcient fecurity for my waggons. In the 
mean time I could be abfent a few weeks, tra- 
verfe the country beyond the river, and there 
traffic with the different people 1 fhbuld find 
for caltle to recruit my teams. 

This excurfion alfo would allow me to feek 
for giraffes, and perhaps to kill fome ; and fo 
great a pleafure would at leaft recompenfe mc 
for the fatigue and expence of a difaftrous 
journey^ undertaken at an improper feafon. . 

Vol. II. R I fixed 
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I fixed my departure for the 28th of OiSta- 
ber, and fet off, attended by eight of my 
fufileers, among whom was Klaas Bafler, and 
eight Nimiquas who agreed to accompany me. 
All the reft of rtiy former caravan remained at 
the camp, under the command of SwanepoeL 
My new onp was compofed of four dogs; my 
ape Kees ; two horfes ; fix oxen, which I had 
hired to carry my effe(3:s, my provifion, and 
even fome inftrumcnts, fuch as my compafs 
and quadrant; and eighteen perfons: for 
Bernfry had requefted to travel with us ; and, 
to fay the truth j I was as well pleafed to have 
him with me, as to leave him near my camp 
when I was not there myfelii 

We eroffed the river on the raft, and tra- 
velled along its b^ank towards its fource,, hop- 
ing we Ihould fee fome giraffes, led to it by the 
want of drink. 

The Nimiquas, who knew the country, ad-- 
vifed me, after a march of fix hours, to ei>- 
camp; and to quit the river the next day, 
in the expe£kation of finding giraffes in the 
plain. 

Puring the night, we were difturbed by the 
roaring of three lions; one of which even 

came- 
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itamS fb hear us, that one of my people favlr 
him. This a,larm, by difturbing our fleepi 
enabled us to fet off earlier than uftial in thb 
toorning. . ' ^ 

Though I had twohotfesi I waHted on foot 
like the reft, for fe;ar of fatiguirigthem * and I 
wanted to preferVe thdr ftfen^h fbr any oc-^ 
c^iion of hunting that miglit offer. Left td 
themfelVes, at full liberty, Ih^y quietly fol- 
lowed the caravan, without evet wandering 
from if^ unlefs to fcek prickly cucumbers, 
ivhlch were the only noutiftiment that could 
be procured fot them. 

During a part of the journey, this kind of 
food was every where ta be feen in fufficient 
plenty : but, as we got farther from the river, 
it became more fcarce. At length it totally 
felled ; and the want of herbage was fo grieatj 
that 1 have feen them, what fcarcely any one 
i?\^ill ' believe, yet the fad: is certainly true^ 
greedily feize the durig that fell from our.oxen, 
and fight over the excrementitious remains of 
the aigefted graft. 

On the fecond day we were obliged, as on 

the firft, to travel fix long leagues towards th6 

1^'eftj and came to encamp near a fpring, 

R 3 which. 
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which^ ifluing from the foot of feme rocks, 
and adorned with vei'dure iilong its banks, af^ 
forded a pleafant fituation. 

Juft as I arrived at the fpring, a fecretary 
was drinrking at it. I fired, and killed it j and 
from this circumftance I called the fpring Sc^ 
cretary^Founfain. 

The Dutch have given this bird the name of 
fecritaris (fecretary), on account of a bunch of 
quills behind its head ; for in Holland, clerJcs, 
when interrupted in their vy^riting, ftick their 
pen in their hair behind the right ear, and 
-to this the tuft of the bird bears fome re-j 
femblance. 

. BufFon, fpeaking of the fecretary, fays,- that 
it has not been long known at the Cape ; fince, 
he adds, neither Kolben, nor other writers 
after him, who have defcribed th$ produdions 
of that country, make any mention of it. This 
is advancing a falfe aflertion, and proving it 
by another equally untrue. 

The fecretary is known in, the colonies both 
by the name oifecretarh^ and by that oi Jiangs 
vreeter, Kolben fpeaks of it under the latter 
appellation ; and he certainly knew it, at. leaft 
from the report of others, fince he gives an 

accurate 
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accurate account of all its various kinds of 
food. 

It is true, in his defcription he tranflates the 
Dutch Vford Jlang^vreeter by the French word 
peUcariy and confequently makes one fpecies 
only of two very different ones. But Kolben 
was no naturalift j and his work includes fo 
many errors, that it would be furprifing if this 
did riot occur in it. I have been more fur- 
prifed, I confefs, that none of our modern na- ] 
turalifts, even they who fpeak of the fecretary 
moft at large, have taken any notice of three 
blunt bony protuberances, which it has at the 
bend and laft articulation of its wings, thoygh 
they are infinitely lefs confpicuous than in the 
jacana or kamichi. 

This omiflion I have "thought flrahge, par- 
ticularly in BufFon, who has not defcribed th? 
bird from the accounts of others, but from an 
individual which he had before his eyes, and 
which,, I. believe, was in the'colleftion of Mau- 
duit. ' Yet the circum'ftanfce is eflehtial, fince 
it takes from the fecr^ary one of its principal 
diftinguiftiing charafters^; and thefe protube- 
rances cOnftitute befidee part of the weapons of 
R 3 . this 
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this bird, as I fhall foon have occafion to olvf' 
fervc. 

I muft allow myfelf another remark on wha^ 
ipufibn has faid. According to him, the fe- 
cretary differs from rapacious birds by its timid 
diippfition ; and this, he fays, is io great that, 
\vhen attacked hy i^s ejiemie^, it has no re- 
fource but flight. This is* a miftakc. They 
who have had opportunities of ftudyiag this^ 
bird Icnow, that, living chiefly on reptile^, it 
is continually at w^r with thera, feeking them, 
every wherp and ?ittac|?:ing them with courage. 
In proof of this aflertion, I appeal to Quer- 
hoent, and I ih^l ad4 the folio wiug fa<3:, tq 
l/vhich I was myfelf a witnefs. 

Defcending from a mountain to a deep ^)0g3^ 
I perceived almoft perpendicularly b^ne^ath me 
a bir4 rifmg and ftooping very rapidly,, with 
very extrjtordinary motions^ Though I was. 
well acquainted . with thQ fe^retary, and had 
killed feveral in the coitntry, of I>Jatal, it was 
^mpoflSble for n^e irjL mjr vertical fituation ta 
^iftinguifh this^ though I fufpeded U frpm its 
anions : aind having found means of approach- 
\P& pretty near it, under cover of fome rocks, 
» with^* 
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Without holfcj and without being perceived, 
I faw it was actually one fighting with a kr-^ 
pent. 

The battle "w^ls obftinate, and conduded: 
with equal addrcfs on both fides. But the fer- 
pent, feeling the inferiority of his ftrength, em- 
ployed, in his attempt to flee and regain his 
hole, that cunning which is afcribed to him ; 
while the bird, gueffing his defign, flopped him 
on a ftidden, and cut off his retreat, by placing 
herfelf before him at a fingle leap. On what- 
ever fide the reptile endeavoured to make his 
efcape, his enemy ftill appeared before him. 
Then uniting at once bravery and cunning, he 
ere£led himfelf boldly to intimidate the .bird; 
and, biffing dreadfully, difplayed his menacing 
tiiroat, inflamed eyes, and a head fwelled with^ 
rage and venom. 

* Sometimes this threatening appearance pro^ 
duced a momentary fufpenfion of hoftilities : 
but the bird foon returned to the charge ; 
ind, covering her body with one of her wings 
as a buckler, ftruck her enemy witli the bony 
protuberances of the other, which, like little 
cliibs, ferved the more effeftually to knock him 
^own,' as he raifed himfelf to the blow. I 
R 4 fa.vy 
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faw him at laft ftaggcr and fall t the con^^ 
qucror then fell upon him to difpatch hrm^ 
^nd with one ftroke of her beak laid open his 
ikull. 

At this inftant, having no farther obferva- 
tions to make, I killed her. In her craw^ for 
this bird has one^ though no perfon has noticed 
it, I found on difledion eleven pretty large 
lizards ; three ferpents as long as my arm j 
eleven fmall tor toifes, very entire, feveral of 
vvhich were about two inches in diameter ; and 
a number of locufts and other in(e<iJs; moft of 
which were fufficiently whole to be worth pre- 
ferving and adding to my colled:ion. The 
lizards, ferpents, and tortoifes, bad all received 
the blow on the head from the beak, • 

I obferyed too ^that, befide this mafs of food, 
_the craw contained a fort of ball, ^ large as the 
egg of a gopfe, formed ojF the vertebrae of fer-^ 
pents and lizards devoured before, fhells of little 
tortoifes, and wing?, claws, and Ihields of dif- 
ferent kinds of beetles. When this indigeftible 
mafs becomes too large, the fecretary, no doubt, 
like other birds of prey, vomits and brings it 
up. However, from the fuperabundant quan^ 
jity of ftliment: f ont?iined in thp craw of the one 
' I killed, 
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I kilfed, it c^ainly was not hunger that excited 
it to attack the ferpent in the llough, but its 
natural hatred and antipathy for reptiles. 

This antipathy is an ineftimable advantage,- 
in a. climate which aftonifhingly favours the 
multiplication of an infinite number of noxious 
and venomous animals. Under this poim of 
view, the fecretary is really a benefit from the 
hand of nature : and indeed its utility, and the 
fervites it performs, are fo well known at the 
Cape and its environs, that the Hottentots and. 
planters never kill it, but refpefk its life, as the 
Dutch do that of the ilork, and the Egyptians 
that of the ibis* 

The fecretary is eafily tamed, and when 
domefticated will eat any kind of food, dreflcd 
or raw. If well fed, it not only lives on 
amicable terms with the poultry, but, if it fees 
any quarrel, will run to part the combatants 
and reftore order. It is true, if pinched with 
hunger, it will take care of itfelf, and fall with- 
out fcruple on the ducklings and chickens. But 
this abufe of confidence, if I may fo fpeak, is 
but the effect of imperious want^ and the pure 
god fimple exercile of that necefSry, which 

rigo- 
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rigoroufly devotes one half of what has breath 
to fatisfy the appetite of the other. ♦ 

I have feen thefe ' tame fecretaries in feveral 
plantations. They commonly lay two or three 
eggs, nearly as large as thofe of a goofe, and 
as white as thofe of a h?n. The young re- 
main a long time in the neft, becaufe, their 
legs beipg long and flender, they cannot cafily 
fupport themfelves. Even at the age of four 
months they may be feen unable to walfc with- 
out rcfting on the heel^ which gives them ja, 
very awkward appearance. However, as their 
toes are not fo long, and their claws not fa 
crooked, as thofe of other rapacious birds, they 
walk with more eafe than thefe. Accordingly^ 
when they are feven months old, and have at- 
tj^ined their fijU growth and fize, they diiplay 
much grace and eafe in their motions^ which 
well accord with their ftately figure* Vofnjaer 
kept a fecretary for fome time at the Hague; ' 
and he wrote on the bird, from thei obfervations 
yrhich this living Ipecimen enabled him: ta 
make. BufFon, quoting the Dutch naturalift^ 
fays after him : '' When the painter was cm- 
" ployed in defigning it, the bird drew ncac 

"him^ 
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^ him, looked attentively upon his paper. 
*' ftretched out its neck, and erected the fea-^ 
*' thers of its head, as if it admired its figure^ 
** It often came, with its wings raifed and its 
** head projected, to obferve^ curioufly what 
*^ was doing/* 

The inftifia and natural qualities of the fe- 
cretary are fuflSciently interefting beyond ques- 
tion, not to oblige its hiftorian to impute to it 
an admiration of the art of drawing, and a fort 
of pride at feeing itfelf delineated. If that of* 
Vofmaer came up to him, ftretching out its 
neck, and cre<9:ing its creft, I am perfuaded it' 
was neither from curiofity nor rapture, but 
folely from a fort of habit common to many 
other birds. We know that moft, when do- 
mffticated and tecomc familiar, love to have 
their heads fcratched ; that this tickling gives - 
them pleafure ; and that they approach every 
one who comes near, ftretching out their necks 
by'\Vay of making known their defire. This 
may be daily feen in Europe in peacocks and 
parrots. 

The fecretary is to be met with in all the dry 
•plains near the Cape. I have found it on the 
^aft, all along the coaft, in CafTraria, and even 
' ' ' ^ 7 very 
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very far within the country. But on the weft^ 
though that part of Africa has deferts ftill more 
parched than any on the eaftern fide, and of 
courfe affords the different kinds of food fuited 
to it, I have feen it no where beyond the 
country of the Greater Nimiquas. I fhall fay 
but one word more on this interefting creature. 
Its bill is not gallinaceous, as Vofmaer fays*, 
but that of a rapacious bird : , and it has not, 
as Bu£fon fays, the leg bare of feathers like 
' thofe of a fhore-bird. For the reft I refer to 
my Ornithology, where I fhall give a more 
minute account of the fecretary. 

Thefe pai:ticular8 refpeding a very intereft- 
ing bird, I am perfuaded, will fufiiciently juf- 
tify the motives that induced me tp give it$ 
name to the fpring near which we encamped. 
We fpent the night there. The next day four 
favages, coming to it to drink, recollected my 
guides, with whom they were acquainted, and 
invited me to their horde, which they faid was 

* We haTC not Vofmaer, but we apprehend VaUIant 
confounds him here with Sonnerat. Buflfbnfays*: **Son- 
*• nerat is miftafcen whea he reckons the bill of the fecrc-^ 
«* tary gallinaceous $ which is the more ftrange, as that na- 
" turalift remarks that the bird itfelf is carnivorous.** 
Buff. Birds, voh vii. p. 322* Smellie's Tranfl. T. 

but 
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hxxV hal£ a day's journey off at moft. I ac 
cepted their invitation, and having fent two 0f 
them on before with Klaas Bafter, to give no*- 
tice of my coming, 1 fet forward ; but the plaia 
was fo troublefome to traviel ov6r, that it took 
us up ^ight hour« to pafs it. 

When I drew n«r, the chief, a refpcfaable 
old man, came to meet me, accompanied by 
part of his horde, according to cuflom. After 
the due compliments had paffed between us, 
he made me a prefent of a couple of fheep for 
my company, and while they were drefling I 
went to vifit the kraal. At every hut to which 
I came, I heard the words, tabacana matte^ (give 
me fonie tobacco) : I anfwered deip matte^ (give 
me fome milk) ; for I was fo thirfty from my 
journey, that I would at the time have pre-i- 
fcrred a bowl of milk to ten oxen. My re- 
queft was complied with readily. Several 
cows were driveni to my tent, which I had 
milked as I flood by, and delicioufly quenched 
my thirft with the fweet lalubrious. fluid, 
which often was my only nutriment. 

The old man had not quitted me a moment ; 

and I availed myfelf of his company to obtain 

all the information he could give rcfpedling 

3 the 
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the country* He, on his part, did not iVt HV^ 
the opportunity of fpeaking to me of hi* 
troubles. He was riot fat fr6m the livcr^ 
Inhere hippOpot^Lttii abbtindled ^ and he and hid 
companions Would havfe been very glad to pro- 
cure fome occafioDdlly for food t but^ though 
they had digged holes^ and fet traps for them, 
along the fliore, they had never been able to 
catch more than three during the two years 
they had dwelt there. Thecreatures,hefaid,were 
too cunning for them ; though he had no doubt 
but I, with my fufees, of the effeSs of which 
* he had heard, might have as many as I pleafed* 
Such an obfervation was an indire£fc rcqueft 
for me to render the horde a fervice. It gave 
xne an oppbrtunity of making myfelf friends ; 
and, had not the diftrefs of my fituauon im- 
pofed this on me as a matter of neceffity, I 
would have done it from humanity to fen^c 
thefe poor favages. 

I refolved, therefore, to fet off the next day 
in the afternoon, fpend the night near the river^ 
and begin the chace the following morning at 
the peep of dawn. I took with me all fiiy 
hunters; A party of the horde followed, tvlth 
fome pack-oxeri for carrying the ftittts of 

our 
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Out fport ; and at day-break atl my people were 
in motion. 

Half of our company pafled the river by 

fwimming) while the other half remained on 

my fide. \Vhen the fwimmers bid gained 

the oppofite bank, they feparated into two 

parties^ one of which went a certain way up tiie 

river, and the other down. We did the fame 

on my fide. The four parties thus included ^ 

part of the river three quarters of a league in 

extent. I relnained alone in the centre of thofe 

who were to beat for the game. 

At an appointed fignal, all were ordered to * 
fet out from their polls, and advance flowly 
towards me, fome fhouting aloud, others oc^ 
cafionaMy firing their pieces, in order to drive 
towards me the hippopotami that might be in 
thatpartof the river. They found eight ; and 
all the parties being affembled at the common 
centre, patience and addrefs only were wanting 
to our purpofe. 

in a ihort time we had wounded feveral.^ 
Two were even killed ; and the people of the 
horde were eixraptured with joy. But fome 
of them going into the river to drive the dead - 
onc8*aflu>re, one of the fwimmers received a 

ftroke 
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ftroke from the faoutpf one of the wounded 
hippopotami, and one had his thigh ripped up 
by the tulk of another, Thcfe accidents made 
me fear fomcthinjg worfe ; wherefore Irecalled 
2|I1 my people ; and, to the great regret of the 
Kimiquas, put an end to a hunt, which had 
cVery profpeft of being more pfodudive, but 
which could not be continued without great 
rift. 

The remainder of the day, and part of the 
next morning, were employed in cuttings 
up the animals^ we had killed, and loading our 
oxen with them. The fmell tliat iifued from 
them, carried to a diftance hy the winds, drew- 
to the place numbers of hawks and vultures^ 
which followed us for a long time, iaifiag over- 
bur heads. 

The vultures appeared to me of a new and- 
unknown fpecies. But I attempted ttf fhoot 
fome of them in vain; for they kept them^ 
felves always out of gun-fhot, and the report 
of my fufee did nothing but drive them off 
without return. 

Our arrival at the horde was welcomed with 
great joy; ^nd this joy was imbounded when 
it was known^ that, except a few pieces for ihy » 

people, 
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people, I meant to give up the whole of the 
two animals to the kraal. The chief, as a 
teftimony of their gratitude, requefted me, ia 
the name of the whole, to accept a fat ox. 

I thanked him for his ofer ; but, finding 
him mortified by my refufal, I begged him to 
give me in exchange a couple of iheep ; as at a 
time of fcarcity they might ferve us for food 
on our journey. Before I left him, I made 
him a prefent of a knife, and diftributed a few 
glafs beads among the women. 

To arrive at tjie canton where I was in- 
formed I fhould certainly find giraffes, I mull 
pafe another horde, a few leagues diftant from 
this. I therefore requefted him to furnifh me 
with guides to it, and particularly to fend fome 
of his people to announce my coming. This 
was always my cuftom : when I quitted a horde 
I procured a recommendation to that to which 
I was going ; and I had always reafon to re- 
joice at having done fo. As favages have but 
few means of proteding themfelves againft 
the rapacity of the curious or ill-intentioned, 
when they receive vifits fimilar to thofe of a 
Pinar, and as I wiflied never to infpire fear, the 

Vol. II. S precau- 
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precautions I took to fecure a welcome otrght 
not to be wondered at. 

When we left this horde, we re-pafled Secre- 
taryTFountain ; and thence taking our courfe 
to the north eaft, we arrived, after travelling 
four hours and a half, in a parched plain, 
where the horde I fought refided. The kraat 
contained about a fcore of men, who came tc> 
meet me ; and every thing I £iw had the ap- 
pearance of profound want. 

I was ftruck, however, with a mark of dif^ 
tindion, which I faw on one of the huts. -It 
was completely covered with the fkin of a 
girafFe. Knowing this quadruped, the talleft 
* en the face of the earth, only from the defcrip- 
tions and incorred plates 1 had fecn, I had no 
fufpicion that this was it^ fkin : yet fo it was. 
At length I was in the country it inhabited ; I 
Ibould foon fee living ones; and the moment 
drew near when I fliould be recompenfed, at 
leaft in fome meafure, for the troubles and miC- 
fortunes of my journey. 

The two fheep which I brought with me 
would not follow us j and we had had great 
trouble to bring them as far as the kraal. That 

we 
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We might not be fo inconvenienced again, I di- 
teded them to be killed, and diftributed them, 
with a few pieces of the hippopotami, among 
the people . of the horde. This prefent was 
the more valuable to them, as they had no 
other food than the milk of a few cows. On 
quitting them, I had the happinefs of adding 
to it five fpring-bock antelopes, which I killed 
on a hill about a mile from the klraal, and ira'- 
mediately Tent to them. 

I could not witnefs the joy this new gift 
muft have produced : but, if I may judge from 
that occafioned by the former, and the endlefs 
thanks made me by thofe of the hor^e who ac- 
companied me as guides, my vifit to thefe 
diftreflcd creatures muft have formed an era 
which they would not foon forget, and the 
miracles of the great purveyor will be handed 
down in the horde from generation to genef- 
ratico. 

On my arrival at Gamma-Rhier (Lion- 
River), I found it to contain fo little water, 
that .we chofe its bed for our road. The loofe. 
fand with which it was covered was tirefome, 
it is true ; but the bulhy trees on its banks com* 
peafated for our fatigue, by the fhelter they 
S 2 afibrded 
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afforded u^ from the rays of the fun. Whea 
night approached, we hatted under a great mi- 
mofa. and after we had kindled a fire we fat 
down in a circle round it. 

On the tree was one of the vaft nefts above 
mentioned^ forming the feat of a republic of 
birds. Whether they were incammoded by 
the fmoke, or miftook the light of our fire for 
that of day, many of them flitted among the 
branches, while others by their twittering prot- 
duced an agreeable though confufed noife. 
This was a favourable opportunity for me to 
procure fome. I afcended the tree, and flip- 
ped my hand into one of the cells; but this 
motion, notwithftanding all ip,y care, having 
. ihaken the hive, all the inhabitants took flight, 
and a prodigious number ifliied. from, all the 
holes at once. 

However, I fl:ill advanced my hand^ and 
prefently touched fomething, by which I was 
feverely bittieii. This furprifed me, becaufe 
the birds that build thefe nefts, being of the 
fame genm as the farrows of the Cape^ could 
not inflita a wound fo painful : confequcntly 
fome ftrange fpecies muft be in the nefl:, which 
I was curious to know. The bite was znade : 

I did 
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I did not let go, and foon pulled out of the neft, 
with equal joy and furprife, two beautiful lit- 
tle parrots^ a male and a female* 

The prefence of thefe intruders on a foreign 
republic appeared to me an inexplicable cir- 
cumftance. The Nimiquas alone were not fur- 
prifed at it, as they were already acquainted 
with it by experience ; and' informed me that, 
when the republicans have finiftied their habi- 
tations, fometimes birds of another fpecies, 
ftronger than they, drive them out, occupy^ 
their place, and as they breed live there in fo- 
ciety. Thus, it is not among mankind alone 
that the weakar^opprefled, defpoiled, and dri- 
ven from their homes : birds alfo have their 
tyrants, which feize for their own ufe the pro- 
dud of the labour of others, arid have equally 
arguments at command to prove they have done 
that to which they had a right. 

Day, which compels beads of prey to retreat 
to their dens, and reftores courage to thofe 
animals whofe life is innocent and whofe man- 
ners are peaceful, brought back to the tree the 
flock of little parrots which the alarm of the 
night had difperfed. They all arrived in pairs; 
and before they entered their common abode, 

S 3 ^ they 
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they refted on the branches to fee what iryury 
it had fufFered. But I obfervcd that parrote only 
rctiirned, and not one of the original builders, 
which had been completely baniihed to a bird. 

While I was refleding on this change of in- 
habitants, one of my Nimiqua guides came 
eagerly to impart to me fome information, 
which he imagined would be pleaiing. 
' This man had ;feen me tranfported at the 
fight of a giraffe's Ikin, when with his horde ; 
and he ran to inform me, that he had juft dif* 
covered in the neighbourhood one of thefe ank 
mals uiider a mimofa, browfingi on its leaves. 

Inftantly, raviflied with joy, I leaped on one 
f)f my horfes, made fiernfry momit another, 
and^ attended by my dogs, .hafteridd towards 
the raimofa. The giraffe was not ihcre; but 
we faw him croffing the plain towards the 
weft, and we fpurred on our horfes to over-^ 
take him. He trotted on lightly .without ex- 
erting himfelf in the leaft, while we galloped 
after, firing occafionally at him : however, Jie 
infenfibly gained uponiis ; fo that after a chace 
cif three hours, our horfes being completely 
put of breath, we were obliged to ftop, and 
fopn Ipft fight of him. . > . : 

/This 
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This commencement appeared to me no 
favourable omen. My people had fpoken of 
TiotHing but pleafure in hunting the girafie. 
According to their account^ it would be no nK)re 
than play to me ; yet 1 found conuderable 
difficulty in it. This, however, was not the 
moft vexatious idea to me at the moment. 

Qur chace had feparated us from each other, 

and from the camp. By my eftimation I 

<:ould not be lefs than five long leagues froia 

It; and, to alarm me the nw^fe, the giraffe 

« having made various turnings and windings 

in hisvflight, 1 could not tell what courfe to 

fteer to regain it. It was noon. I began tQ 

feel the calls of hunger and thirft j. and I was 

alone on a parched foil, expofed to a fervicl 

fun, withoiit the leaft fhelter againft its heat, 

or provifxpn to fatisfy my wants! 

My horfe, panting for breath, was fo jaded 
as to be of no fervice to me. ' I could do no- 
' thing, therefore, but remain where I was, 
waiting till fome of my people, uneafy at my 
abfence, (hould come in fearch of me. But 
at fuch a diftance, without means of knowing 
where I was, how could I hope that they 
?VOuld find me ? I fired off my fufee a few 
S 4 times 
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time^ to make B:^rnfry hear me, who cbuld 
not be far off, and who had probably loft him- 
felfalfo. 

Now and then I faw fome groufe pafs over 
my head ; and I killed a few, as much to pafs 
away the time as to fatisfy my hunger. By 
means of the pan of my gun, and at the ex- 
pence of one of my fleeves which ferved me 
for tinder, I contrived to light a fire, and broil- 
ed my birds. 

Though this Employed me two hours, it 
did not prevent my making melancholy re- 
fledlions. How tedioufly do the minutes pafe 
in fuch fituations ! . At length, when I found it 
was five o'clock by my watch, and faw my- 
felf obliged to fpend the night there, cxpofed 
to the attacks of wild beafts, I began to employ 
•what day-light remained in colleaing all the 
brufhwood round, to keep up a fire during the 
night. 

This precaution was unneceflary. The mo- 
. ment when I moft defpaired of fuccour, I fan-r 
cied I heard at a diftance the report of guns, 
I need not exprefs the joy I felt at this figria]. 
I anfwered by firing both the barrels o.f my 
piece. In fad it was made by fome of my 

people, 
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people, among^ whom was Bernfry, who had 
come in fcarch of me. In a fliort time I 
heard their voices ; they were not long befoire 
they joined me, and 1 fet off with them to* 
wards ray camp. 

We had yet time to travel two leagues be- 
fore night, and then we encamped upder 
fome aloes, which we found in our way. 
Scarcely had we kindled our fires, when we 
perceived others on the mountain, Thefe my 
people afcribed to the Boflimen; and they fear- 
ed that ours, ,by betraying us, would expofe us 
to the attack' of thefe formidable neighbours. 
But w? were ftrong enough to have nothing 
to apprehend, and betook ourfelves to reft with 
tranquillity. 

The next day I was joined by my whole 
caravan. I faw five more giraffe^, to which 
we gave chace ; but they employed fo many 
wiles, that, after we had hunted them the whole 
day, they efcaped us through the favour of the 
night. 

I was grieved at this bad fuccefs ; but what^ 
afflided me moft was, that I was on*the point 
of being whdiy deftitute of provifion, having 
iix-and-twenty mouths to fupply, I had but 

a few 
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a few pounds of the flefh of the hippopotamus 
left: I had juft loft two days in ufelefs endea- 
^vours to procure food ; and I had rcafon to 
fear, that thofe which followed would not be 
more fortunate^ I then regretted my refufaj 
of the ox offered by the Nimiqua chief: for, 
if fortune fliould not favour me in the chace 
next day, I fliould be obliged to kill one 
of ray own. Luckily I was fuccefsful ; and 
the next day, which was the tenth of Novem- 
ber, was one of the happieft of my life, the 
nioft valuable in my travels,, and that which 
I. recall to mind with the greateft fati^facr 
tion, 

I commenced my chace atfun-rife, in hopes 
of finding fome kind of game to furnifh us 
with food. After walking fonjc hours, on 
turning a hill w^ perceived feven giraffes, which 
my dogs, inftantly attacked. Six took flight 
together; the feventh, intercepted by my dogs, 
fled a different way. 

Bernfry was on foot, holding his horfe by 
the bridle. In the twinkling of an eye he 
was in the faddle, and fet off in purfuit of the 
fix, I followed the other full fpeed; but, in fpite 
oi the exertions of my horfe, the giraffe fo far 

outftripped 
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outftripped me, that on turning a little hill he 
'was out of fight, and I gave up the purfuiu 

My dogs, however, foon came up Mrith him j 
lb that he was obliged to ftop to defend him- 
ielf. From the place where I was I heard them 
bark with all their ftrength ; the found ap- 
peared to me to continue at the fame fpot } 
whence I concluded, that they had the animal 
at bay, and I fpurred my horfe inftantly to* 
wards them. 

I had fcarce turned the hillock, when I per* 
ceived him furrounded by the dogs, and en^ 
deavouring by forcible kicks to drive them 
off. I had only the trouble to aligrit, and 
brought him to the ground with a fmgle (hot. 

Delighted with my vi<9:ory, 1 returned to 
call my peopje, that the animal might be &in- 
ned and cut to pieces. While L was looking 
for them^ I faw Klaas Bafter, who with eager* 
nefs made figns to me, which at firft I did not 
uriderftand? ^ Looking, however, towards the 
fpot to which he pointed, I perceived with 
furprife a giraffe (landing under a large ebony 
tree, and affailed by my dogs. Suppofing it 
to be another, I ran towards it ; but it was the 
, an^ I had juft before fhot| which had in reality 
3 ^ recovered 
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recovered its feet ; but the moment I was pre- 
paring to fire at it a fecond time, it dropped 
down dead. 

Who would believe that fuch a conqueft 
fliould excite tranfports in my mind bordering 
on madnefs? Troubles, fatigues, preffing wants, 
uncertainty of the future, and fometimes dif-» 
guft of the paft, difappeared together : all fled 
at the fight of this new prize. I could not 
fatisfy my eyes with contemplating it. I mea- 
fared it$ immenfe height. My eyes turned 
with aftoniftiment from the animal deftroyed to 
the inftrument of deftrudlion. I called and 
called again my people one after another : and 
though any ©ne of them could have done as 
much, though we had killed animals of greater 
bulk, and much more dangerous, I was the 
firft to kill this ; with this I was about to en- 
rich natural hiftory ; I was about to deftroy 
romance, and eftablifh a truth in my turn. 

All my people ran up, and congratulated me 
on my exploit. Bernfry alone remained be- 
hind* In vain did I urge him on with my 
voice and actions. He had fallen from his 
horfe, bruifed his ftioulder, and walked flowly, 
leading his beaft by the bridle. When he 

came 
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came near he told me of his fall. I, without 
attending to what he faid, without confidering 
that he might want help, fpoke to him of my 
"Vidtory. He pointed to his Ihoulder : I pointed 
to my giraffe. I was fo intoxicated with joy, 
that I Ihould fcarcely have thought of wounds 
of my own. 

I have already given fome account of the 
manners and inftind of the giraffe, and I fhall 
fay fomething more. I have brought a fkia 
into Europe ; and if the apartments occupied 
by an individual were not too low for the 
height of ;fuch an animal, I would have 
fluffed this fkin, fo as to exhibit to the cu- 
rious a faithful reprefentation of it in its 
natural ftate. 

It remains for me to recite the precautions 
I took in flaying it, to preferve its coat as en- 
tire and uninjured as poflible. The account 
may be ufeful to other travellers^ who, propo- 
llng like me to traverfe the country of girafies, 
may defire like me to bring away their fpoils. 
The curious who have feen the one in my pof- 
felfion, which, though it has been hpng up 
earclefsly in my cabinet for feven years, aflo- 
nifhcd them by being fo frefh and entire^ have 
afked me many ^ueftions on the fubjcd* The 

particulars 
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particular I am going to give will anfWcr all 
thefe queftions at once j and the account of 
the procefs will be received with more pleafure^ 
as it is applicable to any other animal as well 
as the giraffe. 

My firft care, when I had killed this animal^ 
was to take all its dimenfions with great accu- 
racy, and then to make a drawing of it, re- 
ducing my defign by an appropriate fcale to 
the proper meafures. While I wais doing this, 
xny people were employed in fupporting the 
different parts as I drew them. 

To fay the truth, this operation appeared to 
them long. Dying with hunger (for they as 
well as myfelf had eaten nothing for fix -and- 
thirty hours), they fighed for the moment when 
it would be finiflhed, that they might feaft on 
the animal. Already, that they might difle(3: 
it more quickly, feveral of them were whetting 
their knives on the ftones. But, as it was my 
intention to preferve the fkin, I meant to take 
it off myfelf, and not leave it to them to hack 
and cut to pieces. In vain did they requeft 
me to give it up, affuring me, that I fliould 
find plenty of others : but I was not to be 
duped by this language prompted by hunger j 
aad I fell to work immediately* 

Firft, 
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FIrft, I divided the fkin on the Idwer part 
of the body, from the anus to the lower lip* 
The Up I did not touch ; becaufe that part, 
being of a fofter texture than the reft, woulcl 
flirink more in drying if it were divided, which 
would disfigure the animal, if at any time ah 
attempt fhould be made to give it its natural 
form. After this incifion, I made four others, 
orie on the infide of each leg, afcending from 
the hoof to the belly, and terminating inthefirft. 

This previous operation being performed, 
nothing remained but to flay the animal j on 
which bulinefs I employed fome of my people 
wUh their Iharpened knives. I took care, how- 
ever, that the head and hoofs fhould remain 
annexed to the fkin. .This part of the bufmefs 
alfo I took upon myfelf, feparating the head 
from the fpine at the upper joint of the neck, 
and the hoofs from the bones of the leg. While 
I was at work, my Nimiquas went to cut wood, 
and kindled a fire for our culinary operations. 
As they were fetching wood, they found a 
fpring, to which I ordered the fkin to be con- 
veyed, that it might be cleaned of the blood. 
and other filth ; and then relinquifhed the body 
of the animal to my hungry companions.' 

Klaa^, 
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Klaas, ever attfentive, ever thinking on me, 
cut oflf a few dices which he brought lo 
me. when broiUfd, and I found them ex- 
tellent. He alfo laid the fhin-bones on the 
fire. Their marrow, as white and firm as the 
fat of mutton, was truly delicious. I had never 
fcen any fo fine, and mpch regretted that 1 had 
no bread to make a toad. I melted a certain 
quantity, however, with which I • filled the 
giraffe's bladder, and which afterwards ferved 
me a long time to drefs flices of the flefh. 

After dinner I refumed my work. KIaa8 
had levelled and cleaned a piece of ground 
about twenty feet fqiiare. On this I caufed 
the fkin to be flretched out, and confined its 
edges with large ftones. 

The planters in th§fe cafes ufe wooden pegs, 
which they thruft throiigh the Ikin to keep it 
forcibly ftretched ; but this is a faulty method ; 
for the fkin dries with an uneven edge, and, 
when it is wanted for ufe, the appendages thus 
cccafioned remain, even after the fkin has been 
wetted with water ; for what has been dis- 
tended with too much violence will never after 
recover its proper tone. However dexterous 
the naturalift may be, he cannot reinedy thefe 
1 infu-- 
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Infuperable dijEcqlti^s when he attempts to put 
the Ikin into form ; and the ftufFed figure thus 
made, which he plaqes in his cabinet, very- 
little refembles the animal it is intended to re- 
prefent. 

I had now to dry the Ikin of my giraffe, re- 
move its greafe, and deftroy every fermenta- 
tive caufe capable of rotting or damaging it. 
With this defign I dire£led large fires to be 
made, that 1 might have plenty of afhes* Thefe 
aQies I ftrewed over the Ikin, taking care that 
they covered it equally and completely. In 
this ftate it remained a whole night,; and, for 
fear^fbme hyaena fhould come in the dark and 
devour part of it, I pitched my tent clofe to 
my treafure. ' 

The difledion of the head and hoofs em- 
ployed me all the next d^y, becaufe I would 
receive no affiftance but that of Klaas. The 
hoofs gave me little trouble j but with the head 
it was othierwif?. With regard to the latter, 
we firft began by Vaifing the Ikin of the cheeks 
and jaws, and removing the flefh underneath, 
the place of which we fupplied by wadding, 
to reftbre and preferve the fhape. The eyes 
were treated in much the fame way. After 

VoLt II. T having 
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haring taken out the ball of the cye/anci dried 
its orbit with hot afhes, I filled the cavity with 
witdding to fupport the eyelids. 

The moft difficuk operation was the extrac- 
tion of the brain, which in the giraffe is of 
confiderable bulk ; and this perplexed me 
much, as I was unwilling to admit either frac- 
ture or incifion in the ffcull. At length the 
idea fuggefted itfelf to me of fucking it up as 
It were by degrees. This we accomplifhed, by 
means of a wire which I armed at the point with 
a tuft of hairs taken from the kroflfes of my 
Hottentots, and which, thus converted into a 
brulh, was introduced into the bony receptacle 
of tlxe brain. When the fkilll was erhptied, I 
filled it with hot afhes. The forepart of the 
head, from the noflrils to thofe bony excref- 
cerjces I have etfewhefe mentioned, which form 
a kind of horns for the animal^ required no- 
thing to be done to it, fince it was not fl'efliy j 
lb that it wanted only drying. 

From time to time I renewed the aflieson 
the fkin : I even kept up large fires fot fevcral 
days following, merely for the fake of the 
afhes. Thefe operated at once by the joint 
action of tl^^eir deficcative and alkaTirie pro^' 

pertiesy 
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ptrties, and fucceeded with me perfedly, a$ 
may be feen in my cabinet. 

I cannot fay fo much for the common fait, 
which the planters ufe onfimilar occafions. In 
my opinion^ to fait a (kin is to fpoil it : and 
this I have feen confirmed among them by 
experience. Befide that fait does not pre- 
vent certain infcdts from coming to depofit 
their eggs in them^ and injming the hair ; it 
preferves a certain degree of humidity, and 
confequently a germ of deftrudion, which 
never fails to take efie£t during the pailage by 
fea, or if it remain long on board a veifel. 

Before I brought the Ikin of a girafic into 
Europe, one had arrived in Holland ; but, hav- * 
ing been put into fait, it was fpoilt j as indeed 
it was before it left the Cape. 

With refpcS to the fkcleton of this animal, 
which makes part of the colledlion at the 
Hague, a writer, who is no naturalift, fays, in 
the Journai de Paris ^ May 26, 1788, that he 
fawr there a Ikin entire, with the fkeleton of 
the beautiful quadruped to which it belpnged. 
The Ikdeton indeed exifts : but, the Ikin be^ 
ing fpoilt, a fpecimen or fample of it only 
is comtnonly fliewn to the curious. I have 
T 2 . no 
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no doubt but the author J feeing it thus, judged 
of the whole by the part fhewa to him. 

I feveral times examined this beautiful Ikele- 
ton, on my return from Aftiea, as well as the re- 
mainsof the pretended fkin, which I can venture 
to affirm is compofed of different parts, moft of 
which are fo fpoilt, that it wouW be impofiible 
to cover the animal again with it. If Vofmaer, 
the fuperintendant of the coUedion, has writ- 
ten on the giraffe, affuredly it was not in con- 
fequence of the knowledge he obtained from 
this ihapelefs ikin, but from books or converfa- 
tion with perfons v^ ell informed. As a proof 
of my aflertion, I may appeal to the firft en- 
graving which he publilhed of this animal, 
which he aftervyards corredted from what I faid 
on my return, and from my drawings which be 
faw. 

The giraffe chews the cud, as all horned 
animals with cloven feet ufually do. Like 
them, too, it crpps the grafs ; though feldomr, 
becaufe pafture is fcaree in the country it in- 
,habit§. Its ordinary food is the leaf of a fort 
of mimofa, called by the natives kanaap^ and 
by the planters kameUdoorn. The tree being 
peculiar to the canton, and growing only there, 

thi» 
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-this may be the reafon why it takes up Its 
abode in it, and why it is not feen in thofe 
regions of the fouth of Africa where the 
tree does not grow, . This, however, is but a 
vague conjecture, and which the reports of the 
ancients feem to contradidl. 

Its head is unqueftionably the moft beau- 
tiful part of its body. Its mouth is fmall : it« 
eyes large and animated. Between the ey^s, 
and above the nofe, it has a veay diftindl and 
prominent tubercle. This is not a flefhy ex- 
crefcence, bifct an enlargement of the bony part, 
<he fame as the two little bofles, or protube- 
rances, with which its occiput is armed, and 
.^which rife a« large as a hen's egg, one on each 
iide of the mane at its commencement. Its 
tongue is rough, and terminates in a point. 
Each jaw has fix^ grinders on each fide ; but 
the lower jaw only ha^ eight cutting teef h in 
.front, while the upper jaw has none. 
- The hoof is< cloven, has no heel, and much 
refemblcs that of the ox. It may be obferved, 
however, at the ftrft fight, that the hoof of the 
fore-foot is larger than that of the hind-foot. 
The leg is very flender : but the knee is fwclled 
T3 like 
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like that of a ftiimblmg horfc \c6uronnf[^ bo- 
caufe the animal kneels down to ileep. It has 
alfo a large callofity in the middle of the 
fternum, owing to its ufually repofing on it. 

If I had never killed a giraffe, I fliould have 
thought, with many other naturalifts, that its 
hind-legs were much fhorter than the fore 
ones* This is a miftake: they bear the 
fame proportion to each other as is ufu^al 
in quadrupeds. I fay the fame proportioa 
as is ufual, b^^aufe in this refpe<3: there arc 
variations, even in animals of the fame 
fpecies. Every one knows, for inftance, that 
mares are lower before than ftallions. What 
deceives us in the giraffe, and occafions this 
apparent difference between the legs, i« the 
height of the withers, which may exceed that 
of the crupper from fixteen to twenty iiurhes, 
according to the age of the animal ; and which, 
when it is feen at a diftance in motion, gives 
the appearance of much greater length Xt> the 
fore- legs. 

If the giraffe fland ftill, and you view it in 
front, the effedt is very different. As the fore- 
part of its body is much larger than the hind* 
2 part, 
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part, it completely conceate the latter; fo that 
the animal refembles the flandiag trunk of a 
dead tree. 

Its gait, when it walks, i« neither, awkward 
nor nnpleafing; but it is ridiculous enough 
when it trots ; for you would then take it for 
a limping hcsdk, feeing its head, perched at 
the extremity of a long neck which never 
bends, fwayiiig backwards and foarwards, the 
neck and head playing in one piece between 
the fhoulders as on an ^xis. However, as tb« 
lengih oi th? neck exceeds th^t of the legs at 
leaft four inches, it is evident that, tlxe lengtlj 
of the head too taken into the account, it can 
feed on graft ^irithout difficulty j and pf courfe 
is not obliged either to kneel down, or lo 
ftraddle with its feet, as fpme authors have 
alTerted^ 

Its mode of defence, like that of the horfe 
and other foliduqgulous animals, confifls in 
kicking with the heels. But it^ hind parts 
are fo light, and its jerks fo quick, that the 
eye cannot count them. They are even fuf- 
ficient to defend it againft the lion, though 
they are unable to proted it from the impe- 
IHOUS attack of the tjger. 

T4 Its 
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Its horns are never employed in fight. I 
did not perceive it ufe them even againft my 
dogs; and thefe weak and ufelefs weapons 
would feem but an error of Nature, if Nature 
could ever commit error, or fail in her de- 
figns. 

It is a pretty conftant rule among animals 
in general, that males when young refemble 
females, and have nothing to make them dif- 
tinguifhed. This refemblance in youth is not 
peculiar to many fpecies of quadrupeds, aslfhall 
hereafter fhow, but is found in numbers of 
birds, both of thofe in which the two fexes dif-^ 
fer moft in the perfeft ftate, and of thofe which 
change their colour in the diflferent feafons of 
the year. Among thefe there is a fixed period, 
when the male quits his brilliant plumage for 
the modeft garb of the female ; and hence the 
frequent miftakes of certain naturalifts, w^ho in 
their cabinets bring together animals of dif- 
ferent fpecies, or feparate others of the fame, 
in contradidion to nature, with which they are 
little acquainted. 

The male and female giraffe refemble each 

other in external appearance while yoiing. 

. Their obtufe horns terminate in a bundle of 

long 
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Jong hair$, which the -male lofes at the 'age of 
three years j biit the fernale retains it to a later 
period. ' . '; 

It is the fame with the coat, which, a bright 
forrel at firft, gradually becomes deeper as the 
animal grows up, and ends at length in a bay^ 
brown in the female, and in a dark-brown ap- 
proaching to black in the male. A proof of 
what I advance may be feen in the cabinet of 
naturaU hiftory at Leyden, where there is a 
young giraffe about feven feet high, which 
was fent by governor Tulbach to profeffor 
Allamant, who had it ftufifed with great care. 
From this difference of colour in giraffes of 
A certain age, the males may be diftinguilhed 
from the females at fome diflance. In both, 
however, the coat differs as well in the form as 
in the arrangement of the fpots ; and I mufl re- 
mark, that the female when very old acquires 
the^decp colour of the male. 

The female is alfo diftinguifhable when near 
by being lefs tall, and having the knob, on the 
forehead lefs prominent and confpicuous. Like 
the cow, fhe has four teats or dugs ; and, if £ 
may truft to the teftimony of the favages, fhc 
goes twelve months with young, and has never 
3 more 
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more than one at a time. As the plate in my 
former volumes reprefenting the male giraffe 
•was faulty, becaufe the head was badly exc^ 
cuted, the reader will not be difpleafed to find 
here a mQre accurate reprefentation of the part 
in queftion on a larger fcale. 

Five leagues from us toward the weft was a 
horde of Caminouquas^ who, no doubt in- 
formed of our prefence by my fires, came to 
pay me a vifit, and give my party leffons of 
economy. They fell upon what remaizied of 
the giraffe, like fo many famiihed peoplet ainl 
carefully picked up the bones. Even thofe 
which my people had thrown away, after eating 
the marrow, they turned to account Having 
broken them to pieces, they borrowed my 
kettle to boil them, and extraded from them 
an incredible quantity of fat, which they coU 
Jeftcd with great joy. 

During the nine days I remained here, they 
were continually travelling from their kraal to 
my camp, inceflantly coming and going, like 
careful ants, and always carrying away fome 
provifion. 

I furnifhed them plentifully with feveral 
forts of antelopes, without giving myfelf any 

tsoul)le. 
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trouble* Every day, about four in the 1 
noon, they came regularly in flocks to ; 
at the fpriog ; fo that, by placing myf 
ambufcade, I killed as many as I pi ; 
Three quarters of a league farther on ^ 
hill, which I called my larder. Every i i 
ing at fun-rife it was fo covered with gi i 
that I could kiil more at a iingle ihot than i 
ncceffary for our confumption* Thus, ; 
having long experienced the horrors of fai i 
we fuddenly found ourfelves in extreme pi i 
and I could feed my neighbours with ou 
perfliuty, without inconvenience. 

I fomctimes extended my walks and 
hunts as far as their kraal, with intentic 
ftudy their manners, and become acqua i 
with them. But they have nothing to d: I 
guifh them from the Greater Nimiquas. 
weapons^ manners, cuftoms^ drefs, langi 
and conftrudion of their huts, both are ex^ » 
alike* 

Befide fpring-bock antelopes and grou 
fiiequently found buffaloes to afford me fj: 
At firft the giraffes continued to appeal 
herds of feven or eight ; but thefe timid 
mals were foon alarmed by our continual 
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ing ; fo that they quitted the canton, and ap* 
peared no more.^ I then rejoiced that I did 
not yield to the inftances of my people, when, 
urged by hunger, they entreated me to give up 
<o them the giraffe I had killed. The zebras 
abounded in herds; and I avenged myfelf"on 
them for the flight of the giraffes. I would 
willingly have taken vengeance on two rhiao- 
cerofes alfo, a male and female, which I had 
an opportunity of feeing o»c day : but they 
went too far, and we could not overtake them; 
I refrained from attacking the elephants for 
another reafon, thdugh I had frequent oppor- 
tunities. The profit of their teeth would have 
tempted me ; but, as I had only beafts of bur- 
den, w^ithoiit any waggon, I was afraid of 
adding too great a weight to that ofthe giraffe. 
For thefe, howjever, 1 indemnified myfelf by 
a collection, much more eafy to carry, of 
bftrich feathers, while I fed on the eggs of 
thofe birds, on which I had often delicious 
fuppers. 

The canton being new to me, I could not 
fail of finding fomething to add to my collec- 
tions. I there faw the commencenicnt of the 
paffagc of the great and little bee-eaters. The 

former 
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former fpecies of thefe birds is common 
Cape, and even in the Ibuthern provir 
Fratice. The latter has a peculiar diftin 
ing chara£teriftic, which is a tail aim I 
forked as that of a fparrow ; while all the I 
known fpecies of bee-eaters have the U 
neiform^ the two middle feathers being : 
fiderably longer than- the reft. 

The Nimiquas call this beautiful bird 1 
name of tawa (gall), on account of th 
green which is its'principal colour. This I 
ing hue is fet off by a yellow throat, tern 
^g in a* ring of ultramarine. 

I bought of my neighbours, the Cam : 
quas, the fkin of a wild cat, which has a 
charaders of th^ lynx. I had afterward 
portunities of killing feveral. This anima 
a very deep forrel colour; but the ears are 1 
and tipped with a brufh of hair of the fan : 
- lour. It is a new fpecies, that,- as far a; 
knowledge extends, has not yet been defci 

My excurfions were frequent, but fl 
and every day I returned at a certain he 
affift at the renewal of the afhes on my gir i 
fkin. The acquifition was fo important, 
I would hot allow this operation to be 

foi 
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formed in my abfence* After nine dayt o£ 
this warm tanning, perceiving that the ikia, 
though not yet fo dry as was neceflary for its 
prefervation, would be incapable of having 
any thing done to it if it w^re drier, I directed 
it to be folded in four, and tied with thongs^ 
with the head and feet uppermoft. In this 
ftate it formed a bundle fix feet fquare by three 
feet and a half thick. 

The difficulty of taking fuch a burden with 
me through the whole of my journey fuggefted 
to me the idea of leaving it in truft with my 
good neighbours the Ca^minouquas, and tal>^ 
ing it from them' on my return. But I re- 
colleded that my plan was to traverfe . the 
whole continent of Africa, and then I fhpuld 
never return ; andj if I were obliged to return 
unfuccefsful, was it probable that it would be 
exadly by the fame route ? Befides, I wiflied 
to leave it behind me, ind yet to have it con* 
ftantly under my eyes* I was too much at- 
tached to this precious treafure to prevail on 
myfelf to abandon it. 

On the other hand, I had reafon to fear that 
the fkin would fpoil for want of care during 
my abfeace ; and I was convinced how d'if-* 

ficult 
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ficult it would be to procure another, if I loft 
that which chance had fo fortunately put into 
my hands* The very pains I had taken in 
curing it gave it, to my apprehenfion, an ad- 
ditional value. In fine, there was nothing I 
had fo much at heart as to keep it in my own 
poffeffion J and the following was the method 
I adopted. 

Refleding on the ground I had travelled 
€)ver,and the courfe I had taken, I imagined I- 
could not be more than eighteen or twenty 
leagues from my camp on Orange River, and 
confequently I could reach it in four days by 
travelling ftraight thither. 

It is true, 1 had aecompliflied but one of the 
two motives of my little excurfion : it was not 
fufficient to have become acquaiilted with the 
giraffe j I had ftill to purchafe oxen for my 
waggons; but the country was too barren, 
jind the Caminouquas too wretched, to afford 
me any fupply* I purpofed, therefore^ to make 
another Wandering excurfion among the neigh- 
bouring countries, which, perhaps, might be 
iilore fortunate; and in the mean time I 
thought only of putting mj giraffe in a place 
of fecurity. 

My 
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My greateft diflSculty was to contrive a mode 
of carrying it away* Without a waggon, or 
even the poffibility of getting one to the place 
where we were, I had nothing for this expe- 
dition except my Oxen : and, not to mention 
the delays and inconvenience we muft expe- 
rience on our journey from fuch a bulky pack^ 
its vaft weight was too much for the ftrength 
of a common ox, and the animal muft have 
funk under it. It occurred to me, therefore, 
to hire the two ftrongeft oxen belonging to 
the horde, and to conftrud a litter, which 
being fitted to their flioulders, and obliging 
them to gp fide by fide, might divide the bur- 
den between them. When the machine was 
finijfhed, T tried it ; and it anfwered the pur- 
pofe perfectly, to the great aftonifliment of the 
Caminouquas, who had never feen any thing 
of the kind before ; and, on my departure, all 
the horde ran out to admire it. In the eyes 
of a favage, the moft fimple invention'is con- 
fidered as almoft a prodigy. What pre-emi- 
nence over tbem do we derive from induftry 
improved by pradice ! But on the' other hand, 
what fuperiority have they over us, in Being 
able to do without the advantages it procures ! 

On 
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On* the fecond .day I arrived at Lion-River^ 
\vhicli we cfoflfed it the place where we had 
paffcd it before : and, towards the evening 
of the ifoiirth, agreeably to my calculation, we 
were in fight of my camp on the oppofite 
bank 6F Orange-River. , 

Having fire'd Our guns to inform our people 
of Dxirarrival^ they all pafled the river by fwim- 
tningi 21^^ came to me. Swanepotl alone re- 
mained in the cairip, greatly perplexed about 
the litter, and the two oxeri yoked together 
without any wheel carriage, which he faw; 
with nie. The increafing datknefs, h6vveve4 
prevented me from venturing lo pafs th6 river 
on the raft ; and I fpent the night where I 
was, not returning to the camp till the next 
day. 

The firft of niy employments, bn my arrival. 
Was to pttt my giraffe in water to foften it, atid 
to clean it from the aflies with which it was 
incrufted. I then fcraped it, removed all the 
ficfliy fibres, and did, iri fhbrt, what a tanner 
would havie done. 

To reduce it to a proper ftate for keeping, 

all that was now necelTafy was to impregnate 

lit with fome ftyptic or aflringent juice j and for 

Vol/U. U tl^it 
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this purpofe, having no oak-^batk, L employed 
a ftrong lixivium of alhes and tobacco, in which 
were diflblved a little alum, four ounces of 
camphor, and a pound of foap. 

As r could not apply my lixivium effedually, 
unlefs the fkin were in a horizontal fituation, I 
cre£led for this purpofe a ftrong frame of crofs 
bars in form of a fcafFold, with ronfiderahle ir- 
terftice?,' refting on forked' ^^^ , ''i • 
was ftretched over this, wit • itn. r 
moft ; and, in this pofition, the lixivium was 
poured over it, while underneath it was wetted 
with pieces of linen dipped in the liquor. 
After this, I covered it with mats, to prevent 
the rays of the/un from changing the colours 
of the hair ; and in that ftate I let it dry. It 
will hereafter be feen, that it remained thus a 
long time. 

My return was a day of rejoicing to my 
Hottentots ; but the motive of their gladnefs 
was to me a caufe of vexation. It taught rac 
the true charader of thefe indolent lazy Hot- 
tentots of the colony, of whom I had hitherto 
entertained too favouiiable an opinion, and 
who, though perhaps they ^* may l^e ferviceable 
as long as you remain within the colony, be- 
come 



Digitized by 



Google 




Digitized 



by Google 



■"^ ''■ 



Digitized by 



Google 



j'ljr. 




lORDER OF OBANG 



Digitized by 



Google 



-i 



c.w voi-K..; 



.)' ' T T'^'^ ' 



RICA, 

»urden when 
^ where ^an 

themfelves 

\er with my 

return^ to^h 

latlve indo 

fatigue. 

in my tho 

incJlinatior 

er. Duri 

>een abfer 

cept elev< 

[haufted 

icovery. 

had reti 

Tiy gira 

hout d 



las, or 



I mig 

•eturn 

fubje 

re ala: 

Ibeen 

LS coi 



I 



Digitized 



by Google 



2>a THAVJCLS IN 

only to fee me and pay me a vifit. His faed 
proclaimred himf fourfcore j but his features 
wer« fo ftrongly marked with villany, that it 
was not neceflary to know his namie to con- 
ceive of him the opinion he deferved. It was 
Matthew Moodel, the intimate friend of Berur 
fry, and one of thofe fugitives profcribed by* 
the colony and by the planters, for the atrocity 
of their eondudt, and the blaeknefs of their 
crimes, , 
' I could not avoid being unealj at the 

. meeting of thefe two men ; which I confidered 
as a misfortune a thoufand times worfe fof me 
than the neighbourhood of lions, tigers, or all 
the monfters of Africa. Was it not pofjiblc, 
after all, that two fuch men had leagued toge- • 
iher, to come and aflaffinate me, and feize my 

. arms and ammunition ? Such a fchcme was 
worthy of them ; and the diftance of the deferts 
they inhabited would fecure them from punilh- 
ment. 

1 What would have been my fears, had I then 
known, what I did not learn till afterwards, 
that fucH was in reality their trade ; and that 
they were both conne£ted with the Bollimen, 
ID whom they gave information that enabled 
B them 
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them to come and plunder the Niml(ju^ 
then fliared their booty ? 

Swanepoel, it is true, had informed m i 
during my abfence, fome Boihmen ha( 
to the camp, under the pretence of afkir 
for tobacco. This mode of ading tl 
ought of itfelf to have opened my eyes, 
though the two villains appeared to me c 
of any crime, whether it were thought] 
or confidence in my little army, it nevei 
into my head to fufpedl: them of this : a i 
to the vifit ojF the Bofhmen, it appeared 
to have little alarming in it : for thefe r 
never attack unlefsthey are fure of their 
and there is nothing in the world they 
fo much as fire-arms. ' - 

I had found many other ftrange faces, c 
arrival, bcfide Moodel's. They were w 
whom my Hottentots had Invited, and \ 
I waS obliged to feed, for the pleafure of 
gentlemen. Each had his lafs; or, n 
there were enough to enable them to cl 
when they thought proper : and many 
lowing the example pf Bernfry, had ev< 
many as three. This diforderlinefs had i 
rally produced more. An extreme negk 
U3 
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duty enfued. Nothing was attended to pro- 
perly ; and the want of fubordination was be- 
come fo general, that, to cut the evil to the 
quick, I fet about pronouncing as many di- 
vorces as there had been marriages, and fend- 
ing away all thefe Hottentot ladies without 
exception. 

Such a fevere injundion could not fail to be 
difpleafing to idle fellows, who had no employ 
but to divert theiiifelves, and to whom I an- 
nounced the fatigues of a new journey. Moll 
of them murmured loudly; an.d complained, 
that, after I had been three months leading 
them through horrible countries, I intended to 
condud them to others perhaps ftiU more de- 
folate arid dangerous. The fight of the wo- 
itien whom they were to quit added to their 
difcontent ; till at length it rofe to fuch ^ a 
height, that Klaas entered my tent to inform 
me, that, if ' I did not prevent an infurredion 
by revoking my order, I fhould run the hazard 
of finding myfelf alone the next day with him 
and Swanepoel, as all the reft were already 
preparing to depart with their miftreffes. 
- In any other fituation, fuch an account would 
have led me to ferious refledions: in the pre- 

lent| 
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fcnt, It only irritated me. I faw i 
nothing but rjebelUouS fervants ; a 
was fo heated with their murmurs 
. ing haftily out of my tent, I : 
order for the departure of the wo 
adding, that they who preferred 
might depart with them, as I W2 
defirous of their fervice^ and fl 
where to find and how to punifh 
I thought proper. 

The firm tone with which I 
threat having fupprefled their m 
produced a deep filence, I endeavc 
myfelf of this fudden impreflion, I 
authority in iffuing an order of a d 
Two of my goats and a fhecp had 
the evening before; and the p 
Swanepoel had lent in fearch of t 
turned without finding them. I c 
to be fought fdr anew : but no o 
to obey the injundion, I iffuec 
cogim^nd for the purpofe to the p 
me.^ This was a Hottentot, namec 
had accompanied me in my for 
and who. had continued in my kv 
U4 
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fore arid after the commencement of my ft;-* 
cond, as a keeper of my oxen. 

Adam, at the time, was fitting on his bundle, 
and ready to depart. Without rifing, he im-^ 
pertinently anfwered, that, .being no more a 
conjuror than his comrades, and poflefling no 
better than they the talent of finding what Was 
loft, r might have ipared myfelf the trouble of 
fending him after the animals, as he fhould not 
go. This refiftance to my orders inflamed me 
with rage. I gave him a kick on the ftomach, 
which laid him on the ground j and, cocking 
one of the piftok that hung at my belt, 1 bade 
him take to his heels, or I would blow out his 
brains. 

He fnatched up his packet, and ran off with 
all fpeed : hut he had fcarcely gonethirty fteps^ 
a'nd out of reach of my piflol, when he flop- 
ped flriort and uttered fome e^;preffions, which, 
indeed, I could not underftand ; though, to 
judge from his attitude and geftures, they were 
threats. I then took my fufee, and fent after 
him both balls in fucceffion ; not with an in- 
tention to hit him, but to intimidate thpfe who 
might be inclined to follow his e;cample and 

rqbel. 
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febeh Ten-pr inftantly diflfufed itfelf throughT 
out my whole camp; and the culprit fled 09 
faft as he was able, running a^ though th^* 
wind had driven him along, fp that he wa» 
out of light in an. inflant. 

This adion haftened the mompnt ofate- 

"vclution, which might become general; and! 

had itnmediately after reafon to apprehend this^ 

when I faw them all fet off their own way, 

pid difperfe themfelves over the country* 

Hovrever, I w^as miftaken. The example of 

feverity they had witnefled intimidated them. 

Klaas aflured me, that they were going ia 

fearch of the loft animals : and, in fadt, whea 

they returned in the evening without haying 

found them, he came to inform me, that they 

were all very nneafy about the confequences 

of my anger, and -feared I ftiould afcribe the 

inefEeacy of their fearch to negligence and itt- 

ivill. 

Their return but little affeded me;,asl fhould 
have feeu them depart with the greateft calto- 
. nefs. Certafh that Klaas and Swanepoel would 
never defert me, certain of having made my- 
felf friends among the favages I had juft 
yifittd, I was perfuaded I could continue my 

journey, 
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journey, and fliould find, either among the Ni* 
miquas or in the Caminoijqua horde, new com- 
panions, who would take pleafure in entering 
into my fervice, or at leaft affift me in finding 
an efcort from horde to horde. 

Thefe new companions would have been 
unqueftionably more ufeful- and lefs expen- 
five than the indolent race of Hottentots ; who, 
fLs I h^ve already faid, are good only in the 
colony, and have no notion of being fervice- 
able any longer than while they have plenty of 
tobacco, brandy, and fat. In my rage, I had 
even given them leave to quit me ; and I 
would have fent them off as they deferved, 
without allowing them to return, had I 
been able to forefee that, on continuing' ray 
journey, I fhould meet with a warlike, inde- 
fatigable, adive, induftrious, fpber nation, 
compofed of men fit to affift me in the bold 
enterprife I had formed, and enable me to 
furmount the difficulties of every kind tliat 
awaited me. 

I became acquainted with thts. privileged 
race of beings, worthy of contributing to the 
fuccefs of an African journey, too^ late for my 
advantage. Fortune, it is true, has appeared 

fome- 
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fometltties to favour my audacity : but 
much more frequently thwarted me ; a 
erroneous calculations of a firft atternpt ; 
it but too well, in deftroying the hopes 
from time to time it feemed to offer, like 
of light breaking through clouds heaj 
clouds. 

The rifmg of my people was, like all 
popular commotions, violent, yet fhort 
night completely calmed it. When I a^^ 
found every one quiet and fubmiffive ; ai 
confidant informed me, that they inteni 
Gome and afk my pardon for what had ] 
' and entreat me not to fend away the wc 

Experience had long before taught n 
danger of attacking certain abufes, of 
this was one, too abruptly. I had coihi 
a fault in not oppafing it at the outfet, 
Klaas Bafter and fome of his comrade 
borrowed the wives of Bernfry, At that 
it would have been eafy for me to have 
ped an evil, of which a few only wereg 
but now that all were implicated in it, I th 
it more prudent to tolerate it, and accorc 
iionfented that the women fhould remai 
- was careful, however, to add this condi 

4 
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that, if any one failed the leaft in the m oft 
fcrupulous performance of his duty, I would . 
inftantly turn that man's miftrefs away. 

My refledigns on the events that h^d occur- 
red rendering me melancholy, I took a walk 
on the banks of the river to diffipate them; and 
pear the camp I found, what liad been fought - 
at a diftance around, my three ftrayed animals, 
The fheep had been devoured by a tiger, and a. 
few fragments of it oijly remained. Following 
the traces of this b^^ft of P^^y* I perceived, a 
little farther on, a bufh, the branches of which 
were Ihaken within, as if fome animal were 
lurking in it. I fufpeded the movement was 
occafioned by the tiger, and that he lay con^ 
coaled there to return at night s^ndi finilh hi§ 
prey. 

In confequence of this idea^ I loaded my 
fufee with two balls ; and, difcharging one bar- 
rel through the bufli, I advanced with caution, 
having the lock of the other cocked. But 
what was my forrow to find, inftead of a tiger, 
one of my goats mortally wounded, and yield- 
ing its I aft breath ! 

Happily this vexatious miilakewas inftantly 
^.ompenfatcd by a p leafing difcovery, Oi^ my 
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ftf pafating the branches of the bufli to di 
the wounded goat, the othpr came fortl 
two kids,, which (he had yeaned the p 
ing day* But for me, they would all 
have been devoured that night } and th 
tendered them the more dear to me. 1 
one of the kids under each arm, and fol 
by the bleating mother, I conveyed th 
the camp, that they might be added t 
^ herd. 

In the evening, thofe of my Hottentot 
had been on duty keeping the cattle in th 
being returned, after having been relieve 
the night, informed me, that Adam, wh 
ran. away, had tak^n refuge in their huts 
that he was extremely forry for his folly 
not daring to come near the camp or dei 
fofgivenefs, becaufe he was perfuaded 
tended to kill him, he had entreated the 
requeft Klaas to go to him. 

This defire of fpeaking to a man who < 
pletely enjoyed, as he merited, my confid* 
fliowed that the fugitive fought to obt. 
mediator with me. However, for the fal 
an example, J was determined not to grant 
hisr pardon very foon or very eafilyj 

i 



Trhile I permitted Klaas to go and fee him the 
jgiext day, I gave him his leflba refpecSting 
'what he had to fay, both on his vifit and after- 
wards when he came back. , 

All my people awaited his return with im- 
patience. As foon as he appeared, they ran to 
meet him, to requeft him to yfe his beft in- 
tcreft with me in favour of their comrade ; and, 
•when he entered my tent, they drew near to 
hear what I fliould fay. Klaas' talked a long 
time of Adam*s penitence. He allured me he 
had left him in the utmoft dejedlion and in 
tears ; and at laft added, " But^ maftqr, you 
•' will overlook his fault ; and, as you are going 
•' to fet out, I have given him hopes tlmt you 
^' will pardon him on ftiy interceffiop, and 
*^ take him with yoti on your journey." 

My anfwer was previoufly concerted with 
Klaas. I aflumed a haughty tone, which* the 
prcfence of thofe who were liftening rendered 
neceflary, and, blaming Klaas for having ex- 
ceeded his authority in promifing what I would 
nor grant, added : *' No: Adam (hall accom- 
" pany me no longer : he has failed of his 
" duty in every point : I will hear no more of 
.*' him : I even declare; that, if any one of thofe 

** whom 
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*^ whom I efteem fufEciently to permit them 
*' to attend me, fhould ever take upon him to 
" mention his name, I will immediately fend 
** him away without mercy, in whatever place 
*' we may be fituated.* However, I will not 
*^ abandon the wretch in the 'midft of a defert : 
*' let him come back, therefore, to my camp ; 
**, where, till my return, I permit him to remain 
" with Swanepoel." 

This fpeech had all the efFedl'I intended on 
thofe by whom it was heard. The 'very men 
who the day before were all ready to quit me, 
becaufe I talked of a new journey, had how 
no higher ambition than that of accompanying 
me in' it. Every one begged leave to attend 
me : it was who (hould obtain the preference: 
and this ^was folicited with earneftnefs as a 
favoun 

That the fervour of this zeal might not 
abate, I appointed the next day but one, which 
was the fourteenth of December, for my de- 
parture. At the fame time, to give Klaas a 
certain degree of confequence among his com- 
rades, and reward him for the uniform fidelity 
he had always fliown to me, I left him to 
make the fele(ftion j and announced, that I 

' would 
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trould allow thofe to acconipaiiy me, fo^" 
Whom he would take upon him to, be aufwer- 
iible. 

Not to be troubled with too many people; 
however, I refolved to take but the half of .my 
troop, thinking the other half would be fuf- 
ficient to guard my camp during ray abfence. 

Though Bernfry ought to have infpired me 
with diftruft, on account of the many pretty 
Bofhmen's daughters that were among the 
tiumber of his wives, I did not then fufpedl:; 
as I have already faid, his connecftiori w^ith 
thofe banditti. I knew not, that, being in al- 
liance with them$ he gave them information of 
what booty they might- take, and of courfe 
might acquaint them with my departure. But 
hitherto they had made no atterfapts j and, pro- 
tided as we were with fire-arms, I did not 
fear them. Befides, Bernfry requefted to beat 
me company on my fecond excurfion as he 
had done on the firft j arid the fame motive 
tvhich determined me to' affent b^forfe pre- 
-^ntcd me now from refufihg. 

had in my camp a certain number of 

-^ouquas, who had followed me with thcif 

^'om friendihip. W^heh thefe worthy 

people 
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pebple knew that I was going on a new ex- 
pedition, they all, as well as their wives, offered 
to accompany me, requefting no pay but a 
ration of tobacco every month; and I accepted 
their offer with' joy. 

To fay the truth, the company of colonial 
Hottentots I had in my fervice appeared to me, 
from that period, a burden rather than an 
afliflance. Since their rebellion, I was altered 
with refpe£t to them, and no longer faw theni 
with the fame eyes. In my litde excurfion, I 
had juft experienced how eafy it was to make 
friends among the favages j and I particularly 
felt how advantageous it would be to a travel- 
ler, in vifiting a country with a view to be- 
come acquainted with it, to take no other 
companions or guides than a conflant fuccef- 
fion of its own inhabitants. 

My Caminouquas had nine oxen, which 
hired. I purchafed feven others ; and h 
immediately to . pack up, in fheep-lk' 
fuch goods and provifion as I mer 
with me. 

That my effeds might be 
and I might be able to find f' 
iney, without difficulty or 
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whenever I had occafion for them, I ticketed 
.each of the bundles that were to compofe the 
load of one ox, with a different colour* Each 
ox had his own appropriate burden, which ^ 
was not to be changed during the journey ; 
and he had alfo his particular people attached to 
him exclufively. . All this being arranged, I 
made out a . little inventory, on which wers 
trritten the name of each ox, thofe of his con- 
dudors, and the contents of his Ipad j fo that, 
if I wanted any particular \ article, I had only 
f o caft my eye over my inventory, and call 
fuch or fuch a man, or alk for fuch an ox. 

Only feven of the fixteen, however, were 
deftined for my own immediate fervice. Thefe 
carried, befide my two tents, every thing that 
belonged to myfelf; as ammunition for hunting, 
articles of trade, culinary utenfils,; articles of 
drefs, tgbacco and brandy for particular oc- 
cafions. . , 

Seven others were laden with mats, fkins, 
arms, utenfils for the troops and hoops for 
the conftrudtion of their huts. The two re- 
maining were roferved in cafe of accident or 
difeafe^ and for the affiftance of fuch womea 
as might be tired on the march. 



r For the honour of the women I ought not 
to omit, that there was hot one of them who 
liad recourfe to this mode of conveyance; 
but, conftantly finging, dancing, and playing 
their gambols, they kept the caravan in con- 
tinual gaiety, and in times of fuffering and dit* 
trefs gave leflbns of courage to the men. 

It muft be confefled, that, as they* travelled 
with fuch. conveniences and refources as they 
had never before known, the march was to 
them a party of pleafure, and a fort of feftival. 
Their curiofity, too, was gratified' in traver- 
fii^g a new country, where they wanted for 
nothings 

There were eleven of there,women.or girls, 
Without reckoning Rachel, the wife of Klaas, 
whom I took with me to look after a little 
herd of three cows; fix goats, and fixteea 
fheep, which were to follow me in cafe of 
want. I had, befides, Kees, four dogs, and three 
hprfes (for JBernfry added his to my two) ; 
making in -all fixty perfons and forty-fevea 
animals. Such was my' caravan; which de- 
parted in good condition, but did not fo return, 
' Thus it is men march to battle. , 

In the afternoon of the day appointed for 
X 2 OUf 



our departure, I began by makiiig the oxen 
file off with their conductors. Thefe all pafTed 
the river by fwimniing ; and, in the mean time^ 
the baggage was conveyed over on the raft* 
When all had arrived on the oppofite bank, 
the goods were landed ; and^ the condudors^ 
knowing by the colour of the tickets what 
bagd were to be committed to their charge, ar- 
ranged them in feparate heaps; and w^dted 
for the order to load. 

- For my part, I had refolved not to fet off 
till the next morning, and to fpend another 
night in my camp, that I might regulate every 
thing, and give Swanepoel my final inftruc- 
tions. With half of my people, I left him for 
bis guard and proteftian half of my arms. 
I alfo left Klaas Bafter at the camp, who might- 
be of fervice to me during my abfence, by 
going to the Nimiqua hordes and purchafing 
for me draught oxen, while I was endeavour- 
[ing to procure others in the countries I ihould 
lifit. 

Suppofing I fhould find any, what was I to 
do ? Or how was I to aft ? Deftitute of plan, 

nd even in the impoflibility of forming one, 
< the country I was to pafs through was 

totally 
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totally unknown to me, I was aflalled by a 
dioufand confufed and coatradidory ideas, 
which difturbed me during the whole night. 

My firft projeft, it is true, had been to tra- 
veirfe Africa from one extremity to the other. 
An my preparations at my departure from the 
Gape, and every ftep, every precaution I had 
taken fince, .had tended folely to this end; 
and ftill it was my (ingle purpofe, notwith* 
ftanding the obftacjes that were continually 
arifing from the adverfe leafohs. 
, Hitherto my mind had flood up .firmly ^ 
againft every thing that oppofed my progrefs j 
and I felt in my breaft the courage ftill to 
brave whatever might oppofe it anew. But I 
conceived myfelf ftopped by an infuperable 
difficulty, that of taking my waggons with me ; 
and what was yet more affliding, if I left my 
waggons on the banks of Orange-River, I * 
abandoned at the fame time the bird», qua- 
drupeds, and infeds^ which I had procured 
fince I left the Cape, and that giraffe, the ac- 
quifition of which had occafioned me fo much 
joy : a valuable and efteemed coUedion, pur- 
^chafed by great fatigue, exertion, and danger. 
Thus I was always Jed to refled, that the. tra- 
X 3 . .verfing 
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verfing Africa, if it be poffible, admits only of 
hafty obfervations ; and that to attempt to be 
continually on the march, and continually 
colleding at the fame time, is a mad prpjeft, 
for which armies of oxen, with waggons at 
their heels, would be infufEcient. . Neverthe- 
lefs, all thefe ideas were combined in my head. 
Involved in this ine5(tricable maze of per- 
plexities, the wifeft ffep I could take was to 
finifh the preparatory excurfion I had begun^ 
and to leave my ultimate refolution on the 
fubjedl to be determined by the circumftances 
that awaited me. Till this refolijtion was fixed; 
I ^urpofed to employ myfelf on my road in 
augmenting my colledions of natural hiftory, 
znake as many friends. as poflible in my ^ay, 
and penetrate, if I could, towards the eaftj as 
far as that part of the centre of Africa which 
is fcarcely more than three hundred and forty 
leagues wide ; there to difcover fome more fa- 
vourable path than that in which I was, and 
fecure myfelf, if fome unforefeen accident 
fliould prevent my advancing farther, at leaft 
the refource of recommencing my journey 
under happier aufpices, and with hopes bet- 
ter fotmded, Thi^ Wcis the moft rational ftep 
S I could 
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*I could take : it will hereafter appear, vj 
even in this, my defires were founded < 
fibilities. 

Conformably to this provifional plan 
Swanepoel to wait for me on the Orange 
four or five months/ When this ter 
expired, I allowed-him, if he could proci 
oxen, to return to mount Namero, and v 
me at Van der Wefthuyfen's fome time I 
after which he was to return to ,the Ca 
delivered *to him my notes, with inftru 
to tranfmit them to my family, if he he; 
more of me» Finally, after having give 
two letters, one for Gordon, the other fc 
rurier, and confented to his recalling Ac 
embarked on the raft, and joined my ca 

•We were at that period of the year 
the days are longeft and hotteft ; and n 
pafled without a ftorm, though we exper 
only its inconveniences' without its be 
The clouds pafled on towards the lofcy i 
tains at a diflance, ' and feldom let a few 
^fall on us. Every v/here the drought ^ 
general the fame. 

? This flight fprinkilng, however, fuffit 

'fome places to make the Bcfhmen's'graf 

X4 .. n 
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minate and fpring up from the ejirth. Tlxis 
grafs is not perennial : every year it dries even 
to the root, and is re-produced by feed ; but it 
has fo little hold of the ground, that oxen, in 
feeding on it, pull up the whole plant ; aad 
even the wind is fufiicient to tear jit up by the 
rootjs, and carry it away. 

That my cattle might have the advantage 
of this little frefh grafs on their road^ I made 
them travel abreaft, wherever the ground would 
permit. In this way, they could all feed alike 
at the fanae timfc, which they could not have 
done if they had followed one another. Some- 
times they occupied a fpace of half a league 
from one extremity of the line to the other i 
and we drew nearer together only when the 
proximity of the mountains rendered it ne- 
ceflary. 

In countries where grafs is fo thin, this mcr 
thod has great advantages. Befides, by enar 
bling us to cover a greater extent of ground, we 
were more likely to meet with fprjngs, which 
p^erwife we might have fought in vain. It 
was thus that, on the firft day ajbout noon, after 
travelling five hours, we difcovcred a warm 
fpring. Here I halted to reft our oseo, and 

9 in 
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in the mesMi time took ao obfer 
fun's altitude^ by which I founc 
to be I'f 5'. Aftey this we inc 
weft, to reach Lion-River j whei 
in three hours and a half. 

Before I quitted my camp on O 
\ had remarked, that the floods 
and more frequent than they had 
arrival. Sometimes the water r 
and remained in that ftate feveral 
announced, that the rainy feafoi 
in the mountains to the north-eal 
river, as well as almoft all thofe < 
take their rife. 

As the fame caufe muft prodi 
effeft on Lion-River, I had reafoi 
I fhould find it troublefome to pal 
much longer. It had already moi 
when I croffed it before. Defiro 
of leaving it behind me, I went ai 
on its riglft bank : after which v 
along its cdurfe for three days, f 
to encamp at ixight, and in the 
chace to a few giraffes, which v 
fionally, but which always- outflr 
f fcaped. 
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On the fourth day we arrived at a fpot 
fiiadowed. by beautiful trees, the verdure of 
which was fo pleafing to the eye, and the ap- 
pearance fo attradive in the midft of the in- 
tolerable heat by which we were parched, that 
I refolved to Ipend there not only the night, 
but atfo the following day. Around me were 
green paftures and limpid water ; and at a dis- 
tance I perceived giraffes, antelopes, groufe, 
and fome birds in particular with which I was 
fcitherto unacquainted. 

My tents were pitched and wood colleded 
in a moment ; thanks to the women, who, 
after having fupported the heat and fatigue of 
thefe four days with more fortitude than the 
xnerr, fet about the work without delay. They 
had taken this bufinefs exclufively to them- 
felves, and would not fuffcrthe men to be cour 
cerned in it. 

It was the fame with regard^ to my houfe- 
hold affairs. They contended wto fhould 
fliow herfelf moft ufeful ; feeming to fear that 
I might repent of having taken them with me ; 
and feeking, by preventing my wifhes in a 
thoufand ways, to make tbemfelves neceflary, 
and hinder my feeling the flighteft regrets It 

waf 
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'was a matter of rejoicing to them to have 

new order from me to execute, or fom< 

to do on my account j and thefe groti 

figures in motion or crowded rouitd mc 

b<?come fo docile iince the laft commoti 

ihe feraglio, formed'anamufirig pidhire* 

While they were preparing my fup] 

went to take a walk on the bank of the 

and difcovered, almoft in its bed, a phei 

non, which isTo rare m geology, that a 

ralift, when he meets with it, obferves ii 

attention.. This was a brine-lpring, f 

tremely fait, that it was impoflible to^rin 

drop of it. 

I hare vifited the fait pits of German 
laine, and thole of the county of NafTai 
tafted their waters, but never found any I 
equal to this. No doubt, in its fubten i 
^ourfe, it pafles over fomc bed of roc ; 
which it diflblves; and, in confequence 
extreme heat of the climate, it probahlj 
up a great deal ; at leaft, to judge by its 
it contains a large poition. I would no 
ture, however, to affirm, that this fait 
fame with that ufed in our kitchens : nay 
its extreme caufticity, I avi much inclii i 
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doubt it. But, as I had not in mj power 
the means of analyfing it chemically^ I could 
judge of its nature by the tafte only : a very 
imcertain mode, and fometMiies the more apt 
to deceive, becaufe, in comparing a new fenfa^ 
don with old and known ones, it is eafy to 
confound them, and think them the fame. 

Befide thefe brine-fprings, Africa contains 
fevcral iakesy of greater or lefs extent, that are 
likewife fait or brackifh. Thefe being fed by 
rain-water alone, it is probable they owe their 
ialtnefs merely to the faline earth washed by 
tliis water. 

Kolbeui as dogmatic as ignorant, will not 
admit this fimple and natural caufe. Reafon- 
mg after his own way, he announces a p^« 
feftly new fyftem on this fubjed, and of which 
ao one before, as he fays, ever thou^iL 

To eftablifli his bypothefis, which indeed ia 
6ew and will long remain fq, he employs the 
fucceffion of the wet and dry feafons, the 
north wind^ and the fouth wind, ice, and 
thunder. With thefe ingredients, he wants 
nothing more : a page of his book is. the ma- 
g^clan*8 wand. According to him, the con- 
oid of the feafons forms in the air a large 

quantity 
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limntity ci nitrous and faline particles 
which the atmofphere is loaded ; and 
fouth-eaft wind blows at that period vie 
and agitates the water in the hafins, it 
pitates them and depofits them there. 
Kolben is a very great man in Europe. 

I can fcarcely forbear laughing, whei 
an author ferioufly advance fuch explan 
yet this man employs feveral paragraj 
his. He even treats with a fort of coi 
the opinion of thofe who conceive th 
nefs to arife from fprings of falt-water, 
rifing in their bafin, or flowing into i 
without. 

*' Were it fo," adds our natural philof 
** the quantity of fait formed by thefe j 
•' nial fprings would not vary as it does. 
" fides, the water would be for ever 
" all feafons brackiflb : whereas it is unil 
•* freflhi and good, till the commencemi 
•* fummer ; fo that the cattle in the i 
^ bourhood drink no other till that p 
** and even fome time after. In fine, if 
•* brine-fprings exifted, unqueftionabl 
^' planters would have difcovered at lead 



^ one of them ; a thing which, has nev6r yet 
'* happeaed." 

1 fliall not wafte my time in combating art 
opinion, which merits not the honour of being 
jcombated. I fhall merely allow myfelf to 
explain this circumftance of waters alternately 
irefh and fait. 

At the Cape, only two feafons are known t 
the dry feafon, which conftitutes furamer j • 
and the rainy feafon, which is called winter. 
If, during the latter, the waters in queftioft 
become drinkable, it is becaufe? they are frefti- 
ened by the quantity of rain-water continually . 
pouring into them. In the fummer, on the 
contrary, great part of them is eviporated by 
the extreme heat ; and the little that remain8^ 
being concentrated, refumes all its faltnefs. 

I know not whether the planters were ac- 
quainted with any falt»fprinigs in Kolben's 
time : but they might have prefumed^ that 
feveral muft neceflarily exift in a country 
where there were fo many btackifh ones. I, 
who did not look for them, found two within 
the fpace of eight-and-forty hours: for, the 
4ay before I difcorered this in the bed, of 

Lioiw 



AFRICA. 

I 

Xiioa-River, I had encamped near ai I 
Ids pungent, it k true, but yet of the Iki 
ture. 

I ijiall add here, by the bye, that 1 ha 
with feveral chalybeate waters, and I 
whifch appeared to me from the tafte i 
cupreous or vitriolic : and, if refearches 
kind had poflefled any attractions for i 
fhould probably have found fomethin^ i 
different ftill ; for I was in the parts : 
difcoveries were really to be made, and " 
ben, as I have faid before, never c 
thofe where every thing had already be< 
covered. 

All the country that borders on the 
bank of Lion-River is a quartzofe 
which in certain places includes iron, c( i 
and even cryftals pf a very fine water j i 
others, approaching to the nature of grar 
contains white and yellow micasc 

During thefe fo\ir days, I h jd amufec : 
felf on the road with culling thefe dif 
produdions, which I carefully added t 
colledlion. My Hottentots, who had fee i 
little attentive to any thing but fubjeds ( : 
animal kingdom, were furprifed at the c 
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to6k of thcfc. They ittagined 1 was gattifif-* 
ing a treafure; and, in confequence, they alfo 
turned up the earth after my example, andl 
began to colled with an ardour at which I 
laughed heartily. They difplayed the moft 
eagemefs for the two micas, which^ deceived 
by the colour, they believed to be filver and 
gold ; and their fancies already enjoyed the 
fortune they imagined they fhould make on 
their retiim to the Cape. 

At day-breat, I fct off with Klaas fof the 
purpofe of procuring fome new birds; while^ 
at the fame time, my hunters and fome of the 
Caminouquas. wHo attended me difperfed 
themfelves diHerent ways, in queft of fome of 
the larger beafts of chace for the fupply of our 
kitchen. I was fortunate enough to meet 
With'tw6 birds, a'male and female, of the fame 
genus with that t had Teen in the forefts of 
Bruintjes-hoogte, which my people called 
uyttdcber (the mock-feirdy. Thefe Were a dif- 
ferent fpecies of the fame' geriuS, and were a 
real gratificafiori to me. 
' Ifaw barb'ets alfo, arid feme other fpecies 
of birds', which' I had met with to the eaft* 
ward, thougli riot in fuch numbers- as here* 

The 
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> ^e moft abundant were the republi 
and the little parrots which I had occafii 
mention at the fame time/ The for9ier 
in numerous flocks. 

It appears, that when they take up 
abode in the plains, and conftru<^ their < 
xnous nefts on the aloes, which are liable 
blown down by ftormy winds, it is for 
of a better afylum : for they prefer the 
of mountains, defiles, and fimtlar fitua 
which are well fheltered. There they 
tiply infinitely, and their nefls are found i 
inftant. But, wherever they fix themf 
the little parrots- follow them, to feize on 
edifices. They drive them out by open f 
and they expel them with fuch vigour, i 
have often feen a neft change its propri 
and be filled by the new guefls in lefs 
two hoursi 

In the afternoon, one party of my hi 
returned with two gnoux and feveral ff 
bock antelopes, which they had killed. ' 
had even been fo fuccefsful, that they 
obliged tQ fe^d to the camp for two ox 
carry their game. Thd; comrades, an< 
Caminouquas who accona^nied them^ di 

Vol, IL Y i 



3^1 TRAVELSIN 

return till ni^lit. They ^came wkh empty 
haltids^ but they brought tnfe fottiie i^ctRng 
news, ^ ' - 

While beating about the counJtry, th6y met 
^xdth foirie Greater Niflniqiia$5 M/hote horde was 
within four leagues cf my canip ; and, certain 
that they fliould obligfe -me by procuring me ah 
opportunity ojf feeing ''if, they repaired thither, 
to afk the confent of the chief, and give Mm 
notice of my vifit. He aiTured them it would 
give him great pleafure to fee me, and fent fix 
of his people to give me an invitation* I re- 
ctived and entertained his meffengers in a 
friendly manner, and faid, in anfwer to their 
felicitations, that the next morning at break 
of day I .would accompany them to their 
horde. 

The fcenft of our ^arft^, attd the fumes of our 
cookery, had been fmelled by the hypeifMis and 
jackals at Tome diftance, Thefe animals roamed 
round my camp all the night. The hyenas 
partieulart}'^, either more bold or more preifed 
by hunger, approathed fo near, t4iat we could 
cbferve 'their motions by the light of our fires j 
arid I icilled one the moment he fell upon 'one 
of ourfli^ep* This anrax^l was of the **ry 
• * ■ ^am« 
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frfme-fp6cies ivkh thofe which we had killed at 

Che river Gamatoos^ The planters call it the 

fpotted wpl£ It is of the fize of the wolf ctf 

£iirope ; and its hair is of a deep fallow colour^ 

interfperfed with dari&^-browa fpots. I (hall 

here infert a plate of the animal, of which I 

ihall fpeak jnoreat lengtliin my defcription of 

tho quadrupeds of Africa. In vain did we 

endeavour to drive away the reft with our 

guns; the howlings, extorted by pain from 

that I hadihot, feemed to animate them to the 

attack, and they became but the more gager 

for their prey : they quitted one place only to 

return at another. Our cattle, which perceived 

them as well as we, and heard their cries, were 

ifi. violent agitation, and exprefled great fear. 

'in ihon^ for their defence and our own fe* 

xdrity, we were obliged to be under arms all 

night. 

Beiide Ihefe hy«nas and the jackals, which 
it waseafy to diftinguifli by their voice, I re- 
marked ^he cry of fome other animal. My 
people diftingiii(hed it by the name of the 
farth^wclf. I do not know itj and I never 
faw any thing of it but; a piece' of itfrikin, 
which I' found in a kraal, as I have faid above, 
Y a and 
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and vrhich I imagined from its appearance td 
have pertained to an ifatis. Whatever the ani- 
mal may be^ it feems that, having the fame 
inftind in hunting as the other tvro, it aiTo- 
ciates with them for the fearch and attack of 

prey. ^ .2 

During our firing in the night, and while 
difcharging our guns at a venture, one of our 
balls had wounded a jackal We found it the 
next day on our road, and it afforded a fubjeft 
of difpute for my troop ; each claiming the ho- 
nour of having killed it, and alleging fuch 
whimfically pleafant arguments in fupport of 
his pretenfions, that they made me laugh ready 
to burft. 

This altercation continued the whole way, 
and d4d not ceafe till we approached the 
kraal, when I halted to wak for and receive 
the chief. 

He came to meet me attended by fome wo- 
men, and a great part of the men of his horde* 
They were all flout, near five feet jmd a half 
[five feet ten inches Eniglifh] high, with gdtitle, 
. but cold and phlegmatic countenance^ 'Evciy 
thing about the men indicated the fame j)hl^^: 
^their motions, geftures, and looks, were demttre 

and 
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and frigid j and I foon perceived, on 
fing with them, that this fluggifh apath 
in their thoughts and afFe<aions as w< 
their exterior appearance. When an 
waspropofed to them, whether agre 
not, they never anfwered immediate 
kept filence for fome time, reflefted 
and fpoke with deliberation. 

This tranquil and uniform charadlei 
different from that of favages in genera 
by no means that of the Gonaquas and 
and, what is more fingular, it is ftrikinj 
traded by that of the women of the 
whofe lively looks indicate extreme gai< 
who are great laughers on every occafioni 
pot yfhsLt local caufe can have thus fs 
, the n^inds of the Greater Nimiquas : i 
their feriou^ melancholy be a phyfical 
)iow happens it that the women, who a 
mothers or their daughters, fo ftrangel 
from them? 

On the way I perceived vaft herds o 
which I was told belonged to the hord< 
this difcovery gave me rnuch ple^fure, 1 
it afforded me hopes of being able to pi 
without difficulty as many as I wanted. 
Y 3 
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I arrived at thfe kraal^ I afted thc^ eW«f if kt^ 
eoiitd fell roc foriic, or recommend me to ftidb 
perfons aa^cquld ; prbmifmg to pay* for tliem 
immediately in glafsbeads, and more efpecialbjr 
ill tobacco. He kept filence fome time, tarned 
towards his pec^le, faid two er three words to 
them, and then, after another paufe, dainty 
and concifely replied to me that they bad bu| 
few oxen. 

This ambiguous anfwer, which would have 
very vfrell fuited the mouth of a Norman,feeiiie4 
little conformable to the franknefo of the favagQ 
character. It was not a refufal in form ; yet it 
difconcerted me. My good friends the Cami-- 
aouquas, however, who knew their neighbours^ 
whifpered me not to be uneafy j afluring mcj 
that, if I concealed the wares 1 had mtntiooed, 
and particularly took care not to be lavifli 
before-hand of my tobacco, I fbould foon ob-* 
tain whateyer I defired. 

The advice appeared to be good, and I could 
lofe nothing by following it. Accordingly, to 
give the chief a t ftd for the batter I propofed| 
I made bim aprefentof fome excellent Dutch 
tdbdceo : but ihftead of a quantity^ as Was mf 
ufual ct|ft«m» I g^ve Inm enough Only to^ fill a 

pipe 
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pipe w twoi though hh «f iis unrwibaal 
tie begar^ lo fpfiolq^ it immediat«iy, i 
all the yvh\k its gQadaflt, and h^n 
pipe to da^ chief perfoes of his horc] 
Cflffioix, that, they might participate ii 
joyinent. 

Thofe who were not admitted to th 
nefs appeared to be mujch vexed and n 
They fnufFed up with both noftrils th 
whiSed out by their comrades^ and ca 
H fupplicating air prefenting to me thei 
pipes* Determined, in purfuaace of r 
fU)t to yiel(j, I afked for oxen j ihey of 
ihe^p. At length, that I might not ap 
eagjer for the change, and to thrpw t 
their fcent, I affected not to think, any 
the fuhje£t, refolving to have patien<:e, ; 
their coming ^bonl:. 

However, as I perceived amopg the 
fome who had the appearance pf fcoldi 
huibands^ and beiog difpleafed becaufe 
jiorbarpin with mc, I thppght, if I cj 
them on pay fyi^r I ihould g^in my e) 
fpecdily, I gip?e out, therjefore|^ that^ 
WQuL(| bring milk Jp my camp, I woi 
9,Toys{ pf bga(|s » foot Jong for each bow 

T 4 V 
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This was notMng more than a pretext f 
was in no want of milk> as itny three cows fur^* 
nilhed more than was fufiicient for my a>n-- 
fumptiom The day nearly ended, however, 
without my obtaining my piirpde^ F^ feme 
time, I thought my propofal would have no 
fuccefs: but, towards eiwning, all the women ar- 
rived wich their bowls ; and my camp abounded 
, with milk, for whicli I paid with great pundu- 
ality. They would ^dly have rcmved fome 
of my tobacco inftead of beads; but I ftood 
firm; and my cQnftaat;jefufal.had ib goodan 
effe&y that one of them, who had pr^a a bly 
more power over her huiband than the reft, 
aflured me, that the next day fhe wctuid brmg 
me two very fine oxen* 

There was a ball^ According to cuftom ; and 
the dancing continued all ni^ht, TheNimi- 
qua girls are well nude, handfom^ and very 
amorous. My men^availfcd themfclves of the 
dance to procure ti$te8^a*^tetes with them, and, 
not having oxen to pinrchafe li^e me» they 
proffered their allowances of tobacco, which 
were accepted for want of better^ 

As 1 was chief of the caravan, a white, and 

poflcflbr of tobacco of ^ mueh l)€tter quality, 

, many 
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lAanyadvances were made me; and II 
4oubt but I might liaTe formed, foi 
pipesful only, an aUiance with every n 
the hordir. I was even prefTed (o cl^ 
to be obliged to employ ifome Tiefiftac^ 
at the fame time, I cHuft confefs/that 
fufals were given in/uch a way as ndl 
fend; sltid' fh^y, #ho^ in confequence \ 
advaiices had been e3c{>oi^d tor thbni,; 
foon foubd other anatigeaienitY ts mi 
not ihow me the lefs friendfliip. ' For t 
part, though, from prudential moclvei 
impofed on my felf certain laws whi£h ] 
not infringe, I occaiionally indulged h 
larity of fpeech, Bernfry h&d taught 
fay in the Nimiqua language, i^^c^i 
fnatte; and every time I repeated this 
to the young girls, they burfl out in a h 
I muft here add, that the gii:Is alone a] 
td me thus free ; while the married 
on the contrary were mddeft and ns 
This is a charaderiftic difference, wfa 
ftinguifhes the Greater Nimiquas fr( 
Hottentot people in general ; as likewi 
the low crbgeing air they affume wh( 
|»ave any thing to afk. 
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The next monung^, the. woonaot vho hadi 
promtfed me two oxeof bi^ought «i« three. Tq 
inSduce the veft to fbilow her CJian^ile, I paui 
lier handfbmelx, and g^ve.her tshres Urac^l^a 
of brafs wire» three girdks of bead&i a portiQn 
of tohaccoy 21 knife, and a ileel with a copper 
tibderbox fuU of tinder. 

My people cried out greatly on my prodi^^ 
gality. To liften to them, I was bargaining 
like a complete dupe : but I had my reafo39 
for ading thus; and the woman herfelf under^ 
ftood them fo well^ that, before {he went away^ 
(he alked,me to give her a glafs of brandy inta 
the bargain. Every thing here below is re-* 
lative. She departed in the belief, that fhc had 
taken me in : and I congratulated myfdf on 
obtaining from her 'three fine oxen, each' of 
which coft me about two-and-twenty pence 
halfpenny. 

The treafure this woman had obtained wai^ 
no fooner known in the horde, thaa all were 
*eager to deal with me. Before night 1 had 
eleven oxen, and a moil charming black buIL 
I did not purchafe this bull for myfeify butfor 
my worthy friend Slaber. He bad" often re- 
quefted me, if I went among the Nimkjuas,. tft 

procure; 
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pfK^uMi {of kim onq of tfe^fe jua 

are iughly ^erm^ by the pkn 

ftrength and beauty. It is true, 

ftg^^much as four oxen : yet bad np 

maaded, I would have given it \ 

for my refpedable and a^e6:ionai 

I was apprehenfive, that tjie 

purch^fisd might return to the hei 

cnixing with the reft^ I might Ipf 

obviate this, and be able to kno\^ 

I marked them on the thigh wit 

On the other hand, it would gi 

trouble to take them with me ; 

therefor^ gladly have fent them in 

Swanepoel, without waiting till ] 

nay camp. 

The chief of the horde^ it is tt 
fend them thither by fome of hi 
whofe iidelity he would be anfv 
this offer iniight be a fnare, and a 
of regaining what I had purchafe< 
my Caminouquas having aflurec 
had nothing to fear, and that a 1 
was facred among all the hord( 
his offer ; and, after having dired 
what road to take, and paid them 
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1 faw them fct off: while I, oa my part, 
alfo refumed my journey, travelling north by 
♦aft. 

Befor? the chief left me, I^e canfed a fat 
fiieep to be brought, which in his frigid mafi* 
ner he rcquefted me to accept, affuring me that 
it was a free gift, I did not rcfufe it ; though 
It wa« an ufelefs prefent to me, and though I 
was convinced, that his liberality was" not fo 
difmterefted as he pretended. Accordingly, 
he refufed nothing; that I offered him in re- 
turn. , 

At fome dillance from the horde, I found ai 
refervoir of faline water, in which were many 
lumps of fait cryftallized by the heat. Thcfc 
I carefully colledted, as ?Ln addition which, na- 
ture had made to my ftore. 
'Two different cpurfes here offered theni- 
felves to me, and I was perplexed which to 
choofe. Due weft was a dry pl^n^ covered 
with mimofas and ebony tree^,^an^ boui^ei^by 
a chain of mountains at the diftappe ofj&v,e*or 
fix leagues. Toward the eaft ^\io^f^f^^}^l^y 
more opcn> it is true ; but at a di%ncP:| jgee^ 
ceived fome large, trees, ^^9^^Ji^lS^^j/J^ 
ikirt a river, The natives ^Qi»od. m§; |t "^ 

LioAf , 
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l.ion-Rivrt, itiiich I ihould 
«.gaia. 

' The ncceffity of a watering ] 

l^eople and cattle made me turr 

tut . I was deceived in iny txipti 

riyer had no water ; and we ive 

pafs a night without ^ny. Tc 

vexation, the place was full < 

birds of ill omen, which alwa; 

their prefeilce a wretched coui 

cries prevented us from clofmg 01 

place where we pafled the night 

iaJo Cofnp j and, as foon as c 

haftened to quit it, in hdpes of fii 

irtiat day fortune favoured 1 

travelling nofthreaft three hours, 

fpring of excellent water, to whi 

natne of Tortoije Fountain^ bee 

near its bed a fpecles of toftoife th 

feett bMcfcre. & weighed upwa 

pounds^ smd coiltalned a confide 

•of eggs of all fizes, among whicl 

,of ytUow ones aslirge as thofe o 

"ittrpiled on the coals; and its whi 

was air tiittder a^ that of a chickei 

aa exccBent ftippen 
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The plntadott cibntiaued to fton ua t^^kli 
their noify cackling ; but at the fame time .w« 
liad -mAtSf fpcDies of beaatifol bk d$ ; that 
ifhich Bufibn de&ribQS under the name jc( 
grshadht of the coaft of Africa, and particniarly 
the lovely bee-eaters, which I have ei(e where 
mentrooed. ; 

Afy hunters tQO brought me a very curiouft 
guiimal, which I had not yet been able to pro* 
cure : thiB was the great jerboa of the CapcL 
It is as large as our largeft hanes: its co^ 
lour is reddifli and duiky, its tail very IcwDg, 
And terminating, like that of the ermine, in a 
tuft of black hair. The planters call it fpring^ 
bam (leaping hare}, becaufe its hind Jegs, 
being out of all proportion longer than thol^ 
before, enable it to take prodigious leaps. 'Its 
■fieih is excellent food. . This iingidar quadru^ 
ped, though abounding in certain cantons cjf 
Africa, is, notwithftanding, very difficult tb 
find ; becaufe, duting the day, it tttsc^ intt> 
deep iiokS) which it forms in the dearth, and 
comes out only at funfet to-foed ^0U^rhe-gJ'aiS| 
which is its chief alimen^r. - ' ' 

Bernfry, for his pao^tjjh^ th« gaod fortttrife 
to kill a male girafie. It wi^.'fifcetn fttt and 

^ an 



in ihcti {about ftxteea ftetaiMl aflineh KngH(h 
meaifere] 'high; and I fhouid have been glad to 
have Tiad its fern as weM asthat of the other : 
but being at a diftante from my camp, to 
which Idid not think of retufnitig, at kail 
very Hionlji and^bemgin Want of every ne- 
ceffary convenience for the purpofe of carry- 
ing it, xvhftt^ouki Idcwkh it? I noW felt how 
great reafon I had to rejoicei that the former 
was fafc at my camp by Orange-Rhner. This, 
being prepared and falted, ferved to fixpply my 
caravan- ^ffi food for fome days. 

The next day I direfted my courfe north 
by weft, to f each a periodical ftream called the 
Draaj\ -{tntandering river). Its bed, where 
we came up to it, v^^as not deep ; and we did 
aot perceive it till jtift ^as we were defctnding 
into it. A herd of buffifloes happened to be 
lying in it at the time. We were clofe to each 
oth6r ; but, tjta^feeing us, they all rofe together^ 
and fh«l with a precipitation, noife, and af- 
feighti'tfcat 'I cannot defcribe; while wfe, as 
imichiufprlfed as rfiey at the meeting, and by 
no means prepared for liich an adventure, 
foflfe^eiEl tfbem to flee, without firing a firigle^ 

Though 
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Though the Draay . was dry, it had a feW 
pools in feme of its hollows, and was adorned 
with beautiful trees* I looked out for a place 
to encamp, both to reft ourfeiyes, and to ihelter 
us from a violent north wind, which blinded 
us with clouds of fand, and fufipcated us with 
its fcorching heat* At noon. Fahrenheit's ther-^ 
inometer ftood at iio^, and in the evening at 
funfet it was at ninety. 

Notwithftanding the wind and the h^at, I 
went to try my fortune among the trees on 
the banks ; and indeed I found there a moft fu- 
perb and magnificent eagle, of a new fp^des, 
both male and female of which I had the hap- 
pinefs to kill with my double-barrelled gun. 

I had already feen fome of thefe birds on the 
banks of Orange-^River ; but they did not fn^^r 
me to approach thenu 

This eagle I named griffard^ becauie itft 
daws are ftronger and fharper than thofe of 
any other eagle known. Equal in . ftrength 
to the golden eagle, it has, as a difting^iiihing 
charaderiftic, a fort «f creft pendjefkt from the 
hind part of the head : the leg is covered with 
a fine down throughout its whole length, and 
the thighs are defUtute of thofe long feathers 

com-* 
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common to rapacieus birds ; all the fore part 
of the body is of a perfe<a white, arid the reft 
of a light brown. I was near three kagues 
from ray camp wheii I killed >lh€ife two beau^ 
tiful birds, and I arrived af it eiilremeljr fa- 
tigued with carrying tbtiri * fef,- together, they 
tlid -not weigh much lefs tbsin tfaifty pounds. 

In the afternoon, while I was employed in 
fkinning and preparing vtif two eagles, I was 
informed, that our horfcs were lofti An aged 
Gaminouqua^ not iefs than' fixty, had taken 
charge of them; but th^ old man, overpowered 
by the iexceffive heat, and ilill more, perhaps, 
by the -fetigue of a journey beyond his ftrength, 
had fgrfterl -afleep, and, not being able to find 
them when he awoke, had gone and fecreted 
hifrifctf for fear of being punifhed. 

All that could be done on the occafion waft 
to'fetcrut myfelf on the fearch, which I did 
witli 4i& my people; Bernfiry^s horfe was gon* 
z^'^^Im mrae. Inftead of following my ex- 
athple, this paffionate being, who had hitherto 
behaved tolerably well, becaufc ht8 choleric 
temper had had no occafion of being roufed, 
burft out at once in imprecations againft th^ 
carelefrhefs of the keeper, and fwtre with 
Vol. IL Z dread- 
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;dreadfui oaths, that if he met with him he 
.would knock him in the head. 

It fo happened, that, in the courfe of the 
fearch, he found him ; and without pity for 
-his age, without compaffion for the forrow he 
exprefled for a very pardonable fault, he 
adtually knocked him down at his feet, and 
began beating him with fury. This violence 
was fo much the more blameable^ becaufe at 
that moment the horfes were juft found, and 
my Hottentots bringing them back. 

Happily for the poor fellow, I was not far 
off. On heariiig his cries I ran up, and found 
him covered with blood. This fight, I con- 
fefs, put me almoft befide myfelf. Seized with 
indignation, I dragged the blood- thirfty wretch 
from his vittim j and, pulhing him to /diftance 
with all my ftrength, I threatened him with 
jny vengeance if he dared approach the old 
*nan again. " Learn," added I, " that all 
" who compofe my camp are in my pay and 
." my fervice ; that you have no authority over 
*' them ; and that to ftrlke them, therefore, is 
" to infult me." 

I This fpeech completed his rage. He foamed 
with fury ; and^ afking whether I were come 

into 
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lAtto t!ic cJduhtry to fupport the favages ai 
the whites, threatened to quit me. I too 
.at his word ; and even defired him to do 
a tone which fhowed 1 infifted upon it: 
as there were in my camp a few men an( 
men of his horde who had attended him, 
d^red thefe alfo to remove immediately, 
went and joined him, while I led the ol 
ttiinouqua to my tent, to drefs his wounc 
take care of him. I faw the monfter 
draw with his people to the diftance oi 
or five hundred paces from us, and flop 
to pafs the night. 

The propinquity of fuch a man w 
alarming circumftance ; and I could n< 
his apparent refolve to remain fo near me . 
cut uneallnefs. No action that fubferv i 
vengeance comes amifs to a villain. B( 
took with him a buffaloe^s horn full of po 
which I had given him for the chace, 
had reafon to apprehend he would ma' : 
of it to Injure us. My people, thoug 
lighted at being rid of him,, and applaudii ; 
feverity, which they confidered as an 
kindnels towards them, feared from I 
equally with me, fome no£turnal treac i 

Z 2 
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They y»&rt unanimous for kee{nng w^cli ^ 
night under arms; and I tvatcb^d ipvith theofi. 

It may well be imagined^ that the whole 
night Was fpent in talking of Bcmfiy, Some 
related actions of his to which they had been 
wittiefs ; others^ fuch as they had heard told ; 
but all were deeds of the moft nefarious 4efcrip- 
tion. Thefe ftories made me reflet deeply, 
r reproached myfelf for the indulgence with 
which I had before excufed and attenuated his 
faults, and I congratulated myfelf for having 
him no longer in our company ; beflde that 
he was now ufelefs to me, (ince I was foon to 
enter countries into which no white man had 
ever penetrated, where he was no more known 
than myfelf, and where his brutal and hafty 
temper, his vices and fpirit of plunder, might 
become dangferous to me, by exciting quarreb, 
and caufe us both to be malTacred by the na^ 
tives» 

This danger from a ftrartge companion had 
determined me to refufe many honeft perfons 
at the Cape, when they offered to accompany 
me on my journey. Muft it not be imprudenr 
. in me, therefore, to take as an aflbbiate a man 
of this Aamp^ from whom I could exped: ao^ 

thmg 
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tliifig^biit vexation, while I had Toh 
refufed agi^eable companions, from 
after all, I had only uncertain dangei 
prehend ? 

It is true, I^had fuffered him to accc 
xnc, merely that I might remove him fr 
camp, becaufe I thought him lefs to be « 
when under my own eyes. But ther< 
avoiding our deftiny. This abominable 
feemed to have been fent by fate to dif 
my fchemes. It will hereafter be feen t 
a length he was capable of carrying i 
geance toward me, who neither cou : 
would put an end to it at a fingle ilroke 

It was to be feared, that the barbarot \ 
meat of the old Caminouqua would ; I 
the minds of his countrymen, and th I 
would return home for fear of exper : 
the fame therafelves. Confequently I c: \ 
to fee them arrive as foon as it was day 
nounce their departure : but I found wii : 
fure, that, far from fhowing any refer : 
they came to thank mf for having pi : 
and faved the life of one of their brethr i 
aflure me they were ready to follow pae ; 
cvey I chofe to lead them. 

7,i 
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Tbefe profeffions of attachment, in my pre^ 
fent fituation, gave me great pleafure. I im- 
mediately refumed my journey ; and, proceed- 
ing north-eaft, to avoid following the windings 
of the Draay, we fell in with an elbow of the 
river four leagues on, where we halted in the 
midft of elephants and buffaloes. I fay in the 
midft of thefe animals ; for they were fo nume- 
rpus, and fo far from wild, that we were fui:* 
rounded by them on all fides. 

In the afternoon we travelled four leagues 
farther, in a north- weft diredion, in order to 
remove from the river altogether ; and we en- 
camped near a brook, which, like the river, 
was dry ; though, like the river alfo, it had 
colledions of water in fpme of its deeper 
parts; 

Thefe refervoirs in the midft of a parched 
defert had attraded, 1 believe, all the monfters 
of Africa ; fo that throughout the whole of my 
travels I have fpent few fuch turbulent nights. 
On all fides^we heard wild beafts, and cfpecially 
lions, roaring in a terrible mannex*. Many 
of the latter, in particular, came roaming round 
my camp during the night, filling both ,my 
cattle and my people with affright: neither 

oup 
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our .fires nor our guns could keep th : 
they anfwered, with a fort of rage, t 
of othei^ at a diftance, and feertied to c i 
to the carnage, and to an attack in : 
J\t length, however, day delivered 
them ; and as I had remarked that t 
came chiefly from the north-weft, t i 
thefe animals I changed my courfe 
north-eaft. 

On quitting a defile, we entered a i 
over which were fcattered feveral- 1 i 
cattle ; but the keepers coUeded them : 
at i!eeing us, and fled with them as fafl 
fible. In vain did we endeavour to 
their fears by figns of friendfhip : inv( \ 
clouds of duft raifed by their flight, the ' 
not perceive us, and I was apprehenfi 
^wx)uid c6mmunicate their terror, ajid 
a general alarm through their kraal. 

To prevent this unlucky confequ 
made Klaas mount on horfcback, and f : 
after them, followed by . thofe Niniigi i 
had faithfully accompanied me from 
horde I vifited, and who, being their : 
hours and fpeaking the fame language, 
be able more efiedtually to allay thei 
Z 4 
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Thefe Nimiquas affured me, that this flep was 
UnnecefTary ; but I had laid it down as a pria-^ 
ciplC) that I could never t^e too many pre- 
cautions, and would nowhere make my ap« 
pearance but as a friend. 

Klaas, after having removed the apprehen* 
lions of the fugitives by means of the Nimi^ 
quas^ went with them to thqir kraal, to inform 
the horde of my arrival ; and I foon faw him, 
return fi^irrouoded by about iifty favages, all 
without arms^ in token of friend&ip and c<m*, 
fidence. Among them was their chiefs whofe 
countenance £bowed him to be ill, and iadeed 
he made me underiland, that he had been long. 
affii£ted with a dyfentery. 

His difeaie did not prevent him from 9^ 
cepting, with great figns of joy, a ^afc of 
brandy, which I prefented to him to enlivea 
his fpirits. But after he had fwallowed two. 
thirds qjF it, he gave the reft to a woman who 
accompanied him, and who was one of his 
wives i for he had two. 

This woman was on the point of iyiog-io, 

but fl^e would neverthelefs be one of the party ta 

fee an extraordinary man. She had long-h^a^d 

talk of m^ bnt ccmld never ^eU«?^ ajl |he. 

.2 ' Wonders. 
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mondfSfs that were ^elated, and now 
b|5 ai^red of them hy her own eyes. i 
amined me very attentively, viewed i 
every diredion, and at length beftowc i 
many marks of friendlhip. Thefe 1 
with intereft, and made her feveral ] 
with which fhe was infinitely pleafed. 

This horde was one of the moft m 
of the Nimiqua nation, I traverfed t 
with my whole troop, and went to pi i 
camp a mile or tv«r6 farther on, near a : 
the water of which was excellent, th< | 
had a milky hue which injured a little ii I 
parency; Refolving to ftay a few 
^his place, in order to ftudy the manner : 
nation, I annoi&nced my deiign to my \ 
to whom it was very agreeablie news, 
moment they had ere&ed my tents, coni 
their huts, and formed that enclofure of I 
which, according to our ufual cuftom ' 
intended to tarry at any place, fervec 
our horfes and oxen to, and enclofe th i 

While the men and women were all i 
in their fevei^al employments, a beautif I 
cater, of a new fpecies, came and pitched i 
oil one of QUI |>ali£idc«% Tim was o I 
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liimielf to my colledion, into which I accord- 
iDgly made him enter, fetching him dowa 
'with my gun* 

Several of the favages of the horde, who, 
attrafted by curiofity,wereamufing themfelves 
by looking at the operations of the encamp- 
menty were by me at the time. Thefe, moft 
of whom bad not the leaft idea of fire-arms, 
were greatly furprifed* The aftonifhment 
pxx)dm:ed in them I)y the loud explofion of my 
gun, and the, fudden death of the bird, may 
eafily be imagined- Stupefied with admiration, 
they immediately ran to the kraal, to relate the 
double prodigy they had witneffed. The re- 
port had been heard there ; but when it was 
Inown, that it was the white man who had 
produced the thunder, and killed a bird at the 
feme time, almoft all the horde ran to the fjpot 
where the miracle was performed. 

The next day, when thefe good favagqs came 
fd vifit my camp, I was employed in taking 
an obfervation of the fun's altitude. Tbofe 
who the day hcfoK had feen me take aim at 
the bee-eater before it fell, and now law me 
diredl my quadrant, which they took for ano- 
t})er fxiice, in4he fame maofter at tlie fun^ 

fixe4 
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itxed their looks attentively, now at tl 
jnent, then at the luminary. Silent 
tionlefs, they waited for the report wi 
llcncc, and were much difconcerted w 
found my operation terminate without 
plofion. 

The reft of their companion?, wl 
the tale they had heard, expevSled fome 
did not well know what to think of 
lepgth, however, willing to fkisfy ther 
way or another, and at the fame tinn 
inyfelf with their fimplicity, I caufed 
fpcQivC' glafs to be brought, which , 
was a third fufee, placed it on the ftan 
ferved as a fupport for my great carbii 
direding it towatds the kraal, defired 
ion whom I thought the boldeft am 
J^imiquas to look through it. 

Every one knows the hiftory of the 
3uan born blind, who fuddenly' faw the 1 
confequence. of the depreffion of his 
by Chefelden. It may be rememben 
/or fome time all the obje&s he faw 
.iiim fo many illufions ; that he believe 
all clbfe to his eye ; that he was miflak 
jegard to tlieir figures s» well as their di 

• 5 . 
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and that he learned to judge of their r&- 
motenefs only by the fea& of feeling and ex^ 
perience. 

What Chefeldcn's blind patient was, the 
jnoft cl^ar-figbted man 'may be^ with a limited 
underftandingy and if the optical obje^ he 
perceives be new to him. To fuppofe that 
the Nimiqua at my perfpedive glafs could con«- 
jedure the mode in which the magic efiedl of 
the inftrument was produced, would be placing 
him on a level with us ; would be giving him 
credit for our experience, our knowledge in 
phyfics, and a multitude of ideas and reflect 
tions that could never enter into his dull and 
untaught mind. ^ 

Let us forget for a moment the lights of our 
education ; let us fuppofe ourfelves lile him 
profoundly ignorant, and without the leafl: 
conception of a perfpedive glafs; and we 
may then conceive what his wonder mufl: 
have been, when he beheld fo near him a hut, 
with two little children playing at its entrance. 
His^ ailonifhment was fo great, that he trem*- 
bled with joy, and all his mufcles .w«re con? 
trad:ed at once. Without moving his eye 
from the gla(s» he. (Iretched \»s haqd towards 
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the cud of the tube, as if to tc 

iaw* Failing m this attempt, 1: 

inftrument, and was equally fur 

^ fee them where he fuppofed ther 

then alked his companions whet 

returned to their former plaee. 

they anfwer, that they had fee 

them : he would not believe then: 

with his finger to the place wher 

pofed the objeds to be fituated : * 

•• they were/* faid he. The m 

lifted in endeavouring to convin 

miftake, the more he was offendeii 

thefcene had nearly terminated 

Among the human beings on 

had conferred a larger or fmalil 

underftai;iding, the Hottentot i 

together its different tribes^ is, 

the leaft endowed with it. \\i 

portion of intelligence did the 

fon, and perfift in afcribing t<; 

. pow^r of attrading to it ever; 

tvithfianding all my endeavours 

txperieace feofible to his mind. 

c&uki caoQiprehend nothing. 

Hk Explanation^ his eitthuii 
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atiger, however, had excited the curiodty of 
Ris comrades : all would come to my glafs J 
and I acceded to their defires, changing the 
diredion of the tube, however, occafionally, 
without their fufpedting it. What they obferved 
ravifhcd them with delight : it was a fcene of 
general enchantment. But while fome favr 
trees brought near, others a mountain, fome 
birds flying, others whole herds of cattle, it 
ihay be imagined what coiifufion muft refult 
from their tranfports, as they difputed con- 
Oerning the objeds they beheld fo near them, 
and how much I was amufed by this per- 
plexity. 

This comedy Continued till the evening: 
biit it v^as an inftrudive diverfion for me, 
atid fhowed me what an alcendkhcy the nioft 
unlkilful mountebanks wefe capable of acquir- 
ing over nations as ignorant as thefe when * 
they firft difcovered them. 

All this occafioned me ftill more vifits the 
next morning, on the part of thofe who could 
not come the preceding day. Among them 
were the chief and his two wives. With one 
of them I was now an old acquaintance, and 
accordingly ihe careffed me greatly. . ' She was 

accompanied 
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accompanied by two of her child rei 
and girl, twins, four years of age. 
been delivered of twins once iefon 
alfo were alive, and hoped to have 
.thirdtime. . , 

I treated the chief and his wives 
Dutch bre^kfaft, after the manner of tl 
that is to fay, with good tobacco and 
after which they requefted to fee riiy 
tive glafs, and admire the wonders t 
heard of it. I placed it on the (land as 
but no fooner, had they feen one obje 
they defired me to bring them ^nol 
doubting but it poffefled the virtue of 
them come at my call. 

After they were gone, the people 
horde came in fucceffion, and made 
famd requeft. The fport Was very w< 
while; but repetition would render 
fome, and to avoid thi$ I gave it .up. H( 
for the fatisfadion of the curious, I 
glafs in its place the whole day, giving 
my Hottentots the charge of it, with 
not to permit it to be inoved or touche 

When I entered the Nimiqua count 
defign was to inveftigate every thing tl 
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been faid of it at the Cape. How many tales 
had I not heard of this nation ! what won- 
derful things concerning its manners^ its arts, 
ks treafures, &c. ! The reader knows already 
what to think of its pretended mines of gold 
and /liver : and the tales of its arts and its laws 
are on a par with thofe of its mines. 

Kolben is the man who has ftamped autho* 
rity on all thefe fables. Even I, having no 
idea refpeding thefe diftant and unknown 
people, gave fome credit to the dreams of this 
writer. In confequence, as I penetrated into 
the interior of Africa, and vifited the Hotten- 
tots, I every where fought the traces of that 
flouriftiing agriculture, "which they under- 
" ftand incomparably better than the Europe- 
•' ans of the Cape, who frequently apply to 
•* them for advice on the fubjed/' I was de- 
(irons of feeing fome of thofe foleran marriage 
ceremonies, which a prieft performs, and which 
he legitimates by fprinkling the newly united 
couple with his urine. I wiflied to vifit the 
public prifons of thefe people, and be prefent 
at the fittings of their tribunals, and the decrees 
of their (ov6reign council. Perhaps I had de- 
ftroyed monfters enough in Africa to afpire to 

' the 
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thft hbrioiir of-'beirtg admitted i'Drto ihi 
t>f knighthood ;' the progrefs and cere 
nf which th^ hillorian has defcri'bied ^ 
lefs pomp than minutenef&i ^ 

Alas ! all thefe fplendid chimeras \ 
before me. Religi6n>, police, laWs, 
ta<aics, orders of battle, treaties df pea 
perienced generals, prifc)ners of war, -va 
crs and vanquiftied, were all rdhiknces 
cniy in the brain of the author, and 
taverns whSre they had been told him i 
who made him their fport. 

Thirty or forty years after the {)u! 
of his voyage, Abbe dc la Caille inac 
ftay at the Gape^ and thus \/i*as ehal 
fome points at leaft, to paft judgmeht 
work. He fpoke df it as he ought, a i 
•ilcfcrvesi Since la CalUei other trkveli< I 
given their opinions of fCdlben ; and the 
now know how far they may rely bn 
bounts of that traveller. 

To liften to him, in all the Hottentc I 
without exception^ mothers have th 
man prejudice of refolving not to hav( 
and the abominable cuftonr of deftroy i 
of the two. If the twins coiifift of t^;^ : 
' Vol* It. . A a • 
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or two girls, th^y kill the weaker of the two J 
if :a boy and girl, the girl, he fayd^ is the vidim: 
and he blufbes not to avow, that he has witi> 
neffed thefc crimes. 

Now I av^r, that this charge is the blackeft 
calumny againft nature that ever. defiled the 
pen of fL writer deftitute of n>odefty. The 
fight of -the two twins of one of the wives of 
the chief was fufficient to convince pie of this. 
However, as thefe children might have been 
an exception to the general law for fome par- 
ticular reafon, I refolved to interrogate jjieir 
lather riefpe^ng this pretended mafiacfe. 

Every iporning before I wenta-hunting, he 
came, to fee me with his two wives, and regale 
himfelf with a pipe of tobacco and a fofije^ or 
fmali ^afe^ of brandy. Though his language 
was ^iffcrer^t from that of the Hottentots on 
the weft/ern coalft, yet,: in thp two mqnths 1 had 
fpent in (he country, I had learned tot ufider«- 
ftand it a little, and make myfelf underftoodK 

One d^y^ as I was fitting on the grafs, near 
my tent, with him and his^ two wives, I tunn- 
ed the conv^ifation to the ftfbjeCk of twins, 
and aiked his wife whether, if (he flumldhave 
twins, again, (he would nojt deflroyioae i>{ 
> 6. . them? 
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thtiA } Tbis queftion appeared to ofTea 
file kept filcnce, and fell iiito a deep m 
But the hulband, turniag towards me, a 
ttimdiilig me that I had feveral times, alkc 
fimilar queftions, declared with warmti 
fuch a Sacrifice was impoffible* 

Thus we fee how juft are the whites, wl 
lieving Kolben^ accufe the Nxmiquas of a 
fo abfominable as to be an outrage agaic 
tommon mother of all beings^ 

I wili here add^ that the Nimiquas no 
do liot make away with one of their 
when thfey have thern^ but preferve md 
up all their children^ This doty is fo n. i 
ihat I could ilot have made them compr ; 
ian idea repugnant to it. 

Befide the grand arid revolting chai \ 
Which I have juft fpoken^ 1 had heard^w 
l»g the Grfeater Nimiquafe^ another abfurc I 
tbe falfehpdd of which I equally verified. 
was not told me at the Cape^ like thi^ 
ceding one : I had it from Klaas Bafier^ 
being bom njear Orange-River^ might 
knowA fome things refpedirig thefe i : 
with certiinty. 

According to him, the fathers^ to iliew < 
A a 2 affi I 
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afifeftion they bear their children^ fe'ed theit' 
cideft in a particular manner, as being of right 
the firft objeft of paternal care. For this pur- 
pofe, they put him in a coop, as it were : that 
is, they fhut him up in a trench made under 
their hut, where, being deprived of motion, 
he lofes little by perfpiratiorr, while they feed 
and cram him in a manner with milk and 
greafe. By degrees the child fattens, and gets 
as round as' a barrel ; and when he is come to 
fuch a ftate as not to be able ta walk, but to 
bend under his own weight, the parents- ex- 
hibit him to theadmiration of the horde^ who, 
from that period, conceive more or lefs eftcem 
and coufideration for the family, accordingly 
as the monfter has acquired more or lefs ro- 
tundity. 

Such was the account given me by Klaaa^ 
Bafter; and thbugh 'it appeared to me alto- 
gether improbable, yet the narrate* delated fa 
many particulars, of which he pretended to 
have been an eye-Xvitnefs ; he had fo little 
intereft in impofing upon me ; and the human 
ixiind, in uncultivated and ignx)rant' nations, 
appears fometimes capable of fUch ftnfclefs 
ctiftoms and prejudices, that, irotwitli^inding 

mjr 
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my relqfl&nce, I could not avoid bislicvifig 
it. 

Soon, however, I was undeceived* Wherc- 
ever I afked any qiieftions . on the fubj^ft, 1 
faw that the people to whom I addreiled my- 
felf -w ere ready to laugh in my face. Still, as 
it appeared ftrange to me, that a man fhould 
talk of what he' had feen, when he hacj in re- 
ality feen nothing ; as it was poffible, that the 
fable might have fome foundation, without 
being true in aUit$ particulars ; I was .willing 
to convince myfelf .what could have givea rife 
to it 5 and, every time I vifited a horde, I took 
care, under different pretences, to examine, one 
after another, all the huts of the kraal, and to 
aik which was the ddeft child of the family : 
but I no where faw any thing that indicated 
either this pretended coop^ or this pr^fetei^ded 
flamming. 

It is probable that fiich a tale may have 
c^iglnaled &mpng the planters refiding on the 
Namero,, and in the neighbourhood of the 
country of the Nimiquas; that k w^ a plear 
fantryoffome wit oftheplaaeon the lean- 
nefs o^tl^icf^ ppople, whiph indeed is extreme j 
j^nd that Klaas Bafter, the font of a Rpttentot 
A a 3 and 
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4ft<l '^ planter, liavki^ hid it {qftiHedlnto h!in 
in his infancy, had finilhed, like other toman- 
cfers, by afferting thai he Had fceil what he had 
enly been told. And thus it is, that, through- 
out the whole of the colony of the Cape^ 
the planters and even the Hottentpts will affure 
yoo, that fprintling with urine is praSifcd in 
the marriage ceremonies of the favage hordes. 

I fliall here give the figures of two Great- 
er Nimiquas, a man and Avomstn^ The for- 
mer fe that 6f the chitf, dr4\fra frani the 
liife, 4a one of bis fittings with me to fmoke a 
J)i{*. I ^ddei^ to it the portirait of one of his 
miyei : but, by fome accident, th|s portrait wasi 
Joft in my return to Europe. 

For want of it, I liavc fubftituted Another ; 
*ivhich is that of a woman who long t^afed ma 
<|0 4raw her pifture a!fo; till atlaft, for my 
aniufement, I cpnfented. I ipentioa fhis^ that 
xny readers may hot judge of the features. 
<jf the Nimiqua womaii by thofe of the femate; 
feere offered to thdir view. She wtfs^ ia reality^ 
one pf the moft ordinary in th^ hdi-dfe j they 
fire^ in general, more agreeable irt theit: per- 
fons, and when young may be faid evin to be 
l^gndfom^, . ^ - . . ; :..... 
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tivc, and loving much to laugh, you woul<^ 
ftippofe them to be formed of different mate- 
rials. 1% is eafy enough to conceive, that a 
man and wife may live peaceably together, 
notwithftanding fuch ^difference of difpofition } 
but it is not cafy to underftand or explain how 
fuch melancholy fathers can beget daughters 
fo gay, or fuch fprightly women bear fons fo' 
dulL 

* The krofs differs not at all in fhape fromthq 
Hottentot cloak ; only, as I have before re- 
marked, it is longer. Many of them ufe thq 
fkins of the hyaena, the jackal, or the ifatis, 
when they are lucky enough to procure a fuf- 
ficiency to make a krofs. 
' * They ornament them with glafs beads, and 
plates of copper, which they obtain from th^ 
Hottentots of the colony. I found among thein 
a particular fort of thefe beads, ccnfifting of 
little lodg tubes of different colours, arid tranf- 
parent. 'Thefe being unknoxvn at the Cape, 
1 wifhed to know whence the favages procured 
them. They informed me, that they got them 
by barter with other neighbouring nations, who 
had thcfn- only at the fecond-^hand ; and that 
^hey came originally from- the Wacks vfh^i 

dwelt 
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dwelt ohthecoaft of the Indian fea, 
caft of Afric^,- by whom they wei 
ftafed. 

If the beads of which I am fpeakii 
ilones or gems coloured by naturct i 
be believed that the blacks of the w 
having reduced them into little piece ; 
know how to (hape and perforate tl i 
the favages of Guiana do with the an 
Hot^, I have found coloured fubO i 
feveral rocks op the weft of Africa, a : 
may be the fame on the eaft; But I 
xjucftion are enamels ; that is to fa; 
made by fufion and Ibrroed by bloMiW s 
as fuch ^n operation requires, not ortl; 
ipelting, but alfo for the compofitiot 
colours, coniider^ble ikilj, implemeil 
rsax^ knowledge, &c% I th^nk it 
affirmed, without any great raihnefs, 
Begroes of the eaft were jieyer m; 
fuch an iart ; and that the <?aa?pd5 
to their Qeighl?ours probably cQme Ji 
Portpgyefe colonies of Mofambique,, 
in my cabinet one of thefe girdles of gla I 
9,nd I can aflert that it is neither of 
fpT Duteh 'inat:^fafture. 
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Difide the Bnd of decoration which I h;^c 
juft deicfibed^ the Greater Nimiquas ttfe aa« 
other, that of daubing their hair with a thkk 
layer of greafd, mingled wifli the powder o£ 
4iSkTcM odoriferous woods. Many of them 
tattoo their faces, arms, anjd even bodies. But 
the latter cuftom is not fo prevalent among 
theft>) afe among other people more to the 
jiorth* This too may be a native cuftom, 
•which the fatae fpirit of coquetry that gave 
rife to it iA other nations may have equally 
prottipted the Nlmiquas to invent. 

As to religten, divine worfhip, priefts, tem-^ 
pies, and the idea of an immc^ell foul, they 
are all non-entities to them. On th^fe fub- 
jfefts, like all the reft of the favages their neigh- 
T)0Ur9^ they have not the flighteft notion. 

Nature has told them, fufficiently plaii^, hot 
to do to another what they would not another 
ihouM do to them j and their little aflbciations^ 
which are a commencemeqt of civiiization, 
lead them in this refpeft farther than many 
'cuMvated people, by enjoining them to 4^ to 
others as they would be done by, 

I know not whether I ought here to rdate 
an abfurd cuftom praftifed by the Nimiquaii^ 

whic!\j| 
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whicfe^ like miny wWs^ atifes fol< 
♦heir ignorance J Whith is tyiftg up 
puc6 whten they have a river td crofs* 
performed ivith a thread of gUt}'ahd 
ideid of modeily dl^t &om ciufi 61 
points^ they d0 it befoi^ didr dabght 
imt any fcmpf e. 

When I alked them dbe reafon of 
torn, thty told tne, like true favage 
was to cloTe an opening by which t 
ihight eAter into their bodies. Yet, a 
Jiow extravagant ^nd even cpntradi 
prejudices of ignorance are, the vn 
ifuch occafions neither tie nor ftop up 
of the bbdy, tvhatever acceis it tbiay ; 
pfier to th^ fluid element. 

After what I have faid of the pi 
"temper of the Nimiquas, it will be 
that they are by no means warlike, 
%ht furrounding nfttions^ they have 1 
gays and poifonjed arrows j and like 
handle thefe arms vmh dexterity* 1 
. fefe aifo thoffe war-oxen, fo formidable 
Und fo favourable tp the cowardice or : 
pf the cbtnbatiuts. Hiey have eve 
' jiiir implemeflt dFwat, which their ra 
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have not. This is a large buckler, of the 
height of the perfon who bears it, behind wh^i 
the Nimiqua can completely conceal himfelf* 
But, befide that his natural apathy prfeveats 
him from giving or taking offence^ he is in 
reality pttfiUanimpuSr and cowardly from the 
coldnefs of his difpofition. To utter only the 
name ofHouzouana before him is fufficient to 
piake him tremble. This name is that of a 
neighbouring nation, born brave and warlike, 
^nd diRinguiOied from other African nations 
J>y peculiar features. 1 Ihall foon have occafion 
f o fpeak of them. 

Notwithftanding b^s frigidity, the Nimiqua 
is not ipfenfible to pleafure. He even feeks 
with avidity thofe which, requiring but little 
exertion, are capable of agitating him and 
procuring agj-eeable fenfations. Every even- 
ing, as foon as the fire was kii^dled in my 
camp, thirty or forty perfops, men and wpmen, 
wpuld come and iit with my people in a circle 
round it. For fome tim^ a profound filence 
W4S m^ntj^ined : ^t lerigth one of them would 
open his mouth to relate a fbory, and vrou\i 
|hen fpeak without ceafmg for hours tc^ether«. 

I was not fufficiently acquainted with tlje 

language 
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liLtigUage to comprehend the vi 

ration ; but I underftood, thj 

related to feme event to the h< 

tiori, and that the • unfohuns 

tale was alnibft always a* hya 

Houzouana. Every now and 

'^^as interrupted by the ncii 

women, who fhook their very 1 

ter. The men, without taki 

this extravagant mirth^ reafon 

with an appearance of profoi 

the circum'ftatices they -had 

the -'mid ft of'this grotefq^e' ^ 

pidiure, I arhufed myfejf wit 

the teafoners} whik thewc 

me fmile, and knew that 1 unc 

of the tale, redoubled their ta 

Were outof breath/ -• 

Their mafi(ial inftruftlenis 

thofe of the dther Hottentots 

cihgls'Very different, aBSj refei 

df the nation; If thec-6uHt^ilar 

from 'nature^ 'features that can 

fions, the body alfo has its iittit 

ments that paint our^tempcr ai 

dance of th« Nimiqua is- frij 
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su^i fp devoid of gF^p 9fid hil^ity, di^t^ w^ 
it not for the extrefne gai?ty; of the wo aeq^ it 
might be c^Ied t)ie di^p of the ckad. 

Thafc tcxrtoifwa tp wlvPiH d4iicing is a. 
fetigji^t £bQW UkW *agerriQft foi? s^ny thing 
I^Uf WAg^> games of calculation and chaneci; 
;ipd ftU tt^ fedentafy anfiufepients which re- 
quire ipntkaqe sfliA rcflpi^ion, of wUch the^lr 
are note ^i^pablp t^fiii they ^re pf motion. 

Oqe gf Iheir f^^TOiurite games is what xhcf^ 
^ the tig^r and tbi iamlis. It is nearly as 
fc|lo>5^: I. fay txtp^ljy i^i; I never^underftood 
it fufficiently ^ \>^ alblq clearly to explain iti 
: An oWoiig fqiiarc is trajced Q^the groundr 
i& which are mad^; a certain mintber of hpU\ 
two or three ifiekes deep, forming a ft>ft c^ 
chefs- table* The tkfile^ are ma^e in ranksi 
fide by fide, but the number is not; fi^^. t 
kave fcen theia v^lug from twenty to fi^rty. 
To.playf theytiaJce a certain number of 
pieces of ihsepVd^WR hw#?^ by dryingi^^ 
iKoportipiJMflVetheMajJNr of 1^^^^ which, 
r^prefent lambs. Spme of the holes alfo ar^fe 
called lambs, and into theft are put balls. The 
holes that remain empty, are called tigers. 
Perhaps they reprefent only different dens of 

the 
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th« fame ammAl» md tlie. retrt^ts oi 
4Cades which he occupies, fucceffively { 
the other. The player begiofl by taki 
lamU out of their h(ri^tau4 putting t 
jto other hples of the tigfr* Perhaps t 
has a regular, moyemeot Ukefome 
pieces at cfae&y md the art of the pla; 
lifts in avoiding this moyement, to 
lambs^ and prevent them from hmng dc 
At leaft) vrben it has been oeceflTary 
them eUewhere^ I have feen him 4o 
attention t but he fometinws, brings t 
gether or feparates them in ftich ^ c 
manner, that, being unable tg follow th 
I haye begn confounckd by tbe^mov 
and could comprehend pothie^ farther, 
moment when tite ftakes Miwrfi:taken u 
There is another ga»c, whjehi beiO| 
metre eafy,fe«caufe it bftmply a game pf 
is on that acccount. fo inu§h^tt(« mpre ( 
ouB ; fwr the Nimiquas, .^d of It to 
tioa, frequently rifk^ Ip-pkyi?^ u it, th* 
aad all they poffefs. It fiwfi4efaWy 
bks our hfuftle*cap. .: The kdA of the i 
^fthe tQMAtf k a fo{rt«f:be»8> whw 
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ftitutes the [irindpal food of the giraffe. The/ 
takcacertaiQ numbier of thefe: feeds, engravii 
fome mark on one of their fides*, which anlWert 
the fame purpofe to them that the head or the 
tail c^a piece of moftey does -to our gambter^, 
fttld^ lifter they havd huftled . theoi fpttie titae 
faetvreea their two hands, they throw them on 
the ground^ when they have nothing to dd 
but to count whether the marked or unmarked 
fidesr uppermoft are mod numerous; 

Ttusgame^ contrived equaJly. to pieafeth^ 
indolent, becaufe it does not ^tigue tHem, and 
Ihe ftupid, becaufe it requires no edpatity of 
thought, wonderfully delighted my Hottentots; 
They fooo gave into it with fuch ardour, that 
they did nothirtg elfe froth morning to flight ; 
and many of them, after ^ having loft all they 
.p&fleflTed, ftaked, as their laft refourc6, \ht slU 
IbWanee of tobacco sind brandy thdt.they were 
to receive the fuec^eding days. 

-Nothing no W Was left, for them but to rob 
t^e-? and I had reafotl Co fear th^y would dp {a-. 
Tomtit off the temptation, I rc-feftdili<hed 4fl 
€i}Ufl[iity of fortune among them, by reftonng 
to each what be had ioft/ awaf^ titet the fole 
^ hop< 
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ijopfe of iregainiiig thjs makes gamblers 
had then nO need of jpfoelamations to 
in futuri^ fuch diforder in my camp* 

Sijyeral Nimiquas had^ccompan 
from the former horde to this ; they a 
ifvett, to take 'pleafure in being with n: 
the iBoment my people v^ere prohibift 
playing with them, they no longer foi 
carmp fo agreeable, and came to dntic 
me their departure, 

Neverthelefs, as they hdd every rea(< 
fatisfied with my condud towards the 
exprefled, on quitting me, great friend 
tittachnieht ; and; as I had }u(l purchal 
oxen for toy waggons, they even of 
take them under their care, and deli 7 ! 
to Swanepoel at my camp on the < \ 
Rivtcr.^ This offer I accepted. In n 
^ade them a few prefents ; I entrufl^ ; 
with my cattk, after having marked 
Knd they went away fatisfiedk . 
' Scarcely had thj^quUted me^ when 
my Hottentots came to ijik a favour 
He was defirous of making one of th 
xquas of the horde a prefent 6f a fii 
He hud already fpmething towards p*; 
. Vqi. II. Bh 
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her, which he had gained at play ; but he hfld 
not enough, and requeued me to advance him, 
in part of his wages, a little hard- ware, that he 
might have it in his power to conclude his 
bargain. 

A gift of fuch coafequence implied fome 
great lervice received. Before I aflcnted to his 
requeft, I would know what had given rife to 
it ; and I found that the cow was not a preient, 
but an article of barter. My Hottentot was in 
love with the daughter of the Nimiqua ; and, 
to obtain her, he had oflfered him a cow, which 
the Nimiqua had corifented to accepts 

In this manner are marriages made in all 
the African nations ; and fuch was originally 
the cuftom throughout the world, before 
the imagination of poets, and the policy of 
civilized focieties, had fubflituted in the dead 
of love a reprefentative, who, under the name 
of Hymen, claiming alone the right of uniting 
the fexes, contributes but too often to diilurb 
5!ind deprave their union. Among favages there 
is no contract, no witnefs, no ceremony, A 
man and woman pleafe each other ; they live 
together; and this conftitutes them hufbaad and 
*f ife» If the woman have parents, flic is con- 

fidered 
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tlieir property, and 
r give or fell her. 
>egiiiding of. my joti 
h me but the wife ( 
y to look after my 
lie other branches < 
\6 admit no other 
»d that they woi 
ii difcord, and per 
idcurred oti the 
lyhea each of m 
4f a little feragl 
ition. But fine 
7omea bad ent 
hiifbands and 1 
)n* The inni 
by thefe worn 
revent my v} 
1 my camp, 
ying to me 
nporary m 
nothing 
gular wi^ 
to keep 
tinua!ly 
I bargai 
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In ironfequence of thefe refleftiote^' t etmf^ 
not but be pleafed with the reqmeft of my Hot-* 
tentot, I accc^diivgly gave.^h|m the g'Oods he 
deiired; and it was not long before h^ retur aed 
with a very pretty Nimiqua girl, about iixteca 
or feventeen years old. 

The next day, the chief of the horde cona- 
ing to breakfaft with me, I aflced him whether 
the marriage was agreeable to hina, and he 
had confented to it. This deference on my 
- part was the ad of an European, reafoning ac- 
cording to the. prejudices of his country. I 
fprgot alt the time, that a iayage,, though living 
under a chief, is a free indiyidual, over whofe 
property; the chfef has no power. Aocoi-dingly* 
he made no anfwer tp my queftion j and his; 
filence coavinced me, that he had not under* 
ftood it. , 

. The procedure of my Hqttentot,' however,* 
infpired fome.of h^s comrades with a .wifli to^ 
do the. fanjip. Two oJf them followed hi^ 
example ; and I ought here to make known, 
that J had every reafon ,to be £atisfie4 with 
having perc^itted th?fe marriages* The three 
young women accompanied me. during the 
whole erf my jouriiey j and they g*ve me no^ 

caufe 
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caufe of difcontent to the very mome 
Jbbeing returned to the Gape, they qui 
to follow their hufbands to the new 
which they w^re about to become a ] 
The name of the Nimiquas is m 

i>ra.^ed in the Dutch colonies ; but 

.^de the name is known of them ther 
refpe<fi to their country, it is fu| 
know not why, to abound in miiies of 

. iilver, Afluredly I was not led thitht 

-th^ft of wealth. Though it appear 
the moft parched and defc^late of all t 
tries of Africa that 1 visited, I was no 
-defirous of completely traverfing it, 1 
wifhed to know both the nations b 
it was inhabited, and the produdlioni 

. taincd.^ 

The eagerneft with which I was i 
to feek and catch inftdls, which are v< i 
tifulin the country, had er>gaged fe\ : 
fons of the hord^ in contributing to 
ledlion. A woman, who had made I 

. the party, brought'me a fuperb beetle, ' 
believe is to be found in no cabinet in 

, at leaft it is not in any one that I .hav( 
While I was examining this beauti i 
Bb3 
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ivith attention, I felt my hct fuddenly wette4 
by a caudle liquor, of a very ftrong alkaline 
fmell. 1 he fj rinkling was accompanied by a 
fort pf cxplofion, Iqud enough to be heard at 
fome diilance* Unfortunately fome of the li- 
quor entered one pf my eyes, and occafioned 
fuch infupportabl^ pain, that I thought I fliould 
have loft the fight pf it. I jvas obliged to keep 
it covered for feyeral dayis, and bathe it from 
time to time with milk. In every part of my 
face that the alkaline liquor had touched,! 
felt the pain of a burn ; and every where the 
ftin changefl to a de^^p brown, which wore 
out only by degrees apd a long time after. 
This will not be ftlrprifing to mapy, who al- 
ready arc acquainted with the famp property in 
^evetal infeds of the fame genus ; for inftance, 
in that beautiful golden-green bupreftis, which 
I8 fo common in pur kitchen-gardens in Eu- 
rope : but, as the infedt of yrhich I api here 
fpeaking is much larger, and. inhabits a very 
hot county, it- is natural that the effeft pro- 
duceil by it (hould be more ftriking ; though 
the liquor which our go|den bupreftis ejeds 
at its enemy occafions a very fenfible fmart, 
|ind its fmell is confiderably pungent^ . 
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The najturalifls Dorci and Oli^ 
given, in their entomology, the figi 
African infedl, which I communicate! 
The reader may turn to fig. 5. of 
plate of beetles : but I mull remark^ 
human face obfervable on its anter 
celet does not exiil in naturjs. I 
aftoniihed that the author permitted 
reprefenitation to remain, as undoi 
was a dream of the painter or engrav 
ought dot to have been fuffered, 
i( incumbent on me to point out t' 
that it toigbt not lead the entomologii 
error. The infe£t itfelf, however, 
lieen in the coUe^ion of Dufrene o 
binet of natural hiftory, to whpm I ] 
it- 

Though, in general, all fubjeds of 
m^l kingdom, deftined to be prefervi 
binets, Jofe more or lefs in confeq 
drying and (hrinking up, I can affert, 
hupreftis in gueftion had no niore of j 
fece when alive than aftpr its death : 
hard infeds, fuch as beetles for exam 
nothing of their fhapc ; while thofc 
fpft change extremely, and require a 
J3 b 4 



576 TRAVEL^ IN 

ihodc of preparation to be prefcrveS in theiff 
natural ftate: there sufe even many that 2Lre 
never to b? had perfect, whatever .precaution^ 
may be employed. Who will not confefs, fpr 
inftancci that a bird wfcen moulting, or dead 
<5f difeafe, whatever cai^e the ornithologift may 
beftow op its preparation, cannot poflibly be 
fo beautiful as one killed in the vigour pf it^ 
age arid in perf^d h^^lth ? 

So it is alfo with a bird that is fick, or by 
fome obftrui^ion deprived of that uniStuous 
humour fecreted by the gland$ of the rump^ 
which it employs to give a glofs to its plumajge. 
Taken in fuch a ftate, it cannot have the luftrc 
or brilliant afpefk, which it may and will have 
if chofen in a different condition. If I take 
the liberty of introducing thefe remarks by thft 
bye, it is in prdp r to fhow how much greater 
is the difficulty pf making 4 ficfe colledioni 
than is generally imagined. 

I had liberally rewarded the Nlmiqua from 
whom I had thi^ bupreftis^ and I offered s^ 
doqble allowance pf tobacco to any one who 
ihould bring m^ another.' This offer was a, 
fpur to the adivity pf all the fmokers, botl^ 
male and female. The women particularly^ 

I ' both 
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^oti of,the horde and of my camp, fet them« 
feives to fearcb in every quarter. Yet, notwith- 
ftanding tl|e unremitted ardeur of their fcru-» 
^ny, they could not meet with a fecond bu- 
preftis : though they procured me an irnmenfc 
quantity of other infeds, and more than two 
hundred chryfalides of different fpecies, which 
coft me many pipes of tobacco ; for, being de- 
sirous of encouraging their refearches, I paid 
with liberality more thaij the objeds were 
worth. 

I intended to take my chryfalides with ihe, to 
wait for their metamorphofis on the road. 
But, notwithftanding. all my care, the journey 
fb fatigued them, that more than three fourths 
^ied before I returned to the Cape. Such as 
remained alive appeared very vigorous : but, 
being obliged to depart for Europe, I was com- 
pelled to leave them. I imagine them to have 
been of the number of thofe which take up a' 
ijyhole year for their transformation. 

It is commonly known in Europe, that ca- 
terpillars th^re are not venomous. At leaft, 
. fuch is the aflertion of all the naturalifts who 
have written on them. . And, though fome of 
|he Ivairy kinds^ occafipn itchings, experience 

has 
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has (howo that no ill confequenccfi f(rflpyr. dnf 
natural hiftbry is a vaft mine, which, in pro^* 
portion as it is worked, offers new particulars 
and interefting difco¥crieSt Cantharidies taketi 
intcrp^y in powder, orappUed externally to the 
ikin in plafters, are found to be a very adive Si- 
mulant poifon : who knows whether other in« 
feds may not be difcovered, as the ftudy of this 
branch of natural hiftpry U purfu^, whiph 
alfp pofiefs this dangerpus quality ^ 

My father has aflured me, that at Surinan^ 
there are two kinds of hairy caterpillalrs, a black 
and a white, which have it in a formidable d&r 
gre9» Jf they touch the (kin, either of ^ an 
.Jpdian or an Eurc^ean, a blifter 13 immediately 
formed, and as copious an efFuQon of ferum 
enfues as on the applicatioa of cantharides. In 
l^s than four hours the evil incfeafes. Acute 
pains are felt, accompanied with cold fhiyer* 
ings and fever ; apd if the blood or humo^jra 
of the unfortunate party be in a. bad ftate, hi$ 
wound becomes an ulcer, which requires the 
knife to prevent a gangrene. I; have in my 
pabinet both th$ife caterpillar^, which are re^ 
inarkable for their fixe. . . 

^n the country of the Niniiquas a truly ye-? 

npmou^ 
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nomoHS jcatcrpillar is found. It is 
and a half long ; but it is deftitute 
unlefs it feed on a poifoaous plant. 
is found on the geranium, where I 
pigt with it, it is in no wife dang 
have been conyii^ced by experience 
ingly, tljie favagee do ijot ufe fucb 
this piaijif . But among the rocljs t 
W abundance a little flirijb, the jui< 
is a corrofive poifon, and it commi 
fame property to the caterpillars ^ 
<3n itg. leaves. The favage's feek 
want on this (hrub; and if they < 
enough on it, they take fome from 
jiium, and place theoi on this Ihrut 
The time of gathering thefe infecJ 
they are going to change to chryfa 
is to fay, when their rings fwell 
fliape begins to alter. They are ther 
iittle leathern bags are filled with i 
there they are left to ferment. Thf 
tioii occaflops a flow tranfudation tl 
bag, by which the aqueous mqifti 
porated; atid the inteftine comm( 
not ceafe till the refiduum, being co: 
|)as ^(fumed^ the cpufiften^e of a 



38o TRAVELS IN 

b}ack vamifli. When, in this ftate, the poifon 
liSLS acquired its utmoft sL&ivitj^ and the Ni«. 
iniquas dip the points of their arrows in it. 

Probably this fermentation is neceflary to 
give the poifon all the virulence of which it is 
itifceptiblc At leaft fads have convinced ipe, 
that the humour which compofes the fubftanee 
pf the infedt is not fo dangerous during its life, 
as after it has been diJOTolved I3ind decompofed 
in the fack. 

There are fubftances of which the naturalift, 
as well as the chemift, allows himfelf to exa- 
mine the taftc. In Europe I had federal times 
ventured to touch the tip of my tongue with 
fome drops pf the liquor of caterpillars. I 
tried the fame experiment with that of thefe 
poifonous caterpillars; and I found it to poflefs 
. only a moderately acrid tafte, differing little 
.from what I had experienced in others. 

The infedt itfelf, taken inwardly, appears 
not to be poifonous. One day I faw a ihrikc 
:on one of the fhrubs, eating thefe caterpillars, 
If the bird be poifoncd, faid I to myfelf, I fliall 
-foon fee him die. I even thought that the ef- 
fedl of .the poifon muft become more ,quickly 
.fenfible on a gizzard, which brqifes what it 

^ receives 
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fecfetves into it, thin on a ftom; 
digefts only by means of folvent jui 
lowed the fhrike for niore than twc 
- tentively examining all his motic 
. leilgth he efcaped tne : but, as lor 
him in view, I perceived in him no 
of uneafinefs; he ftill appeared eqi 
and lively. 

Befide the poifon of caterpillars, 
employ that of feveral Icinds of fnai 
rcnom their arrows j though the 1 
' powerful. Thofe they princjipally i 
purpof? are,, the kopper-capel^ the 
and tfee boorens-manetje^ or horned f 
Ijift takes its napie from foine promi 
pjaced above the eyes, which proj 
lirjcis.fo as to form a little ere ft qvej 
Thefe conftitute the whole of thofe 
antelopes' horns beftowed on it by K 
has given a* figure of it under the n 
raftes. r alfo fee in Bruce's Ti 
Abyffinia a horned fnake called ccrai 
appekrs, at lea ft from what that tra 
to have real. horns : but has he riot 
the horns of his ceraftes as inaccurate 
9f his gkaffe ? For he fays pofuivcb 
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quadruped has horns like the antelope, wtitlf 
h certainly falfe. 

Though the horned, or, more properly^ 
crefted foake, is not more than fifteen or 
eighteen inches long^ and is confequently the 
leaft of the three 1 have mentioned, it is the 
moll dangerous, Kecaufe being almoft always 
concealed in the fand, its fmallnefs and grey co- 
Sour prevent its belftg diftinguifhed^ v^hile the 
koopcr-capel is ohfervable at a diftance, in coff- 
fequence of its fize and vivid colours ; and a3f 
to \}[it pof-adder^ its flownefs renders it eafy to 
avoid the attack of this fpecies of fnake. 

We read in the work of a modern traveller, 
that, when favages wiflb to extrad the poifon 
of fnakes, they pound them whole. Now. not 
only have I never feen any thing of the kind 
among the Hottentots, but I have been often a 
witaefs to the contrary. They are not igno- 
rant that the poifon is feated in the jaw : they 
know the veficles that contain it, and are well 
acquainted with the means of extracting it* 
Befides, many favages feed on the bodies of 
fnakes, after having cut off the head. ^ This 
cuftom is very common in many nations, 
though I never faw it praClifed by the Hotten- 
tots : 
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tots : but how often, on my father's 
at Surinam, have I feen the Afric; 
Louangoes, and Pomboes, though 
fed, feek this luxury to feaft themfel 
did not reject even the rattlefnake 
venomous of the whole* tribe. All 
catch they made into ragouts with 
articles .of food : fnakes were to 
fiewed eels are to us. 
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